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Dermot O’Gorman and Rob purves release a rehabilitated green sea turtle
from Reef HQ Aquarium Turtle Hospital in Townsville © John de Rooy WWF-Aus

Message from the
President & CEO
When it comes to the health of our planet, we need to think
big and be bold. Much more is urgently needed to address
the root causes of biodiversity loss. Whether through
direct projects on the ground, like our critical turtle rescue
mission on the Great Barrier Reef, or through sustained
research and advocacy resulting in major legislative reform
on issues like ocean protection and climate change, WWF’s
efforts to protect vital habitat and species continue to make
a profound difference.
In the past year WWF-Australia has been challenging
business and industry to see the opportunities in
sustainability. In boardrooms across the country we are
engaging with companies that have a significant impact on
biodiversity – because they produce, process, trade and
invest in commodities such as seafood, beef, sugar, palm
oil and forest products. We are partnering with market
leaders to develop sustainable supply chains that promote
cooperation and understanding on an unprecedented scale.
Through industry roundtables and voluntary certification
programs, WWF is inspiring businesses to become part of
the solution and encouraging consumers to reward their
commitment. We are showing that conservation does make
good business sense, that in our new green economy, the
environmental and social returns are great.
However, there is still so much to accomplish and no time
to waste. Thanks to the generosity of our supporters
across Australia and the dedication of our team, we are
rising to the unprecented challenge and together setting a
cracking pace.

2012 was a year of considerable ups and downs on the
environmental front. Two highlights were the momentous
passage of the carbon price legislation and the globally
significant announcement of a proposed network of Marine
Parks for Australia. WWF played a key role over many years
in both these ‘big wins’ for our environment.
Regrettably, we also saw backward steps in other areas. Both
sides of politics joined in a push to dilute the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, a critical piece
of national legislation that WWF worked hard to convince
the Howard Government to enact in the late 90’s. Equally
concerning are the potential wind-backs by some State
Governments of landclearing laws.
WWF has responded to these challenges by successfully
increasing its funding base thanks to thousands of Australians
who care about the environment. This in turn has set the stage
for a considerable build up in our conservation programs.
The year was the first of our five-year strategic plan, which
aims to focus efforts on programs where there is an urgent
environmental need and WWF is well placed to deliver
worthwhile outcomes. Our first year achievements are
detailed in this report, which I encourage you to read.
I would like to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of all staff,
in particular Dermot O’Gorman, who as CEO is driving the
organisation to take on many of the abovementioned challenges.
To all our supporters –Governors, individuals, families,
suppliers or corporate partners – a big thank-you for your
continuing support. To my Board, thank you again for giving
your time and expertise so freely.
We have a tremendous task at hand and WWF has a pivotal
role to play in moving our society to a more sustainable basis.

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia
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President, WWF-Australia

For more than 50 years WWF has led the way
internationally in the protection of our natural world
and its precious resources. We have built awareness,
partnerships and practical policies that support
environments and the people they sustain. WWFAustralia continues this proud tradition.
Collaboration is the key to WWF’s approach. We engage
with government, industry, communities and various
other stakeholders to address the needs of both nature and
people to find workable solutions to complex problems.
We think big – to imagine how we want Earth to look in
50 years’ time, and to start realising that vision.
Our proven science informs every WWF plan, whether
we’re analysing renewable energy options or pinpointing
critical habitat in biodiversity hot spots.
WWF’s strength also lies in our unparalleled reach. Our
international network enables us to canvas a range of
solutions and to employ world-class expertise. While we
are helping retailers and manufacturing companies to
use Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC) certified timber
and paper products, our colleagues in Indonesia are
protecting orang-utans by improving the management
of their forest homes and helping local communities
towards sustainable livelihoods.
Together with our supporters, volunteers, advocates and
partners we can ensure a healthy future for our planet.

Mulga Acacia amongst Splendid and Pink Everlastings © Stanley & Kaisa Breeden, www.stanleybreeden.com

our planet
our promise

The mountainous tropical rainforests of Borneo, which
straddle Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei, are one of the
world’s most important centres of biodiversity. This is the
mist-shrouded realm of the orang-utan, pygmy elephant,
Sumatran rhino, clouded leopard and sun bear. However,
large swathes of their forest home have been fragmented
or cleared for timber and paper pulp, and to establish
palm oil plantations.
WWF has been the key NGO partner helping the three
governments to develop a bold shared vision for the
Heart of Borneo (HoB). We are dedicated to ensuring the
sustainable management of its forests, and the creation
of a network of protected areas and land use zones
across some 220,000 square kilometres – a process that
started with the historic signing of the Heart of Borneo
Declaration in 2007.
Ensuring that companies involved in mining, timber and
palm oil production in Borneo are operating sustainably is
another major WWF objective. Conserving healthy forests
has a multitude of benefits. It helps to maintain these
majestic carbon stores, climate regulators and genetic
storehouses, and enables them to continue providing
wildlife habitat and livelihoods for communities.
In the coming year,
WWF-Australia will
be partnering with
WWF-Indonesia to
invest in an orang-utan
rehabilitation project.
We will also complete
a scoping analysis of
Australian business
interests in the Heart of
Borneo, to identify those
companies with whom
we might work to introduce
sustainable practices.

Syahir Syah of WWF holds Monyong, a baby Orang-utan saved from illegal wildlife trade © WWF-Indonesia

HEART OF BORNEO

High Impact
Initiatives

Identified as significant conservation areas
of focus for our work in Australia and
throughout the region, our High Impact
Initiatives represent where we have the
greatest impact and influence and provide
the best opportunities to accelerate
conservation action. At the completion of
year one of our ambitious five-year strategic
plan, we can reflect on the outcomes from
our six priority High Impact Initiatives to
review our achievements.

Year in Review - Heart of Borneo
Supporting a
green economy

A bold shared vision
WWF is supporting the three governments to develop and implement a green
economy that values and invests in natural capital. In 2011-12, this involved support
for detailed modelling and analysis of alternative development pathways for the
Heart of Borneo (HoB), including a green economy scenario in which natural capital
is sustained to ensure long-term, sustainable economic growth and development.
WWF-Australia provided technical reviews and analytical support during the critical
final stages of this work, which culminated in the presentation of a report and key
recommendations to the President of Indonesia at the Rio+20 Conference in June 2012.

Developed

indonesia’s forest

investment Program

practical
solutions to

biodiversity loss

A partnership to bank on
WWF-Australia has continued to partner with the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
coordination team with several significant activities, including Indonesia’s Forest
Investment Program. WWF helped to design the program, which includes a portfolio
of projects in the Heart of Borneo to support efforts to reduce deforestation and
forest degradation. WWF-Australia CEO Dermot O’Gorman also represented us at
a high-level meeting with the ADB in March, which focused on additional ways that
our partnership might strengthen the management of critical ecosystems in Asia and
the Pacific, and make Rio+20 a success.
Book launch
During the Borneo Festival and Heart of Borneo Forum in April, WWF-Australia
launched the book The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity for Business
and Enterprise, written by Dr Joshua Bishop, our National Manager, Markets,
Sustainability and Business Partnerships. It forms part of The Economics of
Ecosystems and Biodiversity study – an international initiative focusing on the
economic benefits of biodiversity, which brings together experts from science,
economics, business and policy to devise practical solutions to biodiversity loss.
Dr Bishop also provided technical support for the new report Investing in Nature
for a Green Economy which was launched at Rio+20.
WWF-Australia Annual Report 2012
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At least 6,000 species of vascular plants survive in the
Southwest Australia Ecoregion (SWAE), making this
breathtaking region one of the most biologically diverse
on Earth. It has the highest concentration of rare and
endangered plant species on our continent but much of
their habitat is badly degraded or threatened. Clearing,
grazing, dryland salinity, feral animals, weeds and disease
are exacting a devastating toll.
WWF-Australia’s vision is to ensure a diverse and
continuous network of natural landscapes across the
SWAE. We have mapped key areas for immediate
conservation action and have developed a framework to
support future on-ground activities and to maximise the
environmental benefits of such measures.
This framework has been enthusiastically received by our
partner organisations and key stakeholders, including the
Commonwealth and Western Australian governments,
regional Natural Resource Management bodies, and local
governments.
As well as its iconic plants, the SWAE is home to the
charismatic, but threatened Carnaby’s black
cockatoo and a variety of unique marsupials,
including the black-flanked rock-wallaby
and quenda. WWF is working with
rural landholders and the wider
community to conserve these
species and to sustainably
manage their habitats. In the
coming year, we will team
with the WA Department of
Environment and Conservation
(DEC) to construct 5,000 metres
of predator-proof fencing to
protect a black-flanked rockwallaby population at Nangeen
Hill, a Class A Nature Reserve in
the Wheatbelt.

