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“The panda can and will
endure as a symbol of our
environment and a wonder
of evolution. To protect this
luminous fragment of life
means that we must monitor
its fate with vigilance,
compassion, wisdom and
loyalty, with a commitment
measured in terms not of
decades, but of centuries.”
George Schaller,
WWF’s first supported
Giant Panda researcher in China
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If you have any questions about WWF
and our work, please call our Supporter
Relations team during office hours on
1800 032 551, write to us at
GPO Box 528, Sydney NSW 2001
or email enquiries@wwf.org.au

Our commitment to you …
There is no doubt that WWF,
like all charities, faces an
uncertain period ahead as a
result of the Global Financial
Crisis. At a time like this, our
commitment to you is that
we will continue to deliver
conservation programs
that have real success and
lasting breakthrough for
our one and only planet.
We are very proud custodians of
the funds that you give to WWF,
and in these difficult economic
times, we will work to ensure that
more of your gift will continue
to go directly to WWF’s work.
How will we do this?
Firstly, we are reviewing all our
projects around the world to
ensure that we remain focused on
those that have the most impact.
Projects that are not delivering
100 per cent will be reviewed
and, if necessary, stopped or
replaced by projects that can.
Secondly, we will continue to
ensure that we make the most
efficient use of our resources.
This can be achieved, for example,
by ensuring that wherever possible
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we are sharing the costs of
offices and equipment, making
the most of what we have and
avoiding any duplication.
Globally, WWF will reduce its
travel to save money and to play
our part in reducing our ecological
footprint. Just as importantly, we
are viewing the current economic
conditions as a major opportunity
to promote a sustainable green
economic recovery. There are
huge opportunities to replace the
old ‘brown’ economy, reliant on
fossil fuels and hugely wasteful
of natural resources, with a
cleaner and greener economy
based on renewable energy,
less waste and record levels of
investment in environmental
protection and management.
Although the next year or
so will be difficult for many
people around the world, WWF
is committed to becoming
more efficient and effective.
Thank you for your continued
partnership with WWF.
Greg Bourne
CEO, WWF-Australia
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Fire management
in Australia
Following the Victorian bushfires,
a number of supporters have
contacted WWF for more
information about the controversy
of ‘who to blame’ for the crisis.
The extract below is taken
from an interview given to the
ABC by Dr Ray Nias, WWF’s
Director of Conservation …
Fire is a fundamental part of the
Australian environment and its
ecology. Fire management in
Australia is however, very complex.
WWF is not playing the blame game.
Balancing the need to protect natural
ecosystems with managing risk to
communities is a very complicated
issue. In our view the Victorian
Department of Sustainability
and Environment and the various
bushfire management agencies
in Victoria are among the most
competent in the world in dealing
with fire in the environment. They
deserve our support and respect.
One thing we can be sure of is
that climate change will make
matters much worse. We will need
to fundamentally re-think how
we live in a landscape that is even
more prone to massive wild fires.

Make a monthly gift to WWF from as little as $15 per month.

Become a ‘forever person’
A bequest is a very powerful tool.
There is something inspiring in
knowing that you can help secure
this world’s incredible biodiversity
way beyond your own lifetime.
And very possibly, change the
world forever.
A very important part of the
donations that WWF receives is
through bequests left by individual
supporters. Through their Wills,
these men and women have achieved
more than they could ever have done
during the course of their lives. They
are the ‘forever people’, the ones
who are changing this world forever.
As an example, just a matter
of months ago we were able to
announce that the Indonesian
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All of WWF’s work relies on the committed and
generous gifts from our supporters, for which
we offer you our sincere thanks.

government signed a monumental
agreement to protect Sumatra’s
remaining natural forests - forever.
The men and women whose bequests
helped fund that WWF achievement
have changed the world forever.
What a spectacular gift to the world!
As Greg Bourne, WWF-Australia’s
CEO, expressed, “My dream is to
set in place the structures necessary
to leave future generations a world
of beauty and diversity, in which
the processes of conservation are
so securely established, that we
will never again face the crises
that we are dealing with today”.
It is that very dream that has
motivated many WWF supporters
to do through their Will what
they might not have been able
to do during their lifetime.
For more information about
leaving a bequest to WWF
please call David Dubin in our
Planned Giving Team at WWF,
for a confidential conversation,
on 1800 032 551. Alternatively,
you can email David directly
at ddubin@wwf.org.au

