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National Threatened Species Day 2008, 7th September
For more information on National Threatened Species Day events
check out www.wwf.org.au/ourwork/species/tsnevents/

Gold Coast Botanic Gardens - National Threatened
Species Day Event, Queensland, September 7
Join us for a fun-filled event at the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens,
Rosser Park, Benowa. Come down on Sunday September 7th
between 9-3pm. There will be plant giveaways, tree planting
activities, a kids band, face painters, celebrity speakers, native
animals for close interactions, keynote speakers, stalls set up by
local environmental groups and much more! Bring the family along
to show your support. For more information conatct the Gold Coast
Botanic Gardens, (07) 5581 6247.

Regent Honeyeater Project - Threatened Species
Planting Weekend, Victoria, September 13-14
Join the Regent Honeyeater Project for a planting weekend on 35
farms and roadsides sites at Lurg near Benalla, Victoria. For more
information contact Ray Thomas, Regent Honeyeater Project Coordinator, (03) 5761 1515, raydavidthomas@hotmail.com.

Bioblitz, Corrigin, Western Australia, October 18-19

Cover image: Tasmanian tiger © WWF-Canon/
Helmut Diller

The Tasmanian tiger, also known as the thylacine, was
the largest known carnivorous marsupial of modern times.
The last one died in 1936 at Hobart Zoo. The arrival of
European settlers marked the start of a tragic period of
conflict that led to theTasmanian tiger’s extinction.
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Join in a 24-hour comprehensive biological survey in Corrigin
Reserve, one of the largest nature reserves remaining in the WA
wheatbelt. This is a great opportunity to get to know more about
the amazing biological diversity found in southwest Australia. Food
and accommodation provided. Contact Sally McPhee 0429 202 753,
smcphee@wwf.org.au.

For more information on events and volunteer
opportunities across Australia visit
www.wwf.org.au/tsn.

national news
TSN - renewed and revitalised
By Kat Miller, TSN National Manager

The TSN has been very effective in its work over
18 years, initiating and supporting some fantastic
conservation efforts across the country.
But as the saying goes - the biggest room in the world is
the room for improvement - and that is certainly true in
threatened species conservation. Despite the outstanding
efforts of so many landholders, conservation groups and
government agencies, Australia is not yet winning its battle
against extinction.
One of the TSN’s frustrations over recent years has been
that, as a network of 10 people spread across the country’s
1600-plus threatened species, our efforts always felt
inadequate, even with the support provided by partnerships
with community, non-government and government groups.
This frustration prompted a decision to carefully prioritise
the TSN’s work and do fewer things better, clearly defining
our contribution to arresting Australia’s extinction crisis, so
that we are better able to see the impact of our efforts.
To inform this prioritisation, the TSN undertook a threatened
species analysis in early 2007, looking at the location of the
highest concentrations of threatened species and ecological
communities across the country. At the same time we
examined our effectiveness in working in different ways and
in different regions over a five year period and considered
what works, what doesn’t, and what we can do better.
What resulted was a suite of recommendations, including
focusing our efforts on five priority ecoregions and on a
suite of priority species within these regions; to focus on the
development of larger-scale projects supported by strategic
partnerships; and to invest more in measuring the impact
of our work.

Flagships
WWF-Australia has selected national flagship species on
which to focus its work. These species are representative of
threats and/or habitats that relate to many species, so that
by conserving the flagship species there will be a significant
broader biodiversity benefit. We also looked for species that
were charismatic and iconic, thereby having the capacity
to mobilise public support and action for conservation.
These WWF flagship species are threatened macropods
(including hare wallabies, rock wallabies, rat kangaroos
and tree kangaroos), quolls, threatened black cockatoos,
the Gouldian finch, migratory shorebirds, marine turtles,
sharks, albatross and marine cetaceans.
The TSN already has a significant legacy of work with a
number of these species including the southeastern redtailed black cockatoo, Carnaby’s black cockatoo, Gouldian
finches, some threatened macropods, spot-tailed and
northern quolls, some threatened shark species and marine
turtles, and will increase its efforts to conserve these
species. Other WWF programs – for example the Marine
and the Biodiversity Policy Programs - will also continue
conservation efforts for flagships. TSN’s expertise and
focus will remain on terrestrial threatened species, but will
add value to marine conservation efforts where there is the
potential to do so.