Project Officer MIKE GRIFFITHS SETs UP A wildlife SEnsor camera at Kokerbin (SWAE) © Michael Marriott

southwest Australia
ecoregion

Year in Review - Southwest Australia Ecoregion
strategic
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launched

woodland
habitat
protected
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contributed
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A framework for action
Conservation priorities in the Southwest Australia Ecoregion (SWAE) have been
identified and mapped with the completion of the landmark Strategic Biodiversity
Framework. This follows an exhaustive conservation planning process that used
over 1,391 features and a range of threats to determine where conservation action
can most benefit vulnerable plants, animals and ecosystems. The framework, which
was demonstrated to partner organisations and key stakeholders during a travelling
roadshow in June, will guide future conservation planning, on-ground work and
help target investment. Its launch generated great interest and enthusiasm among
representatives of the Federal and Western Australian governments, regional Natural
Resource Management groups, local governments and community organisations when
the roadshow visited 11 towns and cities.
Local conservation successes
More than 1,400 hectares of precious woodland is now protected under the largest
conservation covenant ever implemented by WWF-Australia in the SWAE. We have
finalised the covenant with a private landholder in the north-eastern Wheatbelt – a
region that has been heavily cleared for farming. It safeguards a valuable swathe of
remnant bush, vegetation linkages, rare geological formations and diverse vegetation
communities, some of which are part of the State-listed Threatened Ecological
Community known as the Billeranga System. Many of the unique animals and
ecological functions within these exciting habitats can now be studied free of threat.
Secret lives of quendas
WWF-Australia lifted the lid on the secret life of quendas in Perth and the greater SWAE
during an exciting project with the WA Department of Environment and Conservation
(DEC). The quenda is the Southwest Australia subspecies of the southern brown
bandicoot, which has all but disappeared from other Australian cities, yet can still be
found living in remnant bushland and suburban gardens around Perth. Almost 1,000
residents contributed to a community survey, some even reported quenda sightings using
Facebook and Twitter. The results will be compared with a DEC survey conducted in the
early 1990s, to gauge whether quenda distribution has changed. Information gathered on
quenda deaths will also help to improve our understanding of the threats they face.
Bringing skinks back from the brink
An inspiring partnership between governments, rural communities and
WWF-Australia is helping to bring an endangered lizard back from the brink. New
populations of the western spiny-tailed skink were discovered in recent years in
small pockets of habitat on farms and in towns of the north-eastern Wheatbelt. In
collaboration with Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management Inc., WWF has now
begun targeting key skink habitat and is restoring what remains on three private
properties. One skink population has been microchipped, which paves the way for
groundbreaking research to better inform our conservation efforts.
Urban birds of a feather

Keeping
cockatoos

in the city

Three threatened black cockatoos species – the forest red-tailed, Carnaby’s, and
Baudin’s cockatoo – can still be found in Perth, one of the most rapidly growing urban
centres in Australia. But for how much longer? Clearing removes, on average, 850
hectares of native bush in the Perth Metropolitan Region each year. WWF-Australia
is working with like-minded conservation groups, using the media and public events
to raise awareness of the natural values of Perth and the threat of landclearing.
Protecting some of the last remaining stands of urban bushland is vital to protecting
cockatoos, and to our own health and wellbeing.

WWF-Australia Annual Report 2012
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A global centre for marine biodiversity, the Coral Triangle
surpasses even the Great Barrier Reef for its variety of
tropical marine species. It contains more than half the
world’s coral reefs and over one-third of its coral reef
fish species. Collectively, these natural assets support
the health and livelihoods of more than 100 million
people. Yet foreign fishing fleets and illegal, unregulated
and unreported fishing, and climate change continue to
undermine the security and sustainability of this rich
marine resource.
WWF’s vision is to ensure that the oceans and coasts of the
Coral Triangle and South West Pacific remain vibrant and
healthy for many generations to come. The Coral Triangle
Initiative that we helped launch includes a blueprint for
the sustainable use of marine resources across the region,
and we are helping to create new Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) to conserve the populations, ecosystems and
migratory routes of its marine species. WWF-Australia
played a key role in persuading the Australian Government
to propose the world’s largest system of MPAs around
our country. Next year we will increase our engagement
with our Pacific neighbours, who rely heavily on fishing
as a source of income and livelihoods, to begin building a
regional MPA network.
The Pacific’s small island developing states will be among
those most vulnerable to future climate change impacts.
Together with our regional offices, WWFAustralia is identifying and promoting
opportunities within these coastal
communities for increased
investment in climate
change adaptation
programs.

A fisherman holds his daily catch, caught by traditional spear and net method © Brent Stirton / Getty Images

Coral Triangle and
South West Pacific

Year in Review - Coral Triangle and South West Pacific
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World’s largest system of Marine Protected Areas
The proposal of the world’s largest system of MPAs came on the back of concerted
advocacy of the Australian Government by WWF-Australia and our campaign
partners. The new marine reserves would add 2.37 million square kilometres to the
Commonwealth marine reserves network, which would then span some 3.1 million
square kilometres. WWF welcomes the potential creation of sanctuaries to protect
important reefs of the Coral Sea, areas off the Kimberley coast, the Diamantina
fracture zone and Houtman Canyon off WA, areas off Cape York near the Wellesley
Islands, and some of the seamounts off NSW.
Positive Rio+20 result
The Australian Government has committed an additional $8 million towards the Coral
Triangle Initiative and up to $25 million to the Pacific Oceanscape Framework. This
extra funding, announced by Prime Minister Julia Gillard at the Rio+20 summit, will
assist countries across the Asia-Pacific to improve the management of their oceans and
coastlines. WWF is one of seven Development Partners that provide ongoing support
to the Coral Triangle Initiative on coral reefs, fisheries and food security.
Marine sanctuary zone off the Kimberley Coast
Some of the largest marine sanctuary zones in the state were created off the
Kimberley Coast in Western Australia, thanks, in part, to successful WWF advocacy.
A marine park that spans some 7,000 square kilometres now safeguards important
humpback whale calving grounds within these near-pristine waters. These zones
are critical for the protection of the abundance of fish, sharks and turtles whose
migratory habits take them from the WA coastline to deep within the Coral Triangle
region. The sanctuary zones within this park will protect wildlife and their habitats
from all forms of extraction, including fishing and mining.
WA fisheries certification - a model for the region
WWF has long campaigned to improve fisheries management across the region. Our
advocacy in Australia was rewarded in March when the WA State Government pledged
$14.5 million over four years to promote sustainable fishing practices and to conduct
independent, third party certification of all its commercial fisheries with an annual
production volume and value of 23,156 tonnes and $271.9 million respectively in
2009/10. As a result of this commitment, many threatened, endangered or protected
species will benefit, including sea lions and dolphins as well as target populations and
bycatch species such as vulnerable sharks.
Hooked on turtle safety
Through our partnership with Coles, WWF-Australia coordinated a circle hook
conservation project to reduce sea turtle bycatch in Papua New Guinea and Palau
tuna longline fisheries. Led by our Western Melanesia Program Office, the project saw
3,000 new circle hooks replace the standard “J” hooks aboard several midsize longline
tuna fishing vessels that ply the Coral Triangle and South West Pacific waters.
Leadership in the Pacific fisheries
Working with our partners and AusAID, WWF-Australia is supporting a range of
community-based fisheries projects that integrate income creation, sustainable
livelihoods, poverty reduction and food security with the sustainable management of
coastal fisheries. We are also working with our WWF offices in the region, to improve
the sustainability of tuna fisheries in areas beyond our national jurisdiction, including
supporting Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification for the Western Central
Pacific Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA) free school skipjack tuna fishery.
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Climate change is the greatest threat to many unique
ecosystems and species. WWF-Australia’s climate change
mitigation work engages policymakers, businesses and
communities in the development of action plans and
mechanisms that will help us to reduce our emissions and
move to 100% renewable energy.
WWF is working with key stakeholders, communities
and businesses to implement strong emissions reduction
targets and mechanisms, such as a carbon price, to achieve
these targets. Transitioning to a renewable energy future
depends on legislative, business and finance reform, and
we are dedicated to achieving these changes. Reducing
emissions in key agricultural sectors is a new focus of
WWF-Australia’s climate change response. This will not
only help to curb our national emissions, it will bring
environmental benefits at the regional level. We are aiming
to cooperate with landholders, governments, scientists,
businesses, Natural Resource Management groups and
other stakeholders to develop carbon farming projects that
will deliver sustainable livelihoods and landscapes.
Tackling climate change effectively demands a global
vision and WWF-Australia will continue to support
efforts internationally. At the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other key
fora, we will urge the Australian Government to make
strong commitments to climate change mitigation and
adaptation, and the means of financing those measures.
Closer to home, we hope to convince our government to
introduce an emissions reduction target of at least 25%
of 1990 levels by 2020, a renewable energy target of at
least 40% by 2030, and to back these commitments with
strong policies.

