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ORANGUTAN RED ALERT!
Borneo’s orangutans have been upgraded to ‘Critically Endangered’ on the
global Red List of Threatened Species.
Their survival now depends, more
than ever, on areas where you help
WWF protect them.
The situation is worse than we feared.
WWF and supporters are making
exceptional progress in the battle to stop
the world’s largest surviving population
of orangutans from dying out. But now we
need to work even harder to save them.
The International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) says habitat decline,
illegal hunting, and forest fires are the
most serious threats to these magnificent
primates.
Across Borneo, the IUCN projects that by
2025 the Borneo orangutan population
could fall by 82% from numbers in the
1950s. BUT, in the Arabela-Schwanner
region and Sebangau National Park,
there are stable, healthy, and protected
orangutan populations.
These are the areas where, thanks to
your support, WWF has been working
to help stop the world’s largest surviving
populations of orangutans from dying out.
And it’s working. The animals in these
areas provide great hope that this iconic
species of great apes can be saved.

STEP UP THE FIGHT TO SAVE
BORNEO’S ORANGUTANS.
Please donate today to:
1 Bring an end to cruel poaching
2 Defend orangutans from
the dangers of fire
3 Expand and protect safe
habitat for orangutans
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A PLEA FROM THE
‘OLD MAN’ OF THE FORESTS:
PLEASE, HELP STEP UP THE FIGHT TO SAVE BORNEO’S ORANGUTANS.
Orangutans can live for up to 45 years. The older
adult orangutans in Borneo today have witnessed
a shocking, dramatic decline of areas where they
can safely live.
They’ve seen their habitat – their source of food and safety
– cleared, degraded and exploited. They’ve seen rainforests
cut down and replaced with palm oil and timber plantations.
They’ve been hunted for meat, or live capture. And they’ve
suffered from smoke and burns from the fires caused by
changes to land management that happen every year.
As humans, we share so much in common with these
magnificent animals. Their eyes and faces express a range
of emotions that we can easily recognise: fear, affection,
anger, confusion and even joy.
They are now critically endangered, giving us a choice: do more
to save them, or watch them die out, perhaps in our lifetime.
About one quarter of Borneo’s orangutans live in
areas where WWF is heavily involved.

LIMITED OFFER! ADOPT AN ORANGUTAN
Adopt an orangutan today & we’ll send you a special
adoption kit which includes a cuddly orangutan toy as a
reminder of how you’re helping these gorgeous creatures.
The first 200 orangutan adopters
will receive a limited-edition mother
& baby orangutan plush toy!
Be quick – don’t miss out.
To make your adoption, go online at:
wwf.org.au/orangutanbaby or call 1800 032 551.
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And that’s where you can make a powerful, positive
difference to the survival of the species.
In Sebangau National Park where around 5,700
orangutans live, you and WWF have been helping local
people build dams and re-plant trees – so that they and
orangutans are protected from the impact of fires. Sebangau
was only relatively recently declared a national park and has
suffered severe damage due to illegal logging and draining
of the sensitive wetland ecosystem. There’s still a lot to do to
repair degraded land.
In the Arabela-Schwanner landscape in West and
Central Kalimantan, Indonesian Borneo, you are helping
care for around 7,500 orangutans. WWF is working with
local communities and forestry companies, proving that
healthy ecosystems can co-exist with a strong economy that
meets the needs of local communities. It provides great
hope for the future, given that many of Borneo’s orangutans
live in forests allocated to logging.
Will you help build on this success and take it even
further? Arabela-Schwanner and Sebangau are proof that
projects like these work. The challenge now is to staunchly
protect the orangutans in these landscapes and expand
the areas in which they can move and breed. Our goal is
to create a protected wildlife corridor between these two
critical orangutan landscapes.

Thank you for everything you’ve
done so far for orangutans.

Please, help us keep going.
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A FAMILY PASSION
FOR CONSERVATION
IMAGES COURTESY OF THE GODFREY FAMILY

Megan’s decision to include
WWF in her Will springs from a
lifelong love of nature that was
inspired by her late father.
For Megan Loneragan, conservation of Australia’s precious
plants and animals is a family
affair, and there is no doubt where
her love of wildlife comes from.

FIGHTING FOR
THEIR HOME

Before he passed, her father
Norm Godfrey contributed
significantly towards WWF’s work
to protect black-flanked rockwallabies in Western Australia –
this was to be his living legacy.