The regions
With threatened species and ecological communities rarely
observing state borders, the TSN sought a more meaningful
way to organise its efforts in line with threatened species
occurrence. Utilising information from a range of studies,
we have identified the following broad priority geographic
regions for terrestrial species recovery
Sadly we have had to pull away from some areas in work
in order to have a more concerted effort in others, most
notably the arid rangelands. TSN will however continue to
support TSN Community Grants projects right across the
country, and provide additional support wherever possible.
There is a good fit between many of the flagship species
and priority regions, notably Carnaby’s and Baudin’s black
cockatoos in Southwest Australia; spot-tailed quolls and
brush-tailed rock wallabies in Eastern Temperate Forests;
northern quolls, Gouldian finches and marine turtles in the
Northern Savannas; southeast red-tailed black cockatoos
in Southeast Mallee and Woodlands, and tree kangaroos in
the Queensland Tropical Forests.

Northern Australia
Queensland Tropical Forests
Eastern Temperate Forests
Southeast Mallee and Woodlands
Southwest Australia

In addition to the flagship species, the TSN is in the process
determining a broader suite of priority species for focus in
each of the priority regions.
The TSN has re-structured its program around these
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regions, with coordinators dedicated to developing and
implementing effective recovery programs for priority
species in each region, with the exception of Queensland
Tropical Forests for the 2008/2009 year. We are currently
seeking the resources to have someone dedicated to this
region next year.
As well as coordinators, the TSN has also put in place
three new regional managers, who are responsible for
setting priorities, driving large scale programs across these
regions, engaging in threatened species policy work, and
developing strategic partnerships to leverage funding.

Renewed and revitalised
This spring sees a new and energised TSN emerge from
these changes: stronger, more focused and with lots of
ideas for growing our work in a targeted way. We look
forward to building on existing projects and partnerships,
and establishing new ones, so that we can be a stronger
part of the diverse team of individuals and organisations
working to halt the decline of Australia’s unique and
threatened species.

For more information about the Threatened
Species Network visit www.wwf.org.au/tsn

Green turtle © WWF-Canon/Jürgen Freund

4 TSN News

spring 08

Farewell and thanks
It is with sadness that we report that Peter
McGlone - TSN Coordinator for Tasmania, Jarrad
Holmes - TSN Regional Manager North, Rebecca
Richardson - TSN Coordinator for Queensland,
and Andy Vinter - TSN Coordinator for the Arid
Rangelands are no longer with the TSN.
Collectively they’ve contributed around 20 years
to the TSN and they have made a substantial
contribution to threatened species conservation
across Australia.
TSN would like to thank them all for their
contribution to species recovery and wish them
the very best for the future.

national news
Conserving Our Quolls

By Kendall Benton, Conservation Officer, WWF-Australia

In April 2008 WWF-Australia invited conservation
managers and researchers from Australia and
New Guinea to attend the first international WWF
Quoll Workshop. The aim of the workshop was to
identify clear actions to progress the conservation
of quolls.
Australia has the worst rate of mammal extinction in the world;
since European settlement 10% of Australia’s mammals
have become extinct. With three of the four species of
quoll in Australia listed as threatened under the Australian
Government’s EPBC Act, and both species in New Guinea
globally listed by the IUCN Red List as threatened, quolls
are on the way to increasing this statistic.
The workshop provided a forum to showcase field work
and research being conducted on quolls across Australia
and informed Australian researchers about the plight of the
New Guinea species. It consolidated knowledge, expertise
and experience and began the process of international
coordination and collaboration in quoll conservation.
Communication was a major issue identified by many
participants. In particular the need to share information and
lessons learnt between quoll researchers, managers and
stakeholders within and across species was identified as a
high priority. Many participants also identified the need for
greater coordination of recovery efforts, again both within
and across species.
A lack of information on the distribution and current status of
many quoll populations was identified as a major barrier to
effective recovery. A priority action identified by participants
was the need for standardised monitoring techniques and
protocols. Once standardised techniques are developed, a
broad scale monitoring program needs to be implemented
in order to gain better information on the distribution and
abundance of quolls. The need for additional research to
clarify the predator relationships between dogs/foxes/cats
and quolls was another highlighted priority for action.
Protection of existing quoll habitat both on private and
public land was also identified as a management priority.
For private land, there is a need to better engage with
landholders in order to achieve habitat protection. As many
quolls are located in and around regions populated by
humans, the role of the community was highlighted as key
to the future of quoll conservation.
Addressing the barriers to conservation identified in the
workshop will be a focus for the TSN over the coming
months to support better outcomes for quoll conservation.