sydney opera house forecourt – earth hour 2012 © Mark Metcalfe Getty Images

Climate Change

Year in Review - Climate Change
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Carbon price legislation and 2050 target
The Australian Government’s introduction of the Clean Energy Act in November
2011, which legislated a carbon price and an 80% emissions reduction target by
2050, represented a major national milestone and a significant WWF win. In
addition to the carbon price, WWF had long been advocating for politicians to
legislate for a 2050 emissions reduction target that would help to establish carbon
budgets, and require business and investors to start planning for a long-term goal.
This Federal legislation is a critical step towards reducing the threats posed by
climate change to our environment, people and species.
100% renewable by 2050
WWF-International released The Energy Report, which demonstrates how the
world can reach the goal of 100% renewable energy by 2050. WWF-Australia
released a supplementary report revealing that Australia could meet the 100%
renewable goal and has the potential to produce some of the world’s cheapest
renewable energy, meeting all of our demands by 2050. WWF believes it is
essential that we achieve this goal, to guarantee energy security and stem the worst
impacts of climate change.
Clean energy investment
WWF’s advocacy and media work provided support for the passing of legislation
in June 2012 to establish a Clean Energy Finance Corporation. This corporation
will be responsible for allocating $10 billion, collected in carbon price revenue over
five years from 2013-2018, to invest in renewable energy that needs assistance.
This will help to commercialise technologies like large-scale solar, which, in turn,
supports new industries and assists in energy security for our nation.
On the international stage
WWF-Australia continues to support WWF-International’s work in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other key fora,
to ensure that the Australian Government maintains its commitment to climate
change mitigation. WWF-Australia’s ongoing advocacy has helped secure, in the
long-term, finance commitments to assist developing countries to mitigate and
adapt to climate change.
Lights out
Earth Hour is Australia’s largest public campaign for action on climate change.
In 2012, over seven million Australians switched off their lights, sending a strong
message that they support urgent action on climate change. Over 150 communityled events took place around the country, who, along with thousands of households,
expressed their intentions to implement their own “Beyond the Hour” actions.
WWF-Australia also engaged Federal, State and local government to participate and
this year, Prime Minister Julia Gillard voiced her support for Earth Hour.
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The Great Barrier Reef is the longest continuous barrier
reef on the planet. It is also one of our most diverse and
awe-inspiring natural landscapes. However, poor water
quality is exacerbating the mounting impacts of climate
change on many of the reef’s impressive marine species,
and poor fishing practices and other threats remain a
serious concern.
WWF-Australia’s vision is to boost the reef’s health by
reforming land and sea-based industries so that the reef
can continue to support viable communities as well as
populations of turtles, dugongs and dolphins. This will
rely on strong Traditional Owner partnerships and the
sustainable use of marine and terrestrial resources.
WWF is building reef resilience against climate change by
addressing major stressors. We are working with a range
of partners to provide incentives for farmers to implement
practices that reduce nutrient pollution flowing into the
reef, and thereby improve water quality and farm viability.
WWF is also working to end poor fishing practices. Our
ongoing advocacy and work with corporate partners and
local fishing operators is helping to secure additional habitat
protection and best practice net, trawl and line fishing.
Another important element of WWFAustralia’s work is our support for
Indigenous rangers and communities
who carry out research on marine
species. In collaboration with
Traditional Owners, the
Queensland Government
and Natural Resource
Management (NRM)
groups, we aim to
develop at least one
demonstration project
in the coming year to
protect key turtle nesting
sites from feral animals.

indigenous ranger Querida Zaro with turtle, great barrier reef, QLD © Gudjuda Reference Group

The great
barrier reef

Year in Review - The Great Barrier Reef
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Clearing the way for reef health
The Queensland Government has committed $35 million each year until 2020 to
fast track farm best management practices to help reduce pollution and achieve reef
water quality targets, following WWF’s advocacy efforts. The investment will reduce
nutrient and sediment pollution, which contributes significantly to the loss of coral
cover, as well as turtle and dugong deaths.
WWF supporters respond to turtle crisis
Australian marine turtles on the Great Barrier Reef were hit hard in 2011 by floods
and cyclones, water pollution, disease, entanglement in fishing nets and coastal
development. More than 1,000 turtles are thought to have died. Thanks to the
generosity of our supporters, WWF has contributed to the ongoing support of three
turtle hospitals in Northern Queensland – at James Cook University, the Cairns
Turtle Rehabilitation Centre, and the Reef HQ Aquarium.
Farmers at the forefront
WWF played a critical role in supporting both the Queensland Government’s Reef
Protection Package and the Australian Government’s Reef Rescue Program and
these programs continue to be rolled out with outstanding results. Some 4,000
cane properties covering nearly 400,000 hectares now apply controlled amounts of
fertilizer. According to the Queensland Government this has led to a 14% reduction
in nitrogen pollution on the reef and savings of $6,000 for each cane farmer. More
than 650 graziers with properties covering 12 million hectares have also implemented
practices to reduce polluted run-off.
Increased Indigenous engagement
As the Queensland Government prepares to employ 40 additional Indigenous
rangers, at least 10 of whom will focus on turtle and dugong conservation on the reef,
WWF-Australia continues its proud history of engagement with Traditional Owners.
We support the turtle monitoring and population management work of the Girringun
Aboriginal Corporation and the Gudjuda Reference Group. WWF is also working with
James Cook University as it investigates the prevalence of the fibropapilloma virus in
reef turtle populations.
Stronger pesticide controls
WWF’s advocacy secured a restriction on the application of diuron, a long-lived
chemical used for weed control during the wet season in reef catchments. Diuron is
responsible for 80% of pesticide impacts on the reef, including damage to corals and
seagrass. We have also been advancing national legislative reforms to show which
pesticides are approved for use – putting the burden of proof for human and animal
safety back onto the chemical companies.
Reducing net fishing impacts
WWF led a campaign by commercial and recreational fishers and tourism representatives
aimed at improving net fishing management that stands to have far-reaching benefits.
The Queensland Government’s commitment of $10 million will help to reduce the
impacts of nets on dugongs, dolphins, turtles and other bycatch species. A structural
adjustment package of $9 million will buy out licences over the next two years, leading
to less commercial net fishing on the reef. The remaining $1 million will help improve
commercial fishery monitoring and management.
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Promoting more sustainable production and consumption
for some of the world’s most important global commodities
is one of the ways that WWF aims to stem biodiversity
loss and mitigate climate change. The WWF Market
Transformation Initiative is demonstrating how essential
commodities can be produced more efficiently, with
less environmental impact, at an affordable price. By
stimulating demand for such products, WWF aims to shift
entire markets towards sustainability.
Our vision is that businesses offer only products that
contribute to economic and social development, and
safeguard Earth’s biodiversity. In Australia, we focus on
improving practices and environmental outcomes for the
following key commodity groups: sugar, beef, seafood, palm
oil, pulp/paper and tropical timber.
Strategic corporate partnerships are helping WWF to
drive demand for sustainable production. By working with
commodity producers, processors, traders, manufacturers,
brand owners and retailers, and by focusing on companies
that influence a major share of the trade, WWF is able to
promote better practices and deliver positive environmental
change along the entire supply chain. Our target is to
secure commitments from at least 20 major businesses in
Australia to implement responsible commodity purchasing
policies by 2016. We are also working with beef and
sugarcane producers to test and promote innovative
practices that can deliver both environmental and
production benefits.
Empowering consumers to make more sustainable choices
is another key step in transforming markets. By leveraging
the marketing power of major retailers, WWF-Australia is
raising awareness among consumers of the most rigorous
product certification and labelling schemes, such as those
administered by the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC),
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), and Roundtable on
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). Additionally, we work with
the financial services industry in Australia to ensure that
lending and investment policies are informed by robust
sustainability standards.

