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This year, WWF-Australia
celebrates four decades of people
coming together to protect nature.
Over the last 40 years, supporters like
you have helped protect magnificent
ecosystems from Antarctica to
Ningaloo Reef and given new hope
to threatened species at home and all
around the world.
Together, we launched Earth Hour
and grew it into the planet’s biggest
movement to stop climate change.
We brought rock-wallabies back from
the brink, pushed through better treeclearing protections for Queensland
koalas and took the last full-time
commercial gill net out of the waters
of our Northern Great Barrier Reef.
Thank you for helping to make
conservation history.

We’ve grown from a tiny team to Australia’s
most respected conservation organisation.
Take a look at the journey that supporters
like you have made possible.
1978
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1999

WWF-Australia
is born with
just three staff in
an old factory in Sydney.

WWF-Australia
supporters
and partners achieve a
50-year moratorium on
mining in Antarctica.

WWF-Australia
helps create
the world’s
most comprehensive law
to protect biodiversity.

2004

2005

2007

WWF-Australia
helps increase
the sanctuary areas on Ningaloo
Reef from 10% to 34%, making it one
of the world’s best-protected reefs.

Following an
18-month
WWF-Australia campaign, most
of Tasmania’s Tarkine wilderness
is protected from logging.

More than
two million
Sydneysiders turn their lights
off for the first Earth Hour.

2011

2012

2015

The entire
Ningaloo
Coast is protected as a World
Heritage site, following years
of WWF-Australia advocacy.

Supporters
help build a
fence to protect the dwindling
black-flanked rock-wallaby population
of Nangeen Hill Nature Reserve in WA.

With our
Indigenous
partners, WWF saved more
than 1,000 baby turtles from
predation in Queensland.

2015

2016

2018

WWF-Australia
campaigning
secures a ban on dumping in
the Great Barrier Reef World
Heritage Area.

Supporters
help airlift 23
black-flanked rock-wallabies from
the WA Wheatbelt to start a new
population in Kalbarri National Park.

WWF-Australia
buys the last
commercial gill net operating on
the northern Great Barrier Reef.

2018
The
Queensland
Government passes tougher
tree-clearing laws to protect
koalas, following months of
campaigning from WWF-Australia.

Thanks for 40 great years of care, protests,
petition-signing, volunteering, letter writing
and very, very generous donations.
HERE’S TO THE NEXT 40.
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COURTESY OF MRS VALMAI BURNETT
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On the 40th anniversary of WWFAustralia, I’m so grateful to fellow
nature-lovers like you.

I spent most of my childhood in the bush
or ocean, and knew from a young age
that I wanted to conserve nature. To have
worked for WWF for 20 years and today
be the CEO of WWF-Australia is a dream
come true for me.
It inspires me to see how much supporters
like you have achieved for our natural
world over the past 40 years. These
success stories are yours – extraordinary
triumphs made possible by everyday
Australians who care deeply about the
environment.
We have some big challenges ahead,
but together I know we can tackle them.
Together we can protect vital habitat and
the unique wildlife that relies on it, make
food production and livelihoods more
sustainable, and speed up the transition to
renewable energy.
For all you do to protect our planet
for the next generation of children –
thank you. Here’s to a great next
40 years!

CHAMPIONS
FOR THE
LAND AND NATURE

Valmai Dorothy Burnett has left a remarkable legacy in
environmentally friendly farming.
Valmai and her late husband Graham raised Angus cattle and
organic hay on their 1,700-acre property, ‘Rathburnie’, on the
Gold Coast hinterland. They were ahead of their time with
their vision for alternative grazing practices that were gentle
on the land and local wildlife.
In 1973, ‘Rathburnie’ was declared a fauna sanctuary for its
many native species including koalas, wallabies, platypus,
wedge-tailed eagles and lungfish. In 1987 Graham bequeathed
the property to WWF-Australia as a centre for research and
demonstration of sustainable farming.
After Graham’s death, Valmai continued to manage the estate
and campaign for sustainable land and water management
until her passing this May at age 91.
Thank you Valmai and Graham – we will remember you for
your remarkable foresight and the extraordinary gift you have
left to conservation and your community.

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

To leave your lasting legacy to wildlife and nature,
contact Christine Robinson on 02 8228 6822, or
email legacy@wwf.org.au.

DONATE NOW AT WWF.ORG.AU/LIVINGPLANET

A FUENTES
COURTESY OF CAROLIT

FOR THE LOVE
OF OUR EARTH
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YOU BOUGHT THAT NET!
You helped WWF-Australia take the last commercial gill net
out of the waters of the northern Great Barrier Reef.
The deadly 600-metre net is now out of the water, and will never
again threaten the endangered dugongs, dolphins, turtles and
sharks in Princess Charlotte Bay.
Thank you to all the wonderful supporters who dug deep and
helped raise the money needed to buy the net.
Your fantastic support is also helping WWF-Australia advocate
for official protections, to stop any new gill nets from moving
into the northern Great Barrier Reef.
That’s the next step to creating a Net-Free North: a huge dugong
haven stretching all the way from Cape Flattery to Torres Strait.

