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Your united
support for
our wildlife.

You are
transforming
native habitats.

Meet Maryanne,
your compassion
saved her life.
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BUSHFIRE RELIEF THANKS TO YOU

© WWF-Australia / Mark Symons

MEET
MARYANNE

WWF-Australia has deployed
emergency funds for immediate
wildlife rescue, care and recovery.
We are providing support
to the RSPCA Queensland,
the leading wildlife care
facility during the recent
bushfires in Queensland to
enable urgent treatment and
ongoing care for the huge
influx of injured wildlife, in
particular koalas.
Maryanne the koala with Darren Grover (Head of Healthy Land and Seascapes, WWF-Australia)
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A MESSAGE FROM
CEO, DERMOT O’GORMAN

WWF-Australia CEO Dermot O’Gorman meeting Ellie the injured echidna that has pneumonitis (lung inflammation) due to heat and
smoke inhalation in care with Wildcare in Carwoola, NSW.

WE COULDN’T DO IT
WITHOUT YOU
This has been a deeply distressing time for
all. My thoughts are with everyone who has
suffered loss during the unprecedented bushfire
emergency that ravaged so much of our unique
land. We are standing by you all.
But from the ashes comes hope, and with hope
comes healing. Thanks to you, we are already
starting to restore and recover.
This issue is dedicated to you, our
supporters, and the response you have
already enabled for the thousands of
animals in need of urgent veterinary
care, food and shelter.
The strength and resilience of the groups and
individuals my teams and I have been working
with has been remarkable. To say their efforts
have been tireless is an understatement.

But none of this would be possible without you,
and your shared vision of a world in harmony
with nature.
You answered our call, and we are incredibly
grateful. Please know that together we are taking
great care of every dollar you generously give.
There’s still a long way to go – but with your
help we’ve made an extraordinary start.
Together I know we won’t let our precious
natural heritage be destroyed. I can’t think
of a better time to be part of this amazing
community of people who are committed to
preserving our land and wildlife for generations
to come.
Thank you,

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

AFTER THE INFERNO...
YOUR SUPPORT IS UNITED FOR OUR WILDLIFE

Dr Leanne Wicker treats an injured koala at Mallacoota Incident
Control Centre.

During this unprecedented, catastrophic bushfire
season, over 12 million hectares of Australia’s
forests have been burnt, and an estimated 1.25
billion of our unique animals killed.
Our hearts go out to everyone who has suffered
loss during this devastating time, to the
emergency workers who battled the blazes, and
carers working to save our wildlife.
Sadly, many threatened species, like our
precious koalas, have been pushed even further
to the brink of extinction.
But thanks to your incredible generosity,
we’ve been able to partner with and distribute
immediate funds to wildlife rescue and care
organisations, enabling them to urgently scaleup their recovery work. By February, we had
deployed more than $2 million – and this is
just the beginning.
We are supporting as many of these
incredible groups as possible as they
continue their critical work on-theground, including:
Emergency veterinary care
Specialist veterinarians are racing against time to
provide medical treatment across Australia. This
includes Zoos Victoria, who are not only treating
injured animals, but also assessing the impacts on
wildlife, and the recovery work needed. We know
it will be enormous – from loss of habitat and
food supply, to the danger of predation from feral
and other animals seeking food.
Food drops for starving wildlife
We’re supporting groups and carers who are
providing food drops in burnt-out forests
across the country.

Saving species on the brink of extinction
From Kangaroo Island comes the devastating
news that the fires may have pushed the
remaining endangered dunnart population to
the brink of extinction. Through the support
of our on-ground partners, we immediately
mobilised funds to save the island’s dunnarts,
and also support the recovery and protection
of glossy black cockatoos, also critically
endangered on the island.
Injured koala detection
Koala detection dogs Taz and Missy were
rapidly deployed to detect koalas in the burnt
forests west of Brisbane. Now deployed on
Queensland’s Southern Downs, they have
already found ten more koalas at risk from
starvation, dehydration and disease.
We’re also supporting drone search technology,
which uses infrared cameras to rapidly locate
koalas and other injured mammals in burnt-out
forests. The insights we’re gaining also support
our advice to government on where best future
funds should be deployed.
Over the coming weeks, we will continue to
deliver emergency response funds to field
partners in fire-affected areas, while planning
for the long-term.
Our goal is clear: the restoration of our
environment to ensure our forests heal,
our threatened species recover and our
climate stabilises.
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WWF-Australia puts immediate funds where they are needed most.

Olivia Woosnam and Alex Dudkowski from OWAD Environment
with detection dogs, Missy and Taz.