John Reghenzani, Sustainable Industries Manager Terrain - NRM, works to implement project catalyst in far north Queensland © Reef Catchments NRM Group

Market
transformation

Transforming
markets for a
sustainable future
Our approach
WWF aims to improve the way
commodities are produced – to reduce
environmental impacts while delivering
social and economic benefits. However,
this is no small task. How can WWF
influence the buying habits of seven billion
consumers, or the production practices
of 1.5 billion producers globally? The
key is to work with the largest buyers of
each commodity to transform the entire
supply chain. WWF research shows that
by shifting just 20% of market demand,
we can influence up to half of commodity
production.
More and more companies are starting to
make the change – to secure sustainable
supplies of high-quality raw materials and
enhance the appeal of their products to
discerning consumers at the same time.
Once there is sufficient demand for higher
production standards, commodity markets
reach a tipping point where sustainability
becomes the norm. This approach gives us
real leverage and an opportunity to reduce
the negative impacts of production on
critically endangered habitats and species,
even as global demand for commodities
continues to grow.
As part of the Market Transformation
Initiative in Australia, WWF is working to
improve sustainability along the
supply chain.

SUPPLIERS:
Greatest
Point of
Leverage

Retailers / Buyers
Brands
Manufacturers
Traders
Processors

7 BILLION CONSUMERS
OF RESOURCES

400COMPANIES
CONTROL

70% OF RESOURCES

Setting standards
WWF-Australia supports the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC),
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), Aquaculture Stewardship
Council (ASC), and Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO).
These independent schemes provide companies with a reliable way
of ensuring the sustainability of their supply chains. They also help
consumers to easily identify more sustainable products.

Partnering in the seafood sector
More than 200 million people rely on our oceans for their livelihoods
and a further 950 million depend on them as a primary source of
protein. However, they are not an inexhaustible supply of food and
resources. Destructive fishing methods, bycatch and overfishing, are
pushing our oceans to their limits.
By making the choice to only buy and eat sustainable seafood,
consumers can contribute to the long-term health of our oceans.
This choice also supports those fisheries operating sustainably and
encourages others to follow suit.
The Asia-Pacific region is an important seafood market for Australia.
We produce, export and import hundreds of thousands of tonnes of
seafood each year to and from the region. The social, economic and
environmental well-being of the region’s fisheries and aquaculture
sectors are inextricably intertwined with ours.
WWF works with Australia’s leading seafood businesses – chosen
because of their progressive practices and significant influence
over supply chains. We support their efforts to set an example for
responsible seafood production and sustainable sourcing. Ultimately,
we hope this will transform the entire industry across the AsiaPacific region.
WWF has partnered with Blackmores, Coles, John West and Tassal
to help them transition to responsibly sourced seafood and fish oil
products by 2015.

John West
Australia’s largest branded
seafood supplier, with almost
40% share of the canned seafood
category.*
John West partnered with WWF in
2012 to improve the sustainability of its
seafood supply chain in Australia and
New Zealand, and to educate consumers
about their seafood choices – including
MSC and ASC certified products.
As part of an ongoing dedication to
providing customers with sustainable
seafood options, John West’s range of
Red & Pink Alaskan Salmon has been
MSC certified for almost a decade. This
certification means these products have
met the MSC’s strict chain of custody
criteria that ensures full traceability. In
addition to this, John West launched a
range of responsibly sourced Pole and
Line caught Skipjack Tuna early in 2012.
*Source: “Simplot’s calculation based in part on
data reported by Nielsen through its Scan Track
service for Canned Fish & Seafood category
[Simplot-defined] based on data MAT 12/08/2012,
for the Australia total grocery market. (Copyright
© 2012, Nielsen.)”

“We are passionate about seafood
and committed to responsibly
sourcing our products. We want to
make sure quality seafood can be
enjoyed for generations to come.”
Terry O’Brien, Managing Director
Simplot Australia (owner of John West Australia)

Bluefin tuna shoal © Wild Wonders

Coles

Blackmores

One of Australia’s leading
supermarket chains, with around
750 stores across Australia.
Coles is working with WWF to improve
the sustainability of their seafood
supply and educate consumers about
sustainable seafood choices, including
MSC and ASC certified products.
The three-year partnership began in
2011 and has already seen all of Coles’
fresh seafood reviewed. By 2015,
all Coles’ seafood will come from
responsible sources.

“We know that customers are
increasingly concerned about
how and where their seafood is
caught. By working with WWF
we can help provide customers
with better seafood choices
which are not only great quality
but also sustainably fished.”
John Durkan, Merchandising Director
Coles Supermarkets Limited

Tassal
The largest aquaculture
company in Australia and
supplies 90% of Tasmanian
salmon to Australian retailers.
Tassal partnered with WWF in 2012
to work together to ensure their
seafood is produced through the
highest global standard of responsible
aquaculture practices by 2015 and to
educate consumers about responsibly
produced seafood, including ASC
certified products.
In order to achieve this, maintain
its high standards and to assure
customer confidence in their products,
Tassal will pursue an external
certification which is supported by
a stringent auditing system.
Tassal aims to be the first aquaculture
operation in the Asia-Pacific region to
undergo and achieve ASC certification,
and catalyse improvements to current
aquaculture standards, regulations and
governance across the industry.

“We aim to be one of the most
diligent operators in Australian
aquaculture. Partnering with
WWF on our sustainability
journey will deliver even more
opportunities.”
Mark Ryan, Managing Director and CEO
Tassal Group Limited

Australia’s leading natural
health brand and the market
leader in vitamin, herbal and
mineral supplements.
Blackmores is partnering with WWF
as part of its commitment to achieving
a higher level of sustainability for
their fish and krill oil sources by
2015 and to educate consumers
about responsible fish and krill oil,
including MSC certified products.
Blackmores Eco Krill is the only
krill oil available in Australia that
has been certified as sustainable
by the MSC. WWF supports MSC
certification as the most sustainable
choice for krill oil.

“Our partnership with WWF
and commitment to the MSC are
hugely significant. We agree
that businesses in the seafood
economy have an essential role in
managing sustainable fish stocks”
Marcus Blackmore, Chairman
Blackmores

Sugar
Project Catalyst is a pioneering partnership between WWF-Australia, sugarcane growers,
Natural Resource Management groups and The Coca-Cola Foundation, supported by State
and Federal agencies. The project aims to reduce the environmental impacts of sugar
production on the Great Barrier Reef. New technologies and practices tested in the field
show that crop yields can be sustained and economic returns improved, while reducing
fertilizer and herbicide run-off into the reef.

Palm oil
A key ingredient in around half of all processed foods and many cosmetic products,
palm oil is mainly produced in plantations in Southeast Asia. Recent expansion
of palm oil production is a major cause of deforestation, habitat loss, air pollution
and climate change. WWF-Australia helps companies deliver on their commitments
to responsible sourcing of palm oil, through benchmarking, market analysis and support
for the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO).