Call 1800 032 551 or visit wwf.org.au

“I love all of nature,
and am glad to be
part of the process
of preserving
our natural
environment, and
of keeping our world safe for the
animals. Although I can’t give a
great deal on a regular basis, by
leaving WWF a legacy, I know I can
have an impact far beyond anything
I have been able to do during the
course of my life.”
Ms Holly Smith, WWF Bequestor
“For me, making
a bequest to WWF
was the most
natural thing in
the world. I really
am concerned for
the fragility of the planet, and I see
WWF as actually achieving things,
not just making a noise about the
issues. I chatted with my children
about this and they were fine.
I feel very, very positive about
this decision.”
Mr Michael Bird, WWF Bequestor.
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Huon tree kangaroo

Help us keep New Guinea alive
The tropical island of New
Guinea is home to some of the
world’s most beautiful and
diverse wildlife. Its thousands
of acres of lush rainforest,
mountains, glaciers, mangroves,
swamps and savannas provide
habitats for up to eight per cent
of the world’s species, in less
than 0.05 per cent of its land
area – with around half of these
being unique to New Guinea.
And it’s not just animals that are
dependent on this tropical paradise.
Hundreds of cultural groupings live
in villages throughout the island.
Until only recently many lived
here in complete isolation from
the outside world. For centuries
these people have relied heavily
on the forest and natural resources
for survival. They have ways of
life so untouched and distinct,
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between them they speak one
fifth of the world’s languages.

Trouble in paradise
Unfortunately, the future of New
Guinea is under serious threat. Its
vast range of animals, plant life
and rich cultural heritage is being
stripped away and ‘sold off cheap’
by destructive environmental forces
like road building, forest conversion
to palm oil, mining and illegal
logging. As this vibrant landscape is
rapidly exploited, so too is some of
the planet’s most beautiful wildlife.
The demolition of this rich
forestland causes a domino effect
that is detrimental to everything and
everyone that lives within it. When
tropical plants are destroyed so are
the magnificent Queen Alexandra’s
Birdwing butterflies. When land

is sold, local tribesmen lose their
heritage. And, how can there be
birds of paradise when paradise
has been turned into wasteland?
Currently the PNG region has one
of the highest rates of deforestation
in the world. If it continues, by
2020 the forest area will be reduced
by over a third. At WWF, with
your ongoing help, we want to
stop this devastation. Not just to
the New Guinea landscape, but to
the millions of animal and human
homes within it. With your help we
could achieve our goal, but we
need to act fast.

Every dollar
you give to WWF
could become $4

Every gift you make to WWF funds conservation solutions.

The difference
your support has
already made
• Your support helped WWF
to establish 12 Wildlife
Management Areas (WMAs).
These WMAs are protecting
almost two million hectares of
tropical rainforest and savanna
wetland, which in turn is protecting
some of New Guinea’s most unique
wildlife, including endemic birds,
marsupials, butterflies and snakes.
• WWF has trained local
landowners. This will allow
villagers to better manage their
land and improve the quality of
life in villages throughout PNG.
For every dollar you give, WWF will
be applying to AusAID (the Australian
Government’s overseas aid agency) for
matching funding of $3 up to a total
amount of $150,000.
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Bernard Sepani, Pukapuki village representative

Orchid

Wildlife you can
help protect
Tree kangaroo
The tree kangaroo depends on the
forest for shelter and its diet of
fruit, leaves, flowers, sap and bark.
Orchid
PNG has more than 3,000
species of orchid and 2,000
species of fern. Almost eight
out of ten of these plants are
only found in New Guinea.
The Greater Bird of Paradise
This is just one of over 800 bird
species found in New Guinea.
37 of the 39 species are found
nowhere else in the world.

You can help save New Guinea
• Call 1800 032 551 to donate
• Donate online at wwf.org.au
• Mail your gift to GPO Box
528, Sydney, NSW 2001.

Call 1800 032 551 or visit wwf.org.au

Greater bird of paradise

WWF Goals for
the New Guinea
program
• To continue to work with
local communities and
governments to promote
local industries like rubber,
essential oils, ecotourism
and high value fish trading.
• To continue to develop
community-based sustainable
forestry, which will eventually
allow communities to supply
certified timber to the
international market.
• To continue to work with
the local people to better
manage their land, to gain
an income that would lead
to improved education for
their families in order to build
a sustainable future without
their land and culture being
destroyed in the process.
LIVING PLANET AUTUMN 09
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Jellyfish

The Coral Triangle reefs at risk
In one blue corner of this Earth,
forces of nature have crafted an
underwater tapestry of corals
that remains unrivalled in its
richness, importance, and sheer
beauty - the Coral Triangle.

species, more than 3,000 species
of fish, the heaviest bony fish of
the deep, and the coelacanth, a
species thought until recently to
have gone extinct with the dinosaurs
some 65 million years ago.

Covering nearly six million km2
of ocean across all, or parts of, the
seas of six countries in the IndoPacific - Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines, the
Solomon Islands, and Timor-Leste
- the Coral Triangle is a myriad
of life forms and lifestyles.