Spotted-tailed quoll © Klein & Hubert

For more information contact the TSN Coordinator
– Eastern Temperate Forests, (02) 8202 1221,
tsnnsw@wwf.org.au.
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eastern australia
TSN dives into two diverse ecoregions
By Natalie Holland, TSN Regional Manager – East

TSN’s Eastern Australia team is focussing on
two diverse WWF global priority ecoregions,
Southeast Mallee and Woodlands and Eastern
Temperate Forests, which both include a broad
range of species and communities.

These figures highlight the scale of the task in conserving
threatened species across large regions and the importance
of your involvement, as conservation is everyone’s
business.

These ecoregions are some of the most heavily impacted
in the country, so it should come as no surprise that a large
number of threatened species and communities occur
throughout the region - but the numbers even surprised the
team.
The Southeast Mallee and Woodlands region extends
from the Eyre Peninsula in South Australia through to the
Grampians in Victoria, and as far north as the Flinders
Ranges. It is one of only five Mediterranean shrubland
complexes in the world, which together support 20 percent
of the plant species on Earth! The region provides habitat
for nearly 200 nationally threatened species and five
threatened ecological communities. These include the
iconic south-eastern red-tailed and glossy black cockatoos
which will continue to be a focus of our work in the region.
The Eastern Temperate Forests ecoregion covers a large
area extending from Tasmania, and along the Great Dividing
Range from Victoria through to south east Queensland, an
area of approximately half a million square kilometres. It
supports a wide variety of habitat types from temperate
grasslands, to tall eucalypt forest and tropical rainforest
and is home to a remarkably diverse range wildlife with
high levels endemism. A total of 14 threatened ecological
communities occur across the ecoregion including the
newly listed Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian
Volcanic Plain along with 733 threatened species, of which
over 500 are endemic. These include a number of WWF
flagship species including the brush-tailed rock wallaby and
spotted-tailed quoll.

Button wrinklewort © Natalie Holland

For more information contact the TSN Coordinators –
Eastern Temperate Forests, (02) 8202 1221, tsnnsw@
wwf.org.au or Southeast Mallee and Woodlands, (08)
8223 5155, tsnsa@wwf.org.au.

Stop the press
Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plain have just been listed as critically endangered
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act!
These grasslands are home to more than 25 nationally threatened flora and fauna species including the
striped legless lizard and button wrinklewort. The grasslands have undergone a severe decline of at least
98 per cent and are subject to ongoing threats including vegetation clearance, inappropriate grazing and fire
regimes, the application of fertiliser and weed invasion. The listing means that activities that may be likely to
have a significant impact on the grasslands should be referred to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage
and the Arts for assessment and approval.
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eastern temperate forests
A bird in the hand

By David Geering - Regent Honeyeater Recovery Coordinator, NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change

Autumn at Chiltern, north-east Victoria, and the
ironbark has burst into blossom bringing with it
a raucous chorus of honeyeaters, lorikeets, swift
parrots, and even the regent honeyeater.

fitted with radio-tags, placed in four well-appointed tents
for a two day settling period, and regularly supplied with
branches of flowering mugga ironbark. Release of half the
birds took place on May 1. They quickly located the local
food resources and, as they were clearly doing well, the
second release took place as scheduled two days later.