IMPORTANT UPDATE
A PLAN WITH A PURPOSE
We’ve secured the first 10,000 trees!
We are redoubling efforts to restore habitat and
support the survival of koalas and other iconic
species like greater gliders and quolls.
Rather than sidetrack our urgent Christmas
campaign to save, protect and plant two billion
trees by 2030 – a project that you embraced
with all your hearts – we’re excited to announce
an incredible new partnership that will
positively amplify it.

The Great Eastern Ranges Initiative is a
massively stepped-up program that harnesses
the expertise of no less than 250 local, regional
and national organisations, extending from
western Victoria to NSW, and from ACT to far
north Queensland.
The first phase of this exciting partnership gets
to grips with immediate post-fire recovery in
six key areas, focusing on restoration of feed
areas, replacing habitat, and enabling wildlife
movement. At its core is the planting of the first
10,000 trees as part of our ‘Towards 2 Billion
Trees’ campaign. It’s a plan with a purpose to
support future survival of our precious wildlife,
including koalas. Thanks to you – “That’s how
the light gets in.”

REWILDING YORKE PENINSULA UPDATE
TACKLING THE EXTINCTION CRISIS HEAD-ON

Our most ambitious rewilding
project yet just got more exciting:
on South Australia’s unique
southern Yorke Peninsula, the
25km long predator-proof fence is
now in place – and the first natives
are set to arrive in Autumn 2021.
Your support is bringing the woylie
back to this spectacular landscape.
As nature’s gardeners, woylies play
a crucial role in improving soil
conditions for plants, birds, insects
and ultimately other mammals.
They are the first in a long line
of beautiful, unique, critically
endangered Australian
species to be reintroduced.
Watch this space.
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Your commitment sees woylies preparing to be reintroduced

Food drops and medical
care for injured and
starving animals,
thanks to you

When volunteer firefighter Peter Luken posted
his heartbreaking picture of a badly burned
koala, unable to escape the inferno that
engulfed its forest home, the image instantly
became a symbol of these devastating bushfires.
Then along came Maryanne, the young koala
that Peter and his partner Trudi are now
nursing back to health.
Maryanne, together with other injured animals
like Minty the possum, who suffered burns
to all four paws and his tail, and Ellie, an
echidna whose lungs were damaged by smoke
inhalation, are now symbols of hope among
the ashes.
WWF-Australia has partnered with wildlife
rescue and care organisations across the
country who are providing veterinary care,
food and habitat restoration for thousands of
animals like them.
As the fires started to rage, the hospital was
receiving about 150 koalas like Maryanne a
month, nearly three times the normal number.
In January they were receiving around 80
animals a day. RSPCA Queensland CEO Darren
Maier explained:

Further south, we’re also providing urgent
funds to Wildcare Queanbeyan for injured,
orphaned and starving wildlife that fled the
fires in Tallaganda National Park, NSW.
Wildcare has been distributing food to 40 rural
properties bordering the national park, where
wallabies, wombats, birds and other starving
wildlife are eagerly consuming it.
These food drops are only possible thanks to your
incredible support, as Wildcare Queanbeyan
president Belinda Hogarth-Boyd commented:
“There are huge numbers of animals facing
starvation. This is a marathon, not a sprint,
we’ll be support-feeding the wildlife for
probably the next 12 months.”
We are doubling our efforts to protect our
animals and restore what has been lost. Every
donation we receive is critical to help us
respond to this emergency, not just today, but
over the coming months and years, as WWF
works to deliver its Australian Wildlife and
Recovery Plan.
If you would like to make a donation, 		
please use the enclosed form or go to 		
wwf.org.au/bushfirerecovery. 			
Thank you for your support.
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A MARATHON,
NOT A SPRINT

“The support from WWF-Australia has come
at a crucial time. We’re grateful for the funds
and all the generous supporters who allow us
to do the work we do.”

JOHN CREATED A
RAINFOREST SANCTUARY

© Courtesy of Jennifer Look

John Kachel was a relentless critic of the
destruction of natural habitats. His sister Jenny
describes him as living “a simple life”. Over
many years he created a rainforest sanctuary on
land adjacent to his home.

In 2014, John was diagnosed with motor
neurone disease. “He wasn’t afraid of dying,”
says Jenny “but the thought of leaving his
rainforest affected him deeply.”
John made the decision to leave his Estate to
charities aiding wildlife, including WWF. It is
nearly two years since his passing and John’s
legacy, but the gift he made in his Will
continues to provide sanctuary to the wildlife
he leaves behind.
If John’s legacy has inspired you, please
consider including a gift to nature in your Will.
Contact Christine Robinson on 02 8228 6822
or email giftsinwills@wwf.org.au
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