In 2015, I travelled to Borneo, witnessing
firsthand what WWF on-ground
conservation projects were doing for
orangutans and their habitat.
I had the pleasure of visiting a revegetated
area of jungle – made possible by
generous WWF supporters like yourself –
where I heard the unmistakable call of an
orangutan in the distance: proof that these
programs are working.
Sadly, as we drove out of the forest,
I saw the devastating impact of illegal
logging and palm oil plantations, with
fires smouldering on the side of the roads.
These fires can become destructive very
quickly and destroy orangutan habitats.
This year’s fire season is just beginning
in Borneo.
Your continued support helps make
sure these programs continue to protect
beautiful orangutans and their habitats
from illegal logging and wild fires.

Some of Megan’s earliest
memories are of her father
collecting seeds and replanting
native trees in the Perth Hills.

protecting it. He liked WWF
because they had practical
projects that were scientifically
based.”

“Fortunately we had quite a large
backyard, it was full of trees in
little pots. We’d go and help plant
them out. We were always in dirty
jeans and boots.”

It was this practical approach to
conservation that inspired Megan
to include WWF in her Will.

“Dad loved nature. He was
attuned to it and devoted to

She says she is delighted to be
carrying on her father’s legacy,
and hopes her Bequest will help
save our iconic Great Barrier Reef.
“Every Australian is very proud of it,
and saddened to see it deteriorating. I hope my gift helps to protect
it for my kids and grandkids.”

Whether for koalas here in Australia or for
orangutans in Borneo – WWF will, with
your amazing support, continue to stand
up for our wildlife. Thank you.

To read Megan’s full interview
and find out more about
leaving a lasting legacy to
wildlife and nature, visit wwf.
org.au/legacy or contact
Heather Kiley on: 03 9016 7542,
free-call: 1800 032 551 or
email: legacy@wwf.org.au

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

DONATE NOW AT WWF.ORG.AU
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COCKY CAMPAIGN
IS A CRACKER
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Your donations came flying in to help save
endangered black cockatoos.
We asked for your help to stop beautiful black
cockatoos being shot from the skies, and were overwhelmed by the response. That’s great news for rare
cockatoos like Lucky, who was found exhausted on
an oval with five shotgun pellets in his body.
Lucky and other injured birds were nursed back to
health at the Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation
Centre in southwest Australia.
But before Lucky and his mates were released back
into the skies, they were fitted with GPS and satellite
trackers – an initiative made possible thanks to a partnership between WWF-Australia and Murdoch University.
These state-of-the-art trackers will give researchers
valuable information about the habits of Baudins – the
magnificent black cockatoo species that used to fill
southwest WA skies, but are rarely seen these days.
”So little is known about the habits of this cockatoo.
This project will help fill in some of those knowledge gaps
and inform conservation planning into the future”, says
Rebecca Boyland, WWF-Australia Species Conservation
Project Officer (SWA).
Lucky’s bird’s-eye view, and the evidence gathered by
researchers who are tracking him, will help inform future
decisions about habitat protection.
Thank you for helping Lucky and for caring about
the future of this beautiful species.

SEND IN
THE
TROOPS
–
TIGERS ARE WORTH FIGHTING FOR
You’re on the front line, standing shoulder to
shoulder with the Nepalese Army.
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Thanks to your support, tiger populations in Nepal’s
Banke National Park have doubled in three years. Good
management, and the involvement of local communities,
have transformed this once over-logged forest into a
safe place for tigers to live and breed.
These days, people living around the park manage
their livestock, energy supplies and livelihoods in ways
that support the park, rather than threaten it. And the
government of Nepal is helping to improve tiger habitat,
and using the army to guard against poachers.
It’s paying off. Banke’s tiger population has doubled
from an average of five tigers in 2013, to an average of
nine in 2016. At least two of those tigers are new cubs –
evidence the park’s tigers are breeding.
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Things are looking up in Nepal, but tigers are still being
bred in captivity in other places. These cruel tiger farms
will continue to feed the illegal market for tiger body parts
as long as they exist. And that threatens wild tigers.
Your donations have made a powerful impact for
tiger conservation, and you can do even more to
help by adding your voice to the WWF petition to
shut down tiger farms in Vietnam. You’ll find it at
www.wwf.org.au/closetigerfarms
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FOLLOW THAT WHALE
New whale tracking technology is leading the
way toward healthier ecosystems in the Antarctic –
thanks to amazing people like you.
With your support, WWF-Australia is funding cutting-edge tracking
equipment to help with research on humpback and minke whales in
the Antarctic Peninsula.
Where you find whales, you also find healthy ecosystems. So it’s vital
that we learn as much as we can about where whales travel to, how
they feed – and when.
© ARI FRIEDLAENDER

Antarctic scientist and whale ecologist, Dr Ari Friedlaender, is using
non-invasive tags and drones to study the impact that rising ocean
temperatures and the disappearance of sea ice is having on whales and
their main prey - krill. As Ari says:
“Whales are the biggest animals that have ever lived on the planet; they’re
the ultimate ocean predators; and they represent the health of oceans.”
With the help of this research, WWF hopes to identify and protect critical
habitats for these majestic creatures, and ultimately create a healthy
ecosystem for all species that call the Antarctic home.
Thank you for helping make this groundbreaking research possible.