But this autumn there is another, very unfamiliar, sound
in the forest. A regular, electric ping…ping…ping carries
through the trees. It signals the arrival of a pair of intrepid
trackers hot on the trail of an often elusive animal - a regent
honeyeater, one of 27, fitted with a small radio transmitter.

Possibly the most exciting moments were when the
released birds were located in the presence of wild regent
honeyeaters, foraging together and answering each others
calls, despite the two very different dialects!

These precious individuals have been bred in captivity
through a program coordinated by the Taronga Conservation
Society, Australia, across a number of sister zoos and
specifically selected for release into the wild at Chiltern in
an effort to stave off potential extinction of the population,
which has been undergoing a steady, prolonged decline.
The radio-transmitters enable monitoring of post-release
survival of the birds. The challenge of tracking 27 birds
simultaneously, in a large forest area, was met head on by
a dedicated team of volunteers who were trained before the
release in all aspects of radio tracking, the use of GPS units
and data collection.
The first week of the release was filled with expectation
and a real learning experience, for both the birds and their
trackers. On April 28, the 27 birds arrived at Chiltern, were

Through the first week the released honeyeaters explored
much of the 4250 hectare National Park and surrounding
farmland, moving in response to the flowering of mugga
ironbark and mugga/grey box hybrids. Two months after
the release we were still regularly locating 20 of the
released birds. It was apparent that our captive-bred regent
honeyeaters could survive in the wild.
What further challenges lie ahead for these birds? We
have seen some very promising signs, including courtship
behaviour. Let’s hope the next phase of their great adventure
involves the first generation of wild-bred stock from these
hardy immigrants.

For more information contact the TSN Coordinator
– Eastern Temperate Forests, (02) 8202 1221,
tsnnsw@wwf.org.au.

Regent honeyeater © Dean Ingwersen/Birds Australia
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southeast mallee and
woodlands
Life on Eyre

By Vicki-Jo Russell, TSN Coordinator – Southeast Mallee and Woodlands

Where can you find diverse habitats with an
extensive coastline, wetlands, mangrove
communities, grassy ecosystems and extensive
areas of mallee?
South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula is located approximately
600 kilometres southwest of Adelaide, bordered by the
Spencer Gulf to the east and the Great Australian Bight to
the west.
Thirty-one nationally threatened flora species are known
to occur in the region, at risk from habitat clearance and
fragmentation, introduced species and pathogens, grazing
pressure, disturbed water and fire regimes, illegal collection
and spray drift.
A national analysis undertaken by TSN identified the Eyre
Peninsula region as a high priority for recovery and capacity
building funding. This was due to the significant numbers
of recognised species found there, the small number of
people sparsely distributed across the region and relatively
low levels of investment available to the region.
Recently, the Draft Recovery Plan for 23 Threatened Flora
Taxa on Eyre Peninsula, South Australia 2007-2012 was
developed to guide the recovery of threatened plants in the
region and conserve their habitat. The draft is a regionally
based multi-species plan that covers 21 nationally listed
and two state-listed threatened plants, including several
endemic to the peninsula, found across 900 threatened
flora sites over 55,000 square kilometres.
Individual species sections in the plan will be useful for
landholders and community groups interested in the recovery
of species or groups of species. The plan also prioritises
actions benefiting many species through landscape threat
abatement and the establishment of Focus Work Areas,
which are sites where the greatest numbers of species and
threats overlap.

Volunteerrs removing cage off Whibley’s wattle © K.Pobke

The draft recovery plan can be viewed at: www.environment.
sa.gov.au/biodiversity/west_bcp/pdfs/draft_recovery_plan_
for23.pdf

For more information contact the TSN Coordinator
- Southeast Mallee and Woodlands 8223 5155,
tsnsa@wwf.org.au.tsnsa@wwf.org.au.