Timber and paper
WWF’s Global Forest & Trade Network (GFTN) aims to eliminate illegal logging and
drive improvements in forest management by providing expert advice and fostering
trade links between companies. Global Forest & Trade Network participants in Australia
include Bunnings and Kimberly-Clark Australia & New Zealand. These organisations have
committed to removing unwanted or unknown sources of wood fibre from their supply
chains and to purchase Forest Stewardship Council certified forest products.

Beef
We work with Australia’s top beef industry players, including McDonald’s, JBS, Teys,
Merck and The Cattle Council of Australia, to promote sustainable beef production.
Our work builds on farm management practices proven to increase groundcover and
farm profitability, while reducing environmental impacts and vulnerability to
climate change.

Seafood
WWF-Australia is working with Blackmores, Coles, John West and Tassal to help
them transition to responsibly sourced seafood and fish oil products by 2015. WWF
and our partners recognise Marine Stewardship Council and Aquaculture Stewardship
Council certification as the highest standards available for sourcing sustainably caught
and responsibly farmed seafood. Our partners have also signed the WWF Global Seafood
Charter which sets out clear principles and objectives to safeguard marine ecosystems,
ensuring the long-term viability of seafood supplies.

Financial services
WWF works with financial institutions to integrate sustainability considerations into
lending and investment operations. Since 2006, WWF-Australia and ANZ International
and Institutional Banking have worked together on a range of sustainability issues of
importance to the bank’s clients, sectors, and geographies where it operates. WWFAustralia provides ANZ with an important external perspective and helps the bank
identify sustainability issues at an early stage.

© Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon © naturepl.com /Christophe Courteau / WWF © Edward Parker / WWF-Canon © Ian McConnel / WWF-AUS © Wild Wonders /Zankl / WWF © Fotosearch

Engaging and partnering with business in Australia

Year in Review - Market Transformation
sustainability
Leadership

program
launched

100% CERTIFIED

CSPO BY 2015

increased fsc
AWARENESS

KEY FISHERIES

CERTIFIED
renewed funding of

$500,000

towards precision
agriculture

farmers implement
practices
to help the reef

Sustainable finance
A strategic WWF-Australia partnership with ANZ International and Institutional Banking
is helping to raise awareness of sustainability issues throughout ANZ. Having renewed our
three-year partnership with ANZ in April 2011, WWF recruited a finance sector specialist
to help raise awareness and communicate WWF’s perspective on a range of important
sustainability issues to the bank’s clients, sectors, and geographies where it operates. A
Sustainability Leadership Program, launched in Melbourne and Sydney in April/May
2012, has already provided 85 senior ANZ bankers in-depth training in sustainability and
the associated risks and opportunities for the banking sector. This popular program will
continue to be rolled out across ANZ offices in Australia and Asia during 2012-13.
Palm oil progress
WWF-Australia’s advocacy has played a key role in influencing at least four of
Australia’s major manufacturers and retailers of products containing palm oil to
commit to sourcing 100% certified sustainable palm oil (CSPO) by 2015. This is a
significant outcome considering they currently account for more than two-thirds of
crude palm oil imports to Australia.
Love Your Forests
Australian consumers embraced the Love Your Forests campaign rolled out by
WWF-Australia in collaboration with the Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC)
and Kimberly-Clark Australia & New Zealand. Not only did this effort to promote
sustainably produced timber and paper products increase awareness of the FSC
and its eco-label; shoppers also played their part in reducing illegal logging and
unsustainable forest practices at the supermarket checkout by buying FSC certified
products. This helps to strengthen the business case for the adoption of voluntary
sustainability standards and certification.
Getting hooked on responsible seafood
WWF works with major seafood producers and buyers around the world to improve
fisheries management and ensure that all seafood comes from sustainable sources.
In Australia, we are working with Coles, John West, Tassal and Blackmores to help
them move to sustainably caught and responsibly farmed seafood. A number of key
Australian fisheries, including the Spencer Gulf king prawn fishery and the Western
Central Pacific Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA) free school skipjack tuna
fishery, also received MSC certification during the past year, achieving the highest
standard for fishing practices.
Renewed Project Catalyst funding
Pioneering cooperation between WWF, The Coca-Cola Foundation, the Reef Catchments
Regional Natural Resource Management (NRM) Group, and a dedicated group of
Queensland cane farmers under the banner of Project Catalyst is helping to reduce
the environmental impact of sugarcane production, giving cane growers focused on
innovation the support they need to make sustainable practices a reality. Renewed
funding of $500,000 from Coca-Cola will assist farmers to implement precision
agricultural practices. If adopted widely, these measures would help reduce pollution
affecting the Great Barrier Reef. WWF also participated in several beef industry
gatherings and facilitated the annual conference and general meeting of the world’s
sustainable sugar standard, Bonsucro, in November 2011.
Taste of success
Several milestones were achieved during the past year in WWF’s efforts to promote
sustainable agriculture and reduce water pollution – one of the biggest threats to
the Great Barrier Reef. Among them was our contribution to the establishment of
a national Roundtable for Sustainable Beef, which brings cattle graziers and major
beef buyers together to identify and promote sustainable practices that increase
productivity while reducing run-off and pollution.
WWF-Australia Annual Report 2012
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People power is at the heart of WWF’s work. Only by
partnering with communities can we campaign, raise
funds, change minds, and rally governments and business
to create a sustainable future.
We also acknowledge the many businesses and their
people, science and conservation partners who share our
vision and generously give us their time and expertise. Our
goals are as ambitious as the challenges are great, but your
support is making a world of difference.

wwf-australia team © WWF-Australia

The Power and
the Passion

Year in Review - People Power
152 countries
& territories
switched off

Inspiring people around the world
The darkest hour around the globe – Earth Hour – casts the brightest spotlight on
WWF’s vision for the future. In March 2012, a record 152 countries and territories,
more than 6,700 cities, towns and municipalities, and millions of people took part
in the biggest Earth Hour event to date.
Earth Hour is more than just switching off your lights for an hour. Whether they
participated in the Earth Hour Awards, held an unplugged fundraising event, or
switched to a green energy provider, millions around the world pledged to reduce
your personal impact on the planet and to live more sustainably.

22,511

people signed
petitions

On the frontline
By actively engaging in social media, our supporters stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with WWF at the forefront of environmental change. In spreading WWF’s messages
and supporting our campaigns, they directly influenced decision-makers around
the country.
Adding their voice to the “Say Yes” campaign this year contributed to the
introduction of groundbreaking Clean Energy legislation. Continued advocacy
also encouraged the Federal Government to propose the world’s largest Marine
Protected Area network.

Donor NUMBERS

increased

44%

87
CONTRIBUTE TO
workplace giving

companies

Our loyal financial supporters
Consistent and reliable funding is the cornerstone of WWF’s work. Our donors
investment and generous bequest pledges enable us to respond effectively to the
complex conservation challenges our world faces.
This year, our financial donors grew in number by 22,000, to 72,000, with record
support for our campaign to save tigers from poaching. With your help, WWF
redoubled its efforts to protect tigers, their prey and habitat, eliminate the illegal
tiger trade and to increase political will, commitment and funding.
Our allies in business through workplace giving
Each year, a growing number of businesses and their employees make a significant
contribution to WWF’s conservation endeavours. Monthly tax-deductible donations
from your pre-tax pay allow us to allocate funds where they are needed most.
The best and brightest talent

Commitment to

Diversity

fostering
teamwork

31
volunteers
& interns

With an impressive track record and international reputation, WWF-Australia
continues to attract staff of the highest calibre. Many of those helping to realise
our ambitious goals are recognised experts in their fields. This year, our ongoing
commitment to diversity also led to the establishment of another Indigenous
engagement position.
Committed to teamwork
WWF fosters a culture of teamwork, while building leadership through assessments
and coaching programs. Our cross-departmental teams participated in team-building
workshops that recognise the value of collaboration and inspire employee engagement.
Our passionate volunteers and interns
WWF volunteers and interns have had valuable input into our conservation,
fundraising, marketing and communications efforts. We warmly thank those
volunteers who gave so generously of their time and the interns who applied their
graduate skills to our projects during the past year.
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Unsustainable demands on our forests, freshwater
and marine resources directly threaten the lives and
livelihoods, environments and economies of some of
the world’s poorest people – including millions of our
neighbours in the Asia-Pacific. WWF-Australia continues
to work in partnership with AusAID, the Australian
Government’s overseas aid program, to alleviate poverty,
promote sustainable livelihoods and conserve some of the
most biodiverse environments in the world.

