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AFTER THE FLOODS,
INSPIRING SUCCESS STORIES
You’re bringing
tigers back from
the brink.

Plastic pollution:
you’re helping clean
up our act, globally.
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How you helped
rescue koala joey
Gulliver from the
floodwaters.
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TX2: YOU’RE HELPING SAVE TIGERS
A century ago, around 100,000 wild
tigers roamed the Earth. By 2010, the last
Lunar Year of the Tiger, that number had
plummeted by an estimated 95% – to just
3,200 – due to rampant poaching and
habitat destruction.
That was enough to ignite an unprecedented
international collaboration. WWF
launched its ambitious TX2 (Tigers Times
Two) plan, in a commitment to double
tiger numbers in the wild. This plan is
supporting the 13 tiger range countries – the
last places where tigers remain – and uniting
our global conservation community.
Fast forward to 2022 – it’s the Lunar Year of
the Tiger once more, and at September’s Global
Tiger Summit, the tiger range governments will
convene to report on their progress.
While we await this momentous news, here
are the many ways you are helping protect
this magnificent species:
Tackling the illegal trade of tigers,
their parts and products – by helping
governments in tiger range countries stop
wildlife crime.
Saving biologically rich and diverse
forests – which protects tigers, as well as
thousands of other species.

Building local capacity to manage
protected areas – by collaborating with
our partners to manage core tiger corridors.
Protecting tigers and restoring their
habitat – by connecting tiger corridors,
allowing them to travel safely between
their habitats.
Translocating and rewilding tigers –
through long-term projects already begun in
India and Kazakhstan.
While we have high hopes for a tiger
recovery, the challenges are unrelenting.
WWF remains as committed as ever to
support the 13 tiger range governments as
they take action to fulfil their commitments.

DID YOU KNOW:
Each tiger has a unique set of stripes – like a fingerprint
– which helps identify individual tigers in the wild.
If you’d like to do more to ensure the
survival of one of the world’s most
majestic creatures, why not adopt a
tiger now at wwf.org.au/tiger-adopt
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Thank you you’ve shown
wh at’s possible
wh en we wor k
tog eth er for
nature.

A message from CEO,
Dermot O’Gorman
As another financial year closes, I can’t help
reflecting on these turbulent times and their
impact on what we hold dear. Yet as your
kindness and commitment show, this is also
what keeps us connected.
So, as you read this latest issue of Living
Planet, I hope you’ll take a moment to
reflect too – on how your support has meant
another year of wins for our wildlife:
◊ From flood-hit regions in Queensland
and northern NSW, see the courage
and hope you’ve made possible.
◊ Check in on the progress you’re inspiring,
as together we strive to save our true-blue
Aussie species like the platypus, greater
glider and glossy black cockatoo
from extinction.
◊ Celebrate two pieces of uplifting news: the
first from our flagship rewilding project
on Yorke Peninsula – turn over to reveal
all! The second – a historic global pledge to
end plastic pollution now in sight.
Finally, an exciting update on WWF’s
international campaign to save our
magnificent tigers. The TX2 campaign is
probably the most ambitious global recovery
effort we’ve ever undertaken for a single
species. Read about the impact you’ve
already made, and watch out for further
updates soon.
For now – please dive in. Heartfelt thanks
once again.
Dermot O’Gorman,
CEO, WWF-Australia

Baby turtles are frequently found with plastic in
their stomachs.