Thanks for giving dugongs and other precious
marine creatures a safe future.
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It will be an area larger than Tasmania, where dugongs,
snubfin dolphins, sawfish, hammerhead sharks and many
more threatened species can swim, feed and reproduce in safety.

YOUR WORLD-CHANGING SUPPORT
Your commitment is at the heart of WWF-Australia, and behind
all the conservation work we do at home and around the world.
Thank you for giving generously to our projects – from flying
eastern quolls back to the Australian mainland to funding whale
cams in the Antarctic.
Many of you express your passion for nature with a regular
monthly gift. And some of you have made the extraordinary
decision to continue your impact by leaving a legacy for the
future in your Will.
Every year, many of you raise funds for endangered species and
habitats by taking part in events such as City2Surf and Wild
Onesie week. You add your voice online, host fundraisers in
your local community and join with your families, friends and
workmates to support Earth Hour.
Thank you for all the ways you contribute to WWFAustralia and a better future for our planet.
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You donate, sign petitions, participate in fun runs and
even wear animal onesies to work.

You helped WWF-Australia and
our partners place a ‘whale cam’
on a minke whale for the first
time in history.

THE FRIENDLY, GRACEFUL
CREATURE SWAM RIGHT
OVER TO THE RESEARCH
BOAT, ALLOWING THE
TEAM TO ATTACH A
TEMPORARY CAMERA
TAG TO ITS BACK.
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A WHALE WORLD FIRST
Chris and our partners got a whale’s
eye view, as the tagged animal
surged through the ocean and lunged
after krill at impressive speeds.
The camera also provided
remarkable footage of how the
minke whale feeds.
Thank you for funding this exciting
camera technology. It’s helping
scientists better understand Southern
Ocean whales – where they feed and
how climate change is threatening
their icy habitat.
That’s vital to protecting these
magnificent whales from fishing
pressures and pushing for new marine
reserves on the Antarctic Peninsula.

Chris Johnson, senior manager of
WWF’s Antarctic Program,
described the event as “one of the
most memorable moments of my
scientific life”.

Stay tuned for more news on the
beautiful whales you’re helping to
monitor in the Southern Ocean.

As a result, the state government has
passed new laws to protect koalas
and their native habitat!

Your amazing response to last year’s
koala appeal achieved big wins for
endangered koalas in Queensland.
With the funds you raised, WWFAustralia has begun planning eucalypt
corridors and raising awareness of
how excessive tree-clearing is driving
koalas to extinction.

You also responded with great
generosity to this year’s koala
appeal, to protect threatened koala
communities in NSW.

We couldn’t keep up the
fight for our iconic koalas
without you.
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YOU HELPED MAKE
EXCESSIVE TREE-CLEARING
A KEY ISSUE IN LAST
YEAR’S QUEENSLAND
PARLIAMENT.

Your donations are already at work,
helping to care for sick and injured
koalas and restore habitat in
western Sydney and near Coffs
Harbour. Your support will also
help WWF-Australia campaign for
stronger tree-clearing laws in
New South Wales.
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You stepped up to save
vulnerable koalas and their
bushland homes.

-AUS
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KOALA ACTION!
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When strangers ask you
what you do for a living,
what do you say?

LIVING PLANET – WINTER 2018

That we work to save the panda,
koala, whales, and many other
species in Australia and around
the world. But what they may not
know is that we’re also working
to tackle the causes of
environmental damage.
We’re looking at how we can
sustainably feed nine billion
people, tackling the impacts of
climate change, and teaming
up with the private sector and
teaming up with business partners
to help them transform their supply
chains and make their production
practices more sustainable.
WWF-AUSTRALIA CEO
DERMOT O’GORMAN talks
about his early years as a
conservationist and the big
job he has now.
How did you start your career?
I began as a ranger for NSW
National Parks! I loved being
in the bush and educating
people, helping them to connect
with nature in an increasingly
urbanised world.

What’s the best bit about
your current job?

What’s your favourite
animal or plant?

I love working alongside our
passionate supporters, partners
and stakeholders to protect
bushland, forests, oceans and
endangered species. My job now
is much broader than just saving
wildlife. It’s about preserving
habitats and ultimately humanity,
which needs a healthy planet
to survive.

I’ve been privileged to work with
many animals in many habitats
around the world – from pandas to
whales, woylies and orangutans.
It’s hard to pick one favourite
animal. But I do love the platypus,
which I’ve seen a handful of
times in the wild. They’re uniquely
Australian and one of only two
monotremes left in the world!

Become a koala adopter today and give more of these
iconic Aussies a safe future.
We’ll send you a special adoption kit with a koala toy
and adoption certificate to remind you how you’re caring
for our beautiful koalas and keeping them in the trees
where they belong.
Adopt a koala online at wwf.org.au/koala
or by calling 1800 032 551.
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ADOPT A KOALA