Solomon Island
Mangrove project

Hydropower in
the Upper Mekong
First Hydropower
Sustainability
Assessment Protocol
completed on the
Mekong River in China,
to promote sustainable
use and benefits to all,
as the Mekong is home
to millions of poor and
vulnerable families.

Mangrove nurseries
established to
rehabilitate mangroves
in Western Province,
Solomon Islands. This
will directly benefit
250 people and be
used to educate
hundreds more about
the vital importance of
mangroves for fish.

Papua New Guinea
Mangrove project
Mangrove fish
nurseries and habitat
rehabilitated by planting
15,000 mangrove
seedlings, providing
food and livelihoods for
600 people in Madang
and Manus Provinces in
Papua New Guinea.

Hook and line fisherman with his day’s catch, a dozen coral trout © Jurgen Freund / WWF-Canon

partnering with
ausaid since 1994

financial
statements
Auditor’s report on
the financial report

Independent auditor’s report to
the Board of Directors of the
World Wide Fund for Nature
Australia (WWF).

The summary financial statements, of World Wide Fund for Nature Australia,
comprising the summary balance sheet as at 30 June 2012, the summary statement of
comprehensive income and summary statement of changes in equity for the year then
ended are derived from the audited financial report of World Wide Fund for Nature
Australia for the year ended 30 June 2012. We expressed an unmodified auditor’s
opinion on that financial report in our auditor’s report dated 25 October 2012.
The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required
by Australian Accounting Standards and the Corporations Act 2001, the NSW
Charitable Fundraising Act 1991, the NSW Charitable Fundraising Regulation
2008 and the Australian Council for International Development Code of Conduct
applied in the preparation of audited financial report of World Wide Fund for Nature
Australia. Reading the summary financial statements, therefore is not a substitute
for reading the audited financial report of World Wide Fund for Nature Australia.
The responsibility of the Directors for the summary financial statements
The Directors of the Board are responsible for the preparation of the summary of the
audited financial report on the basis described in Note 1.
Auditor’s responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary financial statements based
on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing
Standards ASA810 Engagements to Report on Summary Financial Statements.
Auditor’s Opinion
In our opinion, the summary financial statements derived from the audited financial
report of World Wide Fund for Nature Australia for the year ended 30 June 2012 are
consistent in all material respects, with that audited financial report, on the basis
described in Note 1.

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Chartered Accountants

Shannon Maher
Partner – Sydney
25 October 2012.

financial overview

Basis of Accounting and Restriction on Distribution and Use
Without modifying our opinion, we draw attention to Note 1 of the summary
financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. The summary financial
statements has been prepared to assist World Wide Fund for Nature Australia to meet
the requirements of the ACFID Code of Conduct. As a result, the summary financial
statements may not be suitable for another purpose. Our report is intended solely for
the Directors of the Board of World Wide Fund for Nature Australia.

2012 was an strong year for WWF-Australia with income growing by 24% to just
over $24M. Significant, but unanticipated, bequest income was received during the
year resulting in a surplus of over $2M for the year. This provided a strong financial
base, with total equity of over $8M available to fund future growth and increased
conservation spending.
WWF’s five-year strategic plan is to double the amount spent on conservation to over
$20M p.a. by 2016. To achieve this growth WWF has invested in individual supporter
fundraising activities during 2011-12, with the aim of significantly increasing supporter
income in future periods. This increase in fundraising investment will continue into
2012-13 before slowing in the later years of the plan as the additional income generated
is allocated to conservation programs.
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Statement of comprehensive
income for the year ended
30 June 2012

2012
$

2011
$

Donations and gifts – monetary

17,272,214

13,867,399

Bequests and Legacies

3,000,433

1,202,995

Revenue

Grants
AusAID

150,000

250,012

Other Australian

1,013,848

1,091,983

Other overseas

2,291,764

2,574,528

474,927

407,097

24,203,186

19,394,014

Investment income

Total Revenue

Expenditure
International Aid and Development Programs
Expenditure
International Programs
Funds to international programs
Total International Aid and
Development Programs Expenditure

150,000

608,927

150,000

608,927

Other International Programs
International Programs
Funds to international programs

1,076,507

576,538

222,406

368,889

162,367

135,624

1,461,280

1,081,051

Funds to domestic programs

7,902,361

8,743,147

Community education

1,397,653

1,314,515

8,618,196

4,621,667

–

7,979

Program support costs
Fundraising Costs
Public
Total Other International Programs Expenditure

Domestic Programs Expenditure

Fundraising costs
During the year to 30 June
2012, WWF-Australia had
no transactions in the
Evangelistic, Political or
Religious Proselytisation
programs category.
During the year to 30 June
2012, WWF-Australia had
no category of income or
expenditure required to be
disclosed in accordance with
the ACFID Code of Conduct
other than as shown above.

Public
Realised loss on investments
Impairment of investments

148,905

–

2,203,950

2,094,596

Total Domestic Programs Expenditure

20,271,065

16,781,904

Total Expenditure

21,882,345

18,471,882

2,320,841

922,132

(49,195)

50,838

2,271,646

972,970

Accountability and Administration

Excess of Revenue over Expenditure
Other comprehensive (expense)/income

Total comprehensive income for the year

The percentage analysis
opposite is derived by
dividing the relevant type of
income by the total income
for the year and expressing
it as a percentage.

income analysis 2012
12% Legacies

2% Interest and investment income
1% Trusts & foundations

9% WWF Network
10% Corporations
5% Government Grants
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61% Individual supporters

Balance Sheet as at
30 June 2012

2012

2011

$

$

6,053,445

3,873,704

1,147,370

507,545

7,200,815

4,381,249

Assets
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Trade and other receivables

Total Current Assets
Non-current Assets
Other financial assets

2,250,708

2,434,689

Property, plant and equipment

246,459

320,626

Total Non-current Assets

2,497,167

2,755,315

Total Assets

9,697,982

7,136,564

1,309,193

1,007,260

95,711

72,682

1,404,904

1,079,942

150,244

185,434

150,244

185,434

Total Liabilities

1,555,148

1,265,376

Net Assets

8,142,834

5,871,188

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables
Provisions

Total Current Liabilities
Non-current Liabilities
Provisions

Total Non-current Liabilities

Equity
Reserves

4,276,005

2,061,695

Retained Earnings

3,866,829

3,809,493

8,142,834

5,871,188

Total Equity

As at 30 June 2012 WWF-Australia had no category of Assets or Liabilities required to be disclosed in accordance with
the ACFID Code of Conduct other than as shown above.

Retained
earnings

Statement of Changes
in Equity for the year
ended 30 June 2012

Reserves

Total

Earmarked
funds

Investments
revaluation

Endowment
fund

Balance at 1 July 11
(commencing balance)

3,809,493

1,232,787

116,908

712,000

5,871,188

Other comprehensive loss

–

–

(49,195)

–

(49,195)

2,320,841

–

–

–

2,320,841

Other amounts transferred
(to) / from reserves

(2,263,505)

212,505

–

2,051,000

–

Balance at 30 June 12
(year end balance)

3,866,829

1,445,292

67,713

2,763,000

8,142,834

Excess of revenue
over expenses

WWF-Australia has not provided a Statement of Cash Movements, as no single appeal, grant or other form of fundraising
(except for the AusAID grant) for a designated purpose generated 10% or more of the organisation’s international aid
and development revenue for the financial year.
Note 1
Extracted from Financial Statements – 30 June 2012. Full financial statements available on request, or via download
from WWF-Australia’s website www.wwf.org.au.
The Summary Financial Reports have been prepared in accordance with the requirements set out in the ACFID Code
of Conduct. For further information on the Code please refer to the ACFID Code of Conduct Implementation Guidance
available at www.acfid.asn.au
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corporate
governance

WWF-Australia is a not-for-profit
organisation governed by a Board of
Directors and has a membership of
approximately 80 Governors. The
Board oversees performance and
compliance and ensures effective
governance and leadership. Our
Governors are experts in their fields
and serve as WWF champions.

board of directors
Rob Purves, AM

Dedee Woodside, BSc (Hons), PhD, GAIDC

President; Director.