For 20 years, WWF has been
working to protect the Coral
Triangle - moulding policies
to ensure sound environmental
management, raising awareness,
and sharing skills for better
stewardship of marine resources.

Born out of the collision of tropical
light, warm sea temperatures and
oceanic currents, this vast area of
the Indo-Pacific region harbours
75 per cent of all known coral species.
Nowhere else on Earth will you
find six of the seven marine turtle
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A fragile web of life
is unravelling
The spectacular landscapes and
natural riches of the Coral Triangle
hide darker stories: over-exploited
coral reefs, climate change and coral
bleaching, depleted fish stocks, and

endangered species on the brink of
extinction. This isn’t just a problem
for marine biodiversity - human
populations are also at risk.
An estimated 120 million people
live within the Coral Triangle, of
which approximately 2.25 million
are fishers that depend on marine
resources for their livelihood. With
a growing population and persistent
poverty across south-east Asia,
corals reefs are being over-exploited
through increased fishing pressure,
and highly damaging techniques
such as blast and poison fishing.
Throw into the mix the construction
of roads, airports, channels, ports,
and buildings, including tourist
resorts, and you have a recipe for
potential ecological disaster.
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Hawksbill Turtle

Getting to the root
of the problem
Fast economic growth, poor
marine management, poverty, high
market demand and disregard for
rare and threatened species …
these are the forces that are
squeezing out the magic and
richness of the Coral Triangle.
All this limits our chances of
realising the full sustainable
development potential of the
region’s coastal resources.

Keeping the Coral
Triangle alive
Here, in one of the world’s greatest
marine regions, we have the chance
to sustain marine life, feed millions
and attract visitors from all over the
world. But, we have to work fast.
A healthy, vibrant Coral Triangle
will save the spawning grounds of

many tuna species, as around
50 per cent of the global tuna catch
spawn or migrate through the Coral
Triangle. With your continued
support, WWF plans to reach
the following targets by 2020:
• Coral reefs: a 50 per cent
increase in area of priority coral
reef habitats that is protected
and sustainably managed with
effective financing in place.
• Species: zero decline in
the populations of three
endangered marine turtle
species (leatherback, hawksbill,
green) from 2008 levels.
• Transforming business:
halting and reversing the
degradation of key marine
resources - coral reef habitats,
turtles, reef fish, and tuna.
To find out how you can
take action, visit WWF’s
Coral Triangle website at
panda.org/coral triangle.

A WWF Panda Passport is your online licence to campaign for the environment. Sign up at passport.panda.org

Goals

for WWF’s Coral
Triangle Program
• Support improved
governance of the
Coral Triangle.
• Build a sustainable live
reef food fish trade.
• Promote sustainable
tuna fisheries.
• Finance marine protected
areas for the future.
• Create an international
marine protected area
network for turtles and
reduce marine turtle
bycatch in the IndoPacific region.
• Reduce the impacts
of climate change
and tourism.
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Collapsed research station

Collapsed research station

Giant Panda

The survival of China’s Giant Panda is under new threat
Following China’s devastating
earthquake in May 2008, great
fears were held for the survival
of the Giant Panda. WWF teams
in China have now finished
their preliminary surveys of
the panda habitat devastated
by the earthquake – and we
now believe that many of the
Giant Pandas are still alive.
I knew that you would be as
delighted to hear this news as we
were, because as a supporter of
WWF you have played a critical
part in their survival. Thank you!
The pandas are there. They are
alive. But, they are unprotected
and in critical danger from severe
habitat loss. Without habitat
there can be no Giant Panda.
From WWF’s first panda projects
in China in 1980, we have worked
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tirelessly to see Giant Panda
numbers increase by 40 per cent
to an estimated 1,600 today.
It has been people like you who
have made this possible, but if we
don’t act again now, 30 years of
panda conservation may be lost.
We must not allow that to happen.

Panda migration
routes damaged
The most badly affected forest
area, more than 300 hectares, is in
the border regions of the Sichuan,
Shaanxi and Gansu provinces.
This forest forms a major migration
route for the Giant Pandas.
As a result of reconstruction work
the migration corridors are now
also threatened by development.
The loss of the migration routes
could be catastrophic for the

pandas’ long-term survival as it
can mean isolation, in-breeding
and over-competition for food.
This weakens the gene pool, and
sets the world’s panda conservation
program back enormously,
perhaps beyond recovery.

