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YOU’RE HELPING REGENERATE AUSTRALIA
Window on 2021:
a HUGE year of
achievements,
thanks to you

How you’re
protecting koalas
from climate-fuelled
natural disasters

7 brilliant ways you’re
supporting Innovate to
Regenerate

JULY
Thanks to you, we
saw the first glossyblack cockatoo chicks hatch in
the nest boxes your gifts helped
provide to Kangaroo Island.

OCTOBER
With your voice and
support, thousands
of messages have been sent to
the Australian Government
urging them to make strong
commitments to reverse the
loss of nature by 2030.

MAY
Because of your
support, many more
koalas are safe from the threat
of deadly Chlamydia disease
through our partnership with
Currumbin Wildlife Hospital
and Tweed Shire Council to
adminster a lifesaving vaccine.

AUGUST
As the UN’s report on
climate change calls
for urgent action, you helped
restore rare brush-tailed
bettongs (or woylies) to the
Yorke Peninsula* and research
Australia’s ‘lost’ marsupial, the
silver-headed antechinus.

NOVEMBER
You helped support
a pioneering
partnership on Minjerribah
to protect this vital koala
population and their habitat
from the threat of future
catastrophic wildfires.
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New hope after
the devastation
of the Mallacoota bushfires
in Victoria, as koalas Annie
and Frankie that were badly
burned in the flames are
released back into the wild.
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Together we mark
WWF’s 60th
anniversary with action:
support for two major
koala rescue centres in Port
Stephens and Ipswich, and a
new campaign to defend the
Unburnt Six priority landscapes.

FEBRUARY
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APRIL
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You helped kickstart
a new era of fisheries
management in Solomon
Islands, working with local
communities, government and
industry to combat climate
change, habitat loss and
unsustainable fishing.
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JANUARY
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A YEAR OF OUTSTANDING
ACTION POWERED BY YOU

Even amid the pandemic
and uncertainty, 2021 was
the year you helped take
unprecedented action for our
wildlife. Thanks for making
these highlights possible!

MARCH
You helped protect
the superb lyrebird
and its habitat with new
research into this unique
bushland mimic, and icon of
our 10c coin. Plus we join a
record 192 countries in the
biggest Earth Hour yet.

JUNE
Thanks to Bangalow
Koalas and you,
we celebrated a milestone
of 100,000 new trees in the
ground to help futureproof the
region’s key koala stronghold.

SEPTEMBER
You helped get a
program to protect
our platypus and reintroduce
them to the Royal National
Park, Sydney, off the ground
to future-proof this species
against extinction.

DECEMBER
From habitat
restoration for
our iconic koalas to water
sprinklers for flying foxes –
you’ve supported more than
30 species and made great
strides to regenerate Australia.

Thank you for making these projects and collaborations possible.
You’ve had an incredible year of species-saving action!
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WWF-Australia CEO, Dermot O’Gorman.

BOLD ACTION WHEN IT’S NEEDED MOST – THANKS TO YOU
A message from CEO, Dermot O’Gorman

It’s an honour to welcome you to a brand new
year of action for nature. This issue of Living
Planet is groundbreaking in so many ways:
for a start, I can’t recall a time when we’ve had
so many ‘good news’ stories to bring you – and
don’t we need that, after the year we’ve all
come through?
Beginning with the latest report from
Minjerribah on page 3, to the exciting
expansion of Regenerate Australia on page
6, what an exhilarating ride 2022 is already
shaping up to be.
You’ll see how your support is helping to
restore platypus populations in Sydney’s Royal
National Park – a crucial move to save them
from a silent extinction.
However, for a long time now we’ve been
advocating for the impacts of climate change on
our wildlife, and the United Nations report on
climate change confirmed our worst fears.

to a warming world, as well as supporting us
to tackle climate change head on through the
Renewables Nation program. I’m so grateful
to have you standing with us at this pivotal time.
You’ll see how your incredible donations are
being turned into practical action in these
pages because, quite simply, none of it would
be possible without you.
So to celebrate the breakthrough achievements
you are helping realise for our land and wildlife,
we’ve dedicated the Year in Review on the
centre spread to supporters like you.
I invite you to dive into your first Living
Planet of 2022 with renewed hope, knowing
that Regenerate Australia – our boldest
vision ever to rehabilitate and restore wildlife
and habitats – is firmly underway. I can’t
thank you enough – and here’s to another
momentous year!

The message was clear: we must deliver
impactful and durable change to curb the rate
of global warming, and we must do it now.
Thankfully, you’re making innovative new
projects possible that are helping species adapt

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

HOT-OFF-THE-PRESS: HOW YOU’RE SAVING MINJERRIBAH’S
KOALAS FROM THEIR BIGGEST THREAT – FIRE
This summer you helped launch a new
project as part of Koalas Forever to help
fireproof our key koala populations. This is
starting with a unique hub of healthy koalas
on Minjerribah, otherwise known as North
Stradbroke Island.

Thank you for bringing Minjerribah’s
koalas a step closer to safety. For more
updates go to wwf.org.au/fireproofing

You’re also helping to identify other vital
koala populations, so that we can focus on
planting koala trees in the most impactful
areas and establish wildlife corridors to
protect and restore key koala strongholds.

© WWF-Australia

Thanks to your extraordinary response, we’re
already working with the Quandamooka
Yoolooburrabee Aboriginal Corporation and
the University of the Sunshine Coast (USC)
on conducting cultural burns and surveying
koalas before and after the fires.