Director; Member, Program and Conservation Committee.

Member, Board of Directors since 2010, WWF-Australia.
Former President, WWF-Australia; Former Board
Member, WWF International. Founding Member, The
Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists; Chair, Purves
Environmental Fund; Chair, Sustainable Business
Australia; Patron, Lizard Island Research Station;
Governor, Australian Youth Climate Coalition; and former
Chair of ASX listed health company, DCA Group Limited.

Member, Board of Directors since 2007; Managing
Director of a consultancy (Corporate & Community
Sustainability International), Wildlife Ecologist specialising
in community engagement, development and natural
resource management; Deputy Chair of the Invasive Animal
Cooperative Research Centre; Member, Board of the Sydney
Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority, Member
Australian National Animal Welfare Committee and Chair,
Great Ape Futures Fund Australia.

Andrew Burbidge, BSc (Hons), PhD
Director; Member, Board of Directors since 2006; Chair,
Program and Conservation Committee.
Chair, WWF Western Australia Advisory Committee;
Chair, Threatened Species Scientific Committee (Western
Australia) and Chair, Gorgon Barrow Island Net
Conservation Benefits Advisory Board.

Peter Kingston, BCom, LLB, CA FTIA
Director; Chair, Finance, Audit & Risk Management
Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2006; former Corporate
Tax Partner, KPMG; and former Member, Board of KPMG.
Brent Wallace, BCom, GAICD

Anthony Fitzwilliams Hyde
Director; Member, The Nominating & Governance
Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2005; Board Member,
Abercrombie & Kent (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
Linda Funnell-Milner, LLB, DipEd
Director; Vice President; Chair, The Nominating &
Governance Committee; Member, Finance, Audit & Risk
Management Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2009; Corporate
sustainability consultant and expert, specialising in
greenhouse, energy and carbon footprints; former Chair
and GRI Stakeholder Council (Amsterdam)
Paul Harris, M.A., F.Fin
Director; Member, The Nominating & Governance
Committee; Member, Finance,Audit & Risk Management
Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2010.
Diccon Loxton, BA, LLB
Director; Secretary; Member, Program and Conservation
Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2004; Partner, Allens
Arthur Robinson solicitors, since 1984; Director, Banking
and Financial Services Law Association; Governor,
Ascham School Limited; and Chairman, Australian
Museum Foundation.
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Director; Member, Finance, Audit & Risk Management
Committee.
Member, Board of Directors since 2006; CEO and founder,
Galileo Kaleidoscope; Non-Executive Board Director,
Blackmores Ltd; and former Managing Director,
Ogilvy & Mather, Australia.

Patron
Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AV CVO
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia.

executive team
The Executive Team drives strategic direction for
WWF-Australia’s present and future. This direction is
detailed in our WWF-Australia Strategic Plan 2011-2016,
which has been approved by the Board of Directors.
Executive Team members lead and manage both their
functional areas and the organisation as a whole to achieve
high performance at low risk.

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS
Dermot O’Gorman, EMBA(Hons), MSc, BSc (Hons) Dip Sc
Chief Executive Officer, WWF-Australia

Dr Ghislaine Llewellyn, PhD, MSc, BS (Hons)
Conservation Director

Since becoming Chief Executive Officer in 2010, Dermot
O’Gorman has steered WWF-Australia in developing a new
strategy, focused on six high impact initiatives. He also led the
organisation through recent big conservation wins, including
WWF’s contribution to carbon price laws and plans for a
national network of marine parks.

Dr Ghislaine (Gilly) Llewellyn joined WWF-Australia in
2005, having previously spent a decade studying coral
reefs and working with WWF-Indonesia, WWF-US and
WWF International on marine conservation issues.
Gilly started with WWF-Australia leading the marine
program and in 2009, led an expedition to study the
wildlife impacted by Australia’s largest offshore oil
spill as well as leading WWF-Australia’s efforts to build
systems of marine parks around Australia and around
Antarctica. In 2010 Gilly became Conservation Director
and oversees the conservation advocacy, partnerships
and on-ground activities.

With business key to meeting sustainability challenges,
Dermot has driven the Market Transformation programme,
forging partnerships with John West, Coles and KimberlyClark Australia & New Zealand to deliver sustainably
sourced commodities.
Dermot has worked for over two decades in conservation and
sustainable development, and has an MBA (IMD-Switzerland)
and a Masters of Science (London School of Economics).

COMMITTEES

KEY SERVICE PROVIDERS

Finance, Audit & Risk Management Committee

Allens Arthur Robinson
Australia and New Zealand
Banking Group Limited

It is the role of the Finance, Audit & Risk Management
Committee to assist the Board to provide oversight of
WWF-Australia’s financial and risk management programs.
Program and Conservation Committee
It is the role of the Program and Conservation Committee to
assist the Board to provide oversight on the business of the
organisation, including conservation, media and marketing.
The Nominating & Governance Committee
It is the role of The Nominating & Governance Committee
to ensure that the most credible, diverse and committed
individuals are in a position to influence the strategic
outcomes of the organisation in the most appropriate way
- the right people in the right place.

governors
Ms Lyn Allison
Cr Michael Berwick, AM
Mr Ken Boundy
Mr Greg Bourne
Mr Peter Bridgman
Dr Margaret Brock
Dr Andrew Burbidge
Mr William Burrell, AM
Mrs Sidonie Carpenter
Mr Richard Cassels
Mr Michael Chilcott
Mr Peter Cosier
Prof. Bart Currie
Prof. Stephen Davies
Prof. Christopher Dickman
Mrs Catherine Dowling
Dr Colin Filer
Dr Guy Fitzhardinge
Prof. Tim Flannery
Ms Linda Funnell-Milner

Baker & McKenzie (Earth Hour)
Ethinvest Pty Ltd
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Scientific support
WWF is a science based organisation. We pride ourselves on
the rigour of our work. Our impact depends on the quality of
our science, and we are fortunate in having the help of many
of Australia’s scientists.
We would like to thank those scientists and acknowledge
their contribution. There are too many to mention, but
they help us in many ways – participating in workshops,
reviewing and contributing to our publications, and giving
advice and information on the latest research.

WWF-Australia has a membership of 81 committed Governors, who are charged with
actively promoting and supporting the objectives for which WWF was established.
Prof. Stephen Garnett
Mrs Margaret Gibson
Mr Douglas Gimesy
Mr Rob Gordon
Mr Piers Grove
Mrs Alison Hanson
Dr Ronnie Harding
Mrs Barbara Hardy, AO
Mr Paul Harris
Mr Ken Hickson
The Hon. Robert Hill, AC
Ms Elizabeth Ho OAM
Prof. Stephen Hopper, AC
Mr Tony Hyams, AC
Mr Anthony Hyde
Dr David Ireland
The Hon. John Kerin, AM
Mr Jason Kimberley
Mr Peter Kingston
Cr. Robert Kok

Mr Diccon Loxton
Dr Don McFarlane
Mr Michael McFarlane
Ms Sunday McKay
Mrs Marian Micalizzi
Mr John Mooney
Assoc Prof. Susan Moore
Mr David Moyle, AM
Dr Warren Musgrave
Mr Anthony Nicholas
Mrs Christina Nicholas
Ms Louise O’Halloran
Mr Brad Orgill
The Hon. Michael Pembroke
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many WWF-Australia staff commute by bicycle © Katrin Havia / WWF-Finland