People and pandas
battle for survival
For local villagers, the earthquake
was an absolute catastrophe. They
are in their own desperate battle
for survival. They need food, and
they need fuel. Without outside
help, they will almost certainly
become competitors with the
Giant Pandas for the limited,
remaining forest resources.
Balancing the needs of the local
people and of the wildlife in this
way is essential. Each affects

Sign up for WWFs free monthly email newsletter.

the other. We need to provide
water, sustainable development
projects, and the resources for self
sufficiency that prevent the villagers
needing to further deplete the
remaining, fragile panda habitats.

is needed to start new panda
habitat monitoring and patrolling.
That is why we need your gift today.
It is a race against time to restore
the 30 years of infrastructure and
protection that were all but destroyed
in a single, catastrophic event.

Rebuilding the Panda
How you can help
Protection System
We are also moving quickly to
rebuild the Panda Protection System,
much of which was destroyed by
the earthquake. Over 80 stations
were affected, some being reduced
to rubble, destroying over 30 years
of work to protect the Giant Panda.
Re-establishing the Panda Protection
System requires new equipment –
GPS systems, computers, cameras,
trucks as well as technical support

The pandas are there. They are
alive. But, they are unprotected
and in critical danger.
Donate to WWF-Australia’s Global
Conservation Program today and
help WWF to continue to support the
international program to revitalise
the habitat of China’s Giant Panda.
• Call 1800 032 551 to donate
• Donate online at wwf.org.au
• Mail your gift to GPO Box 528,
Sydney, NSW 2001.

Visit futuremakers.org.au

Goals

for the China
Panda program
• To re-establish critical
areas of Giant Panda
habitat through the
restoration of native/
indigenous forest species
in the panda corridors.
• To provide water, sustainable
development projects and the
resources for self-sufficiency
to prevent villagers further
depleting the remaining
fragile panda habitats.
• To re-establish the Panda
Protection System so that new
panda habitat monitoring and
patrolling can re-commence.
LIVING PLANET AUTUMN 09
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Golden sun moth

One of the ACT’s most threatened insects

Only 1,500 left in the wild
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Only 2,000 left in the wild

Cassowary

Woolly wattle

Only a small patch left in south west Australia

Bridled nailtail wallaby
Only 400 left in the wild
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Swift parrot

Chiromantis samkosensis
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Dragon millipede

Gumprecht’s green pitviper

Laotian rock rat

Green and gold frog

Its home decimated by climate
change-induced drought

It doesn’t get better than this!

Australia has the worst record of mammal extinction in the world.
Your gifts to WWF are working to ensure that we do not lose more of
the 363 animal and 1,269 plant species listed as threatened under federal
legislation. Nine per cent of birds, seven per cent of reptiles and 16 per
cent of amphibians are either extinct or threatened in Australia.

Over 1,000 new species have
been discovered in the Greater
Mekong Region of south east Asia
in the last decade, according to a
new report launched by WWF.

Red-tailed black cockatoo
Nesting hollows in south eastern
Australia almost gone
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Yellow-snouted gecko

Wild population may be as low as 10

Green sawfish

Dwindling numbers left in
northern Australian waters
© Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon
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We’d like to show you the faces of the animals that you are helping
to survive – please meet your top 10 Aussie battlers …
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Meet our top 10 Aussie battlers

Yellow-footed rock wallaby
Less than 2,500 left in the wild

Amongst the 1,068 species newly
identified were the world’s largest
huntsman spider, with a leg span of
30 centimetres, and the startlingly
hot pink coloured, cyanideproducing, dragon millipede.
While most species were discovered
in the largely unexplored jungles
and wetlands, some were first found
in the most surprising places. The
Laotian rock rat, for example,
thought to be extinct 11 million
years ago, was first encountered by
scientists in a local food market,
while the Siamese Peninsula
pitviper was found slithering

Leave a gift in your Will to WWF and help secure a future for our planet.

through the rafters of a restaurant in
Khao Yai National Park in Thailand.
The findings, highlighted in
this report, include 519 plants,
279 fish, 88 frogs, 88 spiders,
46 lizards, 22 snakes, 15 mammals,
four birds, four turtles, two
salamanders, and one toad.
The region comprises the six
countries through which the Mekong
River flows including Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand,
Vietnam and the southern Chinese
province of Yunnan. It is estimated
thousands of new invertebrate
species were also discovered during
this period, further highlighting
the region’s immense biodiversity.
“It doesn’t get any better than this”,
said Stuart Chapman, Director
of WWF’s Greater Mekong

Email enquiries@wwf.org.au

Program. “We thought discoveries
of this scale were confined to the
history books. This reaffirms the
Greater Mekong’s place on the
world map of conservation.”
In the unique ecoregions of the
Greater Mekong, WWF works in
the field with village people and
local authorities as well as on the
much larger scale of the landscape
required for the survival of large
mammals and migratory species.
Our aim is to conserve and protect
the remarkable biodiversity of these
ecoregions for future generations.
If you would like more
information about WWF’s
work in the Greater Mekong,
go to panda.org and type
Mekong in the search engine.
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