Koalas are safer, thanks to you.

HELPING TO PROTECT
OUR PLATYPUS
Thank you to our generous supporters
who answered the call to save
platypuses from a silent extinction.
Not only is the platypus one of the most
distinct, globally loved mammals, it is also
evolutionarily and morphologically unique.
By enabling partnerships with Taronga
Zoo, UNSW and NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service, you’re helping ensure
our platypus will be around for our future
generations.
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We’ll shortly begin surveying and sourcing
healthy platypus populations across New
South Wales, ready to reintroduce the first
10 animals in Sydney’s Royal National Park
in winter. From there we’ll monitor them to
make sure they survive and hopefully start
reproducing soon after.
Platypus are all set to make a triumphant return to
Sydney’s Royal National Park.

Go to wwf.org.au/rewild-platypus for
further updates.
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DREAMING BIG: HOW YOU’RE
HELPING INNOVATE
TO REGENERATE
Sprinklers are a lifesaver for flying foxes on hot summer days.

“It’s time to showcase our
ingenuity. Time to call on our
generations of knowledge. Time
to work together to restore what
we have lost. It’s this that is
driving our long-term vision
to Regenerate Australia.”
– Dermot O’Gorman
Your support is enabling partnerships with
some amazing innovators to make our
home a future-proofed haven for plants,
wildlife and people!
Here’s a snapshot of our top seven
innovations to Regenerate Australia:
Detection dogs
These amazing canines are a key to the
success of Koalas Forever. English
springer spaniels like Taz and Missy have
a super-enhanced sense of smell, and can
quickly work a fire-ravaged landscape
to detect live koalas by their scat scent.
Partners: OWAD Environment and
supported by furniture company Koala.
An Eye on Recovery
These cutting edge camera sensors combined
with Google’s Artificial Intelligence
technology can quickly monitor fire-ravaged
areas and track the recovery of our most
vulnerable species. With ‘eyes’ already
on the critically endangered Kangaroo
Island dunnart and the brush-tailed rock
wallaby, the impact is lifesaving. This
project is in collaboration with Conservation
International and a network of local partners,
with the support of Google.org.
Heat-activated cooling sprinklers
A game-changer to help threatened
species like grey-headed flying foxes

survive a warming climate. On hot days,
remote-activated aerial sprinklers can cool
temperatures by two degrees. Tests last
summer recorded zero flying fox deaths,
compared to 220 deaths the previous year.
Partners: the Victorian Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning
and the City of Greater Bendigo.
Water for Wildlife
Over 800 of these ingenious treetop water
troughs have already been installed in New
South Wales, Victoria and Queensland to
help tree-dwelling animals stay hydrated
at times of extreme heat and drought.
Partners: the University of Sydney, WIRES,
Water for Wildlife and the Reece Group.
Solar panels for koalas
These tiny solar powered ear tags will help
find and rescue koalas from the path of
an oncoming fire. Ultra-lightweight and
designed to last a koala’s lifetime, they take
traditional tracking and monitoring into
a new era. Partners: the University of the
Sunshine Coast.
Australia’s largest mobile
wildlife hospital
Equipped with high-quality equipment, this
vet on wheels can be quickly mobilised to
deliver urgent care when natural disasters
threaten native animals. Partner: Byron Bay
Wildlife Hospital.
Habitat pods
These clever flat-packed cardboard shelters
protect vulnerable wildlife in the aftermath
of fires. Not only can they be joined together
to form safe corridors, they can also be
embedded with seeds to quickly regenerate
vegetation. Partners: Macquarie University.
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Your support has helped reintroduce brush-tailed bettongs on the Yorke Peninsula.

REGENERATE AUSTRALIA JUST GOT BIGGER
– THANKS TO YOU
Having welcomed conservation
organisation Rewilding Australia into
the WWF-Australia fold last year, we’re
delighted to announce its namesake,
Rewilding Australia, as the fifth program
of action for Regenerate Australia.
The goal is clear: to take bold, decisive
action to return species to their native
homes, helping to future-proof them
against extinction while their presence
helps to restore a healthy ecosystem in
the landscape.
Yes, there is still a lot to be done, but
just look at the progress you have helped
achieve so far:
Bringing wildlife back to the Yorke
Peninsula, before it’s too late.
After more than a 100-year absence, the
first 40 brush-tailed bettongs (also known
as woylies) have been reintroduced on

the spectacular Yorke Peninsula, South
Australia as part of Marna Banggara.
Your wonderful support has helped with
the translocation where a 25-kilometre
predator-control fence will keep them
safe as they resume their vital role as
‘nature’s gardeners’. Each of these rare and
endangered little marsupials can dig up to
six tonnes of dirt and leaf litter each year,
spreading native seeds, improving water
infiltration, nutrient cycling and helping
native plants grow.
Most importantly, they will pave the way
for us to bring back other locally extinct
species like the southern brown bandicoot,
red-tailed phascogale and western quoll,
helping to restore biodiversity.
WATCH NOW: you can see the
exclusive release of the bettongs
at wwf.org.au/return

*This incredible project is jointly funded through the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program, the
Northern and Yorke Landscape Board, the South Australian Department for Environment and Water, WWF-Australia
and Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife in partnership with the Narungga Nation Aboriginal Corporation and
with the support of Traditional Custodians, the Narungga People.
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