Your support helped shine a light on climate
change, as people from across 187 countries joined
in to switch off for Earth Hour. Thank you.
Landmarks all over Australia switched off in support,
including the Opera House, Sydney Harbour Bridge,
Darwin Convention Centre, Brisbane’s Story Bridge,
Perth’s Council House and Melbourne’s Federation Square.
Meanwhile, school kids across the country helped make
the 10th Earth Hour one of the most meaningful ever, with
over 300 community and school events taking place.
Students at MacGregor State High School in QLD, Belair
Primary School in SA, and Mona Vale Public School in

NSW, made an inspiring contribution by assembling Earth
Hour Solar Lights for communities in need in Ethiopia.
They were joined by eager students at the AYCC Earth
Hour Youth Summit in NSW.
These handy solar lights are charged by leaving them out
in the sun, and provide hours of light for Ethiopian children
to live and study by.
WWF’s goal is to reach 500 solar lights. We’re almost
there, and with your support we will soon reach our target.
To lend a helping hand to the Earth Hour Solar
Lights program, visit earthhour.org.au/solarlights
and brighten the world for those less fortunate.
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PEOPLE POWER LIGHTS UP EARTH HOUR
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A school child assembling
a Solar Buddy light.
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Queensland politicians have been
sent thousands of ‘KIMBY’s’ as
part of WWF’s campaign to change
tree-clearing laws.
Excessive tree-clearing is threatening to
wipe out our last remaining east coast
koalas. The NSW and previous QLD
government have scrapped laws that
protect the trees koalas call home.
As we go to press, over 26,000
supporters have sent politicians a
‘KIMBY’ – and a powerful message.
KIMBY (Koala In My BackYard) is a
virtual origami koala designed to show

politicians that we want to see koalas
and other Australian wildlife not just
survive, but thrive. If you haven’t sent
your KIMBY yet, there’s still time to
help raise awareness of excessive tree
clearing and call on Queensland’s
politicians to protect koala’s homes.

80%

ALMOST
OF KOALAS ALONG
QUEENSLAND’S
KOALA COAST HAVE
ALREADY BEEN LOST

And a HUGE thank you to everyone who
donated to WWF’s Koala Appeal. Your
incredible support helped us to reach
our target of $400,000 to help koalas in
crisis and we look forward to updating
you soon on how your generous gifts are
helping to save this iconic species.
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KOALA CRISIS
HITS HOME

To take a stand against tree clearing, send your KIMBY now at: wwf.org.au/savekoalas
COURTESY OF ANDREA WISEMAN

WHY I LOVE MY JOB

Andrea Wiseman explains why growing up in South Africa inspired
her love for nature and to pursue a career with WWF.

When did you first hear about WWF?
Back in the ’80s and early ’90s, my dad used to bring
back plush panda bears from corporate WWF events
in South Africa. That was my first contact with WWF,
and it grew into a career I love.

What’s the biggest challenge?
Most people don’t understand the scale of the environ-

How do you describe your job to strangers?
I tell them I lead WWF-Australia’s work on palm oil.
I work to help business and consumers understand the
issues associated with the use of conventional palm
oil and encourage the uptake of Certified Sustainable
Palm Oil in Australia.
What’s your favourite animal or bird?
Growing up in South Africa, I have to say all
the big African animals – elephants, rhinos,
lions, cheetahs, leopards, giraffe, hyenas.
And of course, plush pandas!
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Join us on Facebook

Join us on Twitter

1800 032 551 WWF.ORG.AU

What’s the best bit about your job?
It’s good to know that I’m working on a small but
important piece of a massive and extremely important
puzzle. For the world to address the very real environmental challenges that we face, we need everyone to
play their part – every person, every conservation
organisation, every company, and every government.

mental challenges the world faces. Action is not as
fast as we need to avoid irreversible damage. Getting
people to understand that is a huge challenge.