STANDING UP FOR
OUR OCEANS
With your help, a ban on plastic
pollution is now in sight.
In a landmark decision, UN member
states unanimously agreed to start work
on a global agreement that will help to
stem the tide of plastic waste – and end
plastic pollution.
A recent WWF review warned that
plastic had infiltrated every part of
the ocean, and was detectable in the
smallest plankton up to the largest whale.
The legally binding agreement will set
out global rules and obligations across
the full life cycle of plastic, including
more effective recycling and reuse, and
improving waste management systems.
It will hold nations, businesses and
society accountable for eliminating
plastic pollution from our environments.
WWF is fully committed to supporting
this historic agreement, and is urging
governments to act strongly and
decisively in developing the treaty.
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YOUR HEARTFELT ‘NO’
TO ANIMAL EXTINCTION
“I’d like to say a huge thank you to all of the
supporters who have helped this program.
It’s going to mean all the difference for
conserving the greater glider and other
species in our forests.”
These words from WWF-Australia’s
Threatened Species and Climate Adaptation
Ecologist, Dr Kita Ashman, speak volumes
about your outstanding support for the
latest Regenerate Australia initiative.
Our greater glider, platypus and glossy black
cockatoo are among more than 300 Aussie
species under threat of extinction, but your
collective support is helping turn that around.
‘Goldilocks’ homes for greater gliders
In Tallaganda National Park, southern NSW
and East Gippsland, Victoria, it’s full steam
ahead for greater glider project lead Kita
and our partners from Australian National
University and Greening Australia. They
are installing ingenious new temperaturebuffering nest boxes to help recover and grow
greater glider populations. For these
fluffy-eared marsupials, it will be a huge
boost following massive habitat loss after the
bushfires and on-going habitat destruction
from tree-clearing. The ‘Goldilocks’ dwellings
– neither too hot nor too cold – are essential
to help them recover, explains Kita:
“These nest boxes have different materials
and properties to standard ones – like
solar reflective paint that will help to buffer
gliders from the warming climate.”
She adds: “It’s important that we develop
these types of innovative solutions with our
partners, because it’s not just going to be one
person who solves the climate crisis or the
extinction crisis. We need to work together to
keep our threatened species around.”
Translocating platypus
Planning for the much anticipated first
phase to bring back platypus to Sydney’s
Royal National Park is well underway.

Next generation nest boxes will be helping greater gliders to
keep their cool.

WWF-Australia rewilding expert Rob
Brewster is working with partners from the
University of New South Wales Platypus
Conservation Initiative, Taronga Zoo and
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.
Right now they’re assessing the suitability
of the habitat and identifying appropriate
source populations for reintroduction. Your
support for this three-year plan is combining
the expertise of ecologists and national park
staff to maximise success. We’ll keep you
posted on those first translocations!
Here comes the ‘glossy squad’
After a slow start due to the floods, our
glossy black cockatoo conservationists
at Wildbnb have now hit the ground
running. Top of the agenda is recruiting
the aptly named ‘Glossy Squad’, a new
community group tasked with undertaking
a great glossy count in the Northern Rivers
region of New South Wales in conjunction
with Birdlife Australia.
These dedicated citizen scientists will help
collect data about our glorious ‘glossies’, to
help inform recovery work on populations
and feed trees, so they can be protected and
managed appropriately.
Watch this space for further exciting updates.

We think you’ll be as excited as we are at
the news from Yorke Peninsula, where
you’ve helped bring back the brush-tailed
bettong after 100 years! Not only are these
industrious little soil engineers already
making their mark on the landscape, they
are also thriving. Nearly every female
assessed during a recent health check was
carrying pouch young – the baby boom we
hoped for!
Huge thanks to you, and our joint funding
partners: the Australian Government’s
National Landcare Program, the Northern
and Yorke Landscape Board, the South
Australian Department for Environment
and Water, Foundation for National Parks &
Wildlife, in partnership with the Narungga
Nation Aboriginal Corporation.
How are brush-tailed bettongs (also

EMERGENCY FLOOD
RESPONSE: YOUR IMPACT
We’ve said it before, and we’ll say it again –
your willingness to take action for our wildlife
never fails to move us, and your response to
this year’s floods was no exception.
The incredible outpouring of generosity from
our community was put to immediate good
use, supporting wildlife rescue, care and
recovery. This vital support is also helping
critical habitat restoration work get back
on track after the floodwaters damaged
young saplings.