The plan is an outcome of a partnership between the South
Australian Department for Environment and Heritage and
the Eyre Peninsula NRM Board with funding contributed
from the Australian Government, Threatened Species
Network, Nature Foundation SA and others. Knowledge
held by community groups such as the Threatened Plant
Action Group (SA), Greening Australia, Australian Plant
Society and long term local volunteers was critical to the
plan’s development.
The plan is a significant milestone, identifying opportunities
for recovery, increased community engagement and
investment in the most effective and efficient way. It is now
critical that the plan receives sufficient investment and
support.
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Caladenia brumalis © T.Jury

southwest australia
Spider search success!

By Sally McPhee, Community Engagement Project Officer, WWF-Australia

Move over Jamie Durie, SpiderBlitz is the new
‘blitz’ in town!

through land clearing, which leaves remaining populations
vulnerable to disturbance. Fires are also a threat to this
species due to their poor dispersal ability.

Nearly 50 people from across southwest Western Australia
took part in SpiderBlitz 2008. This annual 24-hour intensive
field survey searches for threatened trapdoor spiders in
small remnants of native vegetation in the wheatbelt.

SpiderBlitz participants spent a total of 200 volunteer hours
searching for these reclusive invertebrates in Minnivale
Nature Reserve, near Dowerin, in the central wheatbelt and
were successful in finding 138 new spider burrows. Data on
the location, size and condition of the spider burrows was
collected during the search.

There are four species of threatened trapdoor spiders found
in the wheatbelt, and all are listed as threatened by the
Western Australian Government. WWF, in partnership with
the Department of Environment and Conservation, held
interactive workshops with interested community members
teaching them how to indentify spider burrows and the
species that build them.
Trapdoor spiders have unique characteristics. Not only can
they dig or build burrows up to two metres deep, but each
burrow is distinct to each species. Trapdoor spiders, in the
Avon region of Western Australia, disguise their burrows
with doors made of dry leaves. They weave twig ‘triplines’
into the burrow’s rim which alerts the spider to the presence
of the prey and ideally direct prey into the burrow. This is
essential for female spiders that can spend their entire life,
up to 20 years, in one burrow. Males only emerge once a
year, usually after an autumn thunderstorm has softened
their lid, to search for a mate.
The biggest threat to trapdoor spiders is habitat loss

“Most people don’t think of spiders as threatened species,
but learning more about these endangered creatures helps
us to protect them and to better manage our reserves for
the future” said Mick Davis, Department of Environment
and Conservation Ecologist.
The community event was part of ‘Back from the Edge’,
an initiative funded by the Avon Catchment Council and
delivered by WWF-Australia and the Department of
Environment and Conservation. The funding is provided
by the State and Australian Governments National Action
Plan for Salinity and Water Quality and the Natural Heritage
Trust.

For more information contact the TSN Coordinator
– Southwest Australia, (08) 9387 6444, tsnwa@
wwf.org.au.

Tree-stem trapdoor spider’s burrow © Michael Roache/WWF
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southwest australia
Malleefowl conservation in the west
By Michael Roache, TSN Regional Manager - West

A report commissioned by WWF-Australia has
concluded that the Western Australian malleefowl,
listed as vulnerable to extinction by the Australian
Government, may be in better shape than once
thought. However, the impacts of further habitat
destruction and degradation, unsuitable fire
regimes, fox predation and climate change still
pose significant threats to the species.
The report from Wildlife Research and Management (WRM),
“Malleefowl Conservation – Informed and integrated
community action”, analysed a wealth of malleefowl sightings
by community groups and state agencies in Western
Australia. More than half of the 2,861 records of malleefowl
sightings were collected by community groups who are
actively involved in the conservation of the species.

fragmented, and isolated. The clearing of more than 90
per cent of all vegetation has resulted in the wheatbelt
being identified as one of the most stressed landscapes in
Australia.
While the new population estimate for malleefowl in Western
Australia is encouraging, their continued persistence in
Western Australia cannot be taken for granted. Ultimately
the long-term conservation of malleefowl will require the
cooperation of private and public land managers.

For more information contact the TSN Coordinator
– Southwest Australia, (08) 9387 6444, tsnwa@
wwf.org.au.