WWF-AUSTRALIA
SUSTAINABILITY
REPORT 2012
WWF-Australia walks the talk. We scrutinise our own use
of natural resources and constantly strive to improve the
sustainability of our day-to-day operations.
In October 2011, WWF-Australia approved the
Sustainability Strategy 2011-2016, which defines the
following vision:
To have the WWF network’s 10 One Planet Living
principles integrated into WWF-Australia’s
decisionmaking, activities and actions, reducing our
impact on the planet, strengthening our position as the
leading NGO in Australia and enhancing our ability to
change environmental practices in Australia.
The Sustainability Committee, established in December 2011,
is responsible for implementing this strategy. The committee
comprises five teams that cover Energy and Transport, Waste
and Water, Paper, Procurement, and Culture.

one planet
living principles
1. Zero carbon
2. Zero waste
3. Sustainable transport
4. Local and sustainable materials
5. Local and sustainable food
6. Sustainable water
7. Natural habitats and wildlife
8. Culture and heritage
9. Equity and fairtrade
10. Health and happiness

Year in Review - Sustainability

By 2015, WWF-Australia will halve its per capita emissions from air travel
against a 2008-09 baseline.
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Figure 2: WWF-Australia’s carbon emissions (tonnes CO2 equivalent) from air travel – total and per
4 capita
Total air travel emissions
Emissions per staff member

Total air travel emissions
Emissions per staff member

200

2

1000
0
800

FY09

FY10

FY11

FY12

10
8

600

6

400

4

200
0

12

2

FY09

FY10

FY11

Per capita tonnes CO2 equivalent

in carbon
emissions

FY09

90000

Total tonnes CO2 equivalent

reduction

120000

Total tonnes CO2 equivalent

35

%

Sydney

Transport
Brisbane

Total energy consumption
(kWh)

(Sydney, Brisbane and Perth)

Per capita energy consumption
(kWh)

Sydney
Brisbane
Perth
Per capita
Total

Total energy consumption
(kWh)

Total paper consumption
(A4 sheets)

Energy

Per capita paper consumption
(A4 sheets)

in energy
consumption

By 2015, WWF-Australia will reduce its per capita energy use by 30% against a
2008-09 baseline.
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flow
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installed

waste & water
By 2013, all waste generated by WWF-Australia will be recycled.
Our commitment to reducing waste and water use this year has focused on
understanding our current footprint and establishing baselines. Both the Sydney
and Perth offices have co-mingled waste streams, which are sorted off-site by waste
service providers. We have introduced on-site sorting in our new Brisbane office
and plan to follow suit in Sydney next year. This will help to divert food waste from
landfill and, according to evidence, could also reduce overall waste generation.
All WWF-Australia’s toners and batteries are sent to the Planet Ark recycling
program, while our Fundraising department uses a combination of recycled,
recyclable and biodegradable materials in direct marketing.
Flow restrictors have been installed in all taps in the Sydney office, while the Perth
and Brisbane offices will be investing in water-saving technology next financial year.

paperless PAPER
meetings WWF-Australia will introduce paperless meetings by 2013.
has reduced total paper consumption across its Sydney, Brisbane and
trialled WWF-Australia
Perth offices by 8% since FY2009-10. Per capita consumption over the same period has
fallen by 16%. Particularly impressive are the reductions in overall paper consumption
in Perth (down by 44%) and Brisbane (down by 35%), reflecting staff dedication and
innovation. Even more encouraging is the fact that WWF’s per capita consumption is
less than 40% of that of the average Australian Government office worker, who uses
9,300 sheets of A4 paper annually according to the National Audit Office.
WWF-Australia established a pilot program for paperless meetings this year.
It commenced in February with the Board of Directors trialling alternative
technology – setting an example for cultural change throughout the organisation.
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Procurement
WWF-Australia will develop a sustainable procurement policy by 2013, to be
applied by 2016.
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sustainable
office fitout
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A sustainable procurement policy being drafted this year will be rolled out next
1200
year. This policy will set120000
out broad environmental, fair trade and human rights
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considerations. The Sustainability Committee has
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six priority procurement categories, and will develop specific guidelines,
Brisbane and life cycle 60000
checklists
assessment methods to aid decision-making.
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Figure 3: WWF-Australia’s paper use (A4 sheets per year) – total and per capita
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of the Brisbane
office enabled us to trial a number of approaches
300
30000
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to sustainable
procurement
that
will help inform future policy and guide the
Total
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0
(Sydney, Brisbaneof
and Perth)
relocation
the Sydney office,
earmarked
for
FY09
FY10FY2012-13.
FY11 For example,
FY12 WWF
incorporated sustainability requirements into the facilities, fit-out and supplier
specifications. A key component was to favour Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
certified timber and wood based products. FSC is one of a range of standards
that WWF supports through its Market Transformation Initiative. For more
information about WWF-Australia’s work on transforming markets, see p.14-15.
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principles
incorporated

Culture
Sustainability principles and practices concerning culture, heritage, equity,
health and happiness are aligned to current organisation development and
human resource management strategies.
WWF-Australia has incorporated sustainability principles into key People and
Organisation Development practices and processes, including position descriptions,
performance management and development activities.
Our Indigenous Engagement Strategy recognises the need to respect the cultural,
social, legal and economic relationship between Indigenous peoples, their land
and rights.
Several staff completed a Certificate IV, Environmental Management and
Sustainability course this year, which included training in environmental
management planning, waste reduction and risk assessment. WWF-Australia also
joined Green Office (a WWF-Finland led initiative), which provides a practical
framework for improving the environmental performance of offices.
WWF-Australia’s sustainability commitment extends to external suppliers.
Outsourced fundraising teams receive training and guidance on our sustainability
objectives, and we recently partnered with the St Vincent de Paul-run Ozanam
Industries, which employs over 100 Australians with a disability, to meet our
warehousing and mailing needs.

WWF Codes of Conduct
As a professional organisation delivering quality outcomes, WWF-Australia holds an
accredited status from AusAID, the Australian Government’s overseas aid programme;
and is a signatory to the Australian Council for International Development (ACFID) and
the Fundraising Institute of Australia (FIA) codes of conduct.

If you need to make a complaint against WWF-Australia please email us at
enquiries@wwf.org.au or call us on 1800 032 551.
Should you believe that WWF-Australia has breached the Code of Conduct please
visit the ACFID website at http://www.acfid.asn.au/code-of-conduct and complete
a complaint form or contact the ACFID Code Management Team on 02 6281 9222.

RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT
Responsible and sustainable investment is a logical extension of
WWF-Australia’s mission and we are pleased to be the first NGO
certified* by the Responsible Investment Association Australasia
(RIAA). WWF invests in a range of listed securities that are
under the direct management of our financial advisor Ethinvest.
The responsible investment methodology we use applies to all
WWF investments, including fixed interest, Australian shares,
international shares and property.
The Ethinvest Sustainable Rating System, which WWF-Australia follows, aims to
produce a portfolio comprising companies that contribute to the protection and
improvement of our environment and a more sustainable society. Companies fall
into three categories: green (activities that benefit), white (activities that do no
harm) or black (those that damage people or the environment).
The portfolio must have no black-rated, between 50 and 100% green-rated and
between 0 and 50% white-rated investments.
*WWF-Australia has been certified by RIAA according to the strict disclosure practices required under the Responsible
Investment Certification Program. See www.responsibleinvestment.org for full details.
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Securing a price on carbon
The Australian Government’s introduction of
a Clean Energy Act is a critical step towards
reducing the threats posed by climate change
to our environment, people and species.

Walk the talk

Annual & SUSTAINABILITY Report 2012

Putting our best foot forward
Indigenous
engagement
Continuing our proud history
of engagement with traditional
owners, we welcome 40
additional Indigenous rangers
and support their dugong
and turtle conservation and
rehabilitation work on the reef.

Ever vigilant of the footprint
of our own day-to-day
operations, we have defined
our 5 year sustainability
strategy and have seen
such improvements as a
31% reduction in energy
consumption.

Focus on
the region
Partners for
sustainable seafood

Our aim is to build a future
in which humans live in
harmony with nature.
WWF-Australia is working
with our neighbours
in Asia-Pacific to help
promote sustainable
livelihoods and conserve
some of most biodiverse
environments in the world.

WWF is working with four of
Australia’s leading seafood
businesses who hold progressive
practices and significant influence
over supply chain and are helping
them to transition to responsibly
sourced seafood by 2015.
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WWF-Australia National Office
Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