“The scale of destruction has been truly
devastating. People have lost their homes,
their businesses. It’s easy to feel helpless in
these situations. Something I found solace
in was the amazing community response
to these floods. I also found a sense of hope

A brush-tailed bettong with a joey in pouch.

known as woylies) helping re-engineer the
landscape? Senior Ranger Mark Davison
from Dhilba Guuranda-Innes National
Park, explained:
“A significant weed, the Cape Tulip, is one
of the bettongs’ favourite foods. They have
been digging the bulbs out from the soil and
eating them, which is helping to remove this
damaging weed from the park.”
Thank you for helping these
bettongs thrive!

when we spotted signs of koalas out and
about. It was so rewarding to know there
were still koalas in areas we’ve worked so
hard to restore.”
When a disaster at the scale of these latest
floods happens, one thing is clear – no one
organisation can meet all the needs. Your
amazing support enabled our amazing
partners to spring into action:
◊ Byron Bay Wildlife Hospital, NSW
◊ Currumbin Wildlife Hospital, Qld
◊ Friends of the Koala, NSW
◊ Sydney Wildlife,
NSW
◊ Ipswich Koala
Protection
Society, Qld
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The emergency response was only possible
thanks to you all explains WWF-Australia’s
Tanya Pritchard, who has been on the
ground assisting with the northern NSW
flood recovery:
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BETTONG BABY BOOM

◊ Bangalow Koalas,
NSW
◊ Border Ranges
Richmond
Valley Landcare
Network, NSW

Koala joey ‘Scampi’ in care
during the recent flooding event.
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS
Last year supporters like you generously
donated to help expand the Friends of The
Koala Hospital in Lismore, and they were a
key partner during the recent floods.
Koala joey Gulliver was a little miracle amid
the mud and devastation. He was found
wandering alone, drenched and calling out
for his mum. But with care from Friends of
the Koala, he is eating well and putting on
weight and when the time is right, he’ll be
ready to be released back to the wild. Vet
Dr Jodie Wakeman said:

“Seeing him do so well is such a rewarding
feeling. It’s amazing to know, together,
we’ve made such a difference in helping him
recover and grow to maturity.”

MEET DR PRISHANI VENGETAS
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Veterinarian and WWF-Australia Wildlife Recovery
Project Coordinator

“We should always be striving to be
better and save any animal”
From her work dealing with injured animals
after the bushfires, through to her efforts
providing critical care to animals impacted
by the recent floods, we’re feeling extrablessed to have seasoned wildlife vet Dr
Prishani Vengetas on the team at this
critical time. You’ll be hearing a lot more
from Dr Prishani in the coming weeks
and months, but here’s a flavour of the
passion and energy she’s already bringing to
Regenerate Australia.
What brought you to WWF-Australia?
I’ve been a vet for more than 10 years, and
have split that time between emergency
and critical care and conservation work
all around the world. This job blends the
two together, which is great. Just prior to
coming here, I was involved with wildlife
search and rescue during the 2019-2020
Australian bushfires. This was an incredible
opportunity and an important next step in
protecting and preserving our native wildlife.

What does your role involve?
I bring my expertise and experience in
conservation medicine to our current
projects to optimise wildlife conservation
strategies. My role helps to strengthen
the resilience and recovery of our native
wildlife through practical actions and
innovative approaches.
What keeps you connected – why do
you care?
It’s hard to put it into words, but I think
with any animal, whether it’s a possum or
a hyena, they’re sentient beings. I see the
light that shines from their eyes and all
the beauty they bring to this world. I am
incredibly privileged and humbled to be
able to care for them. If we understand our
wildlife a little bit better, take care of them
a little bit better, we’re also taking care of
and understanding ourselves.
Every individual matters. Every individual
has a role to play. We all need each other,
and we have the opportunity to build a
better future in harmony with one another.

Thank you for those wise words, Dr Prishani!
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