The range of malleefowl in Western Australia currently
spans most of the southern half of the state, with a large
proportion of occurrences falling within the Southwest
Australia Ecoregion (SWAE). The SWAE is located in the
southwest corner of Australia, and is recognised as one of
the planet’s major biodiversity hotspots. This recognition
of global significance is based on high levels of natural
diversity together with high levels of threat to that diversity.
The plight of malleefowl is representative of many of the
threatened species found in the SWAE, particularly those
found in the wheatbelt region. The Western Australian
wheatbelt has been extensively cleared over the past 100
years and vegetation remaining is typically small in area,
Some of the report’s findings:
•

Malleefowl are found in relatively dry landscapes of mallee and
shrubland, typically in remnants larger than 500 hectares

•

Areas of malleefowl decline have been greatest in areas with
the most extensive clearing of native vegetation

•

Under a climate change scenario with 15-20% less rainfall and
an increase in mean annual temperature by 1.5 ºC, the range
of malleefowl could be reduced by 53% by the year 2030

•

After fire, it may take over 30 years of regeneration before the
area is once again suitable habitat for malleefowl

•

Population modelling suggests an overall population size of
40,000 breeding birds, higher than previously thought

The extent of malleefowl habitat on private land suggests an ongoing
need to incorporate landholders and the broader community in
malleefowl conservation.
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Malleefowl on mound © D.Stojanovic/Birds Australia

northern australia
Traditional and modern day knowledge may
save arid species
Complied from a report developed by Richard Southgate and Katherine Moseby

The deserts and rangelands of Australia are
vast and remote, and the human population is
the smallest and most sparsely populated in the
world.
In this part of Australia, profound changes in the composition
and resilience of biological systems have occurred since
European settlement. In some arid areas, more than 60 per
cent of native mammal species are now extinct. The loss
of species can be attributed largely to habitat degradation
caused by introduced herbivores and changed fire regimes,
and the spread of introduced predators, some of which are
still increasing in abundance and range.
To maintain and enhance biodiversity, land managers
require accurate information on the extent and abundance of
animal and plant populations and the effect of management
and natural process variability. The immense size and
variability of the Australian landscape coupled with the low
population has made monitoring with precision and at an
appropriate scale difficult to achieve. Despite an intimate
and detailed understanding of regional biodiversity and
ecosystem function, Indigenous people have had little
opportunity to systematically contribute their knowledge
and skills to biodiversity monitoring. Instead, people living
on Indigenous communities face chronic unemployment

which has lead to poor health outcomes and social and/or
cultural disintegration.
A report developed by Richard Southgate and Katherine
Moseby of Envisage Environmental Services Ecological
Horizons describes a track-based monitoring technique
that can be used to systematically collect biodiversity
data through the deserts and rangelands of Australia and
considers the essential components and support required
for broad implementation of the program.
It has been demonstrated that a simple track-based
monitoring approach combined with the skills of experienced
trackers can deliver meaningful data on the distribution of
threatened and invasive species in deserts and rangelands
of Australia.
Additionally the technique is highly suited for the involvement
of Indigenous people because most have a familiarity with
animal tracking and many have exceptional tracking skills.
People also have strong ties with country and enjoy the
mobile nature required from field work. Hence, there is great
opportunity to engage people from Indigenous communities
in track-based monitoring and develop meaningful training
and employment.

For more information on this report visit wwf.org.
au/ourwork/species/tsn/publications/

Research into Australia’s rarest
dolphin may uncover new
subspecies!
A research project aimed at understanding more
about the rare and elusive snubfin dolphin could be
on the verge of identifying a new species of dolphin
living in waters just north of Broome, in north-west
Australia.
The research is taking place in Roebuck Bay
near Broome and has provided scientists with the
opportunity to gather further data on the rare snubfin
dolphin, Australia’s only endemic dolphin and the
first new dolphin species to be discovered globally
in more than 50 years.
A significant number of dolphins have already been
sighted and filmed in the survey location and the first
genetic sampling of the north-west population has
been undertaken.
wwf.org.au/news/rare-dolphin-may-uncover-newsubspecies/

Snubfin dolphin © Guido Parra
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