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TOGETHER WE CAN SAVE
SPECIES FROM EXTINCTION

You are
standing up
for the Earth’s
most vulnerable
species when
they need
you most.
We are in the midst of a mass
extinction crisis. From the koalas that
inhabit our forests to the bees that
pollinate our crops, 25% of the Earth’s
species are on track to be wiped out if
we don’t take urgent action to protect
them. We know that two of the leading
causes of this crisis in Australia are
excessive tree-clearing and climate
change – and we know what the
solutions are. It’s now or never if we’re
going to do what’s needed to save the
natural world.
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WE CAN’T GO ON LIKE THIS
Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s
demand for ecological resources and services in a given
year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year.
It’s the point we start living on resources borrowed from
future generations. Last year it fell on 1 August, the
earliest date ever. This year it was even earlier,
falling on 29 July 2019.
It’s a stark reminder of the burden we’re putting on
the natural world, and a wakeup call to drastically
scale up efforts to protect our wild planet, before
it’s too late. You are playing a crucial role in those
conservation efforts with your support for
WWF-Australia.
Here are some of the ways you’re helping
bring Australian species back from the brink
of extinction.
•	By supporting a University of Sydney research
project to develop drinking stations for koalas.
These water stations help koalas survive drought
and increasingly hot weather, and are helping
scientists better understand how koalas are
affected by climate change.
•	By restoring traditional fire regimes practiced by
Indigenous peoples to help revive habitat for
black-flanked rock-wallabies.
•	By building artificial nests to improve breeding
success for the shy albatross on islands
off Tasmania.

•	By supporting trials of cooling methods to prevent
an imbalance in the sexes of green turtles that is
threatening the survival of the entire species.
•	By helping to reintroduce the locally extinct woylie
to the wild on the Yorke Peninsula.
Here are some other things you can do to help
the planet.
•	
Change what you eat: eat less meat and more
plant-based foods, reduce food waste and only buy
sustainably sourced fish.
• C
 hange what you buy: reuse, buy less and
where possible buy products from recycled or
sustainable sources.
•	
Change to clean energy: switch to renewable
energy and reduce your electricity use by switching
off or unplugging appliances and lights you aren’t
using.
• A
 sk the businesses you buy from to change:
write to supermarkets and food companies and tell
them you want planet-friendly, sustainably-sourced
products.
• E
 xplore and restore nature locally: From
beach clean ups to urban gardens, there are lots of
ways to support wildlife and encourage nature to
grow in your community.
The fight to save our fragile wildlife and landscapes
has only just begun. To donate now towards more
species and planet-saving work, please visit
wwf.org.au/extinctioncrisis
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IT’S THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGE WE’VE FACED.
Are you up for it?
Have you heard the news? A UN report
released this May has revealed human
activity threatens to wipe out more than
one million plant and animal species. One
million! That’s one million species future
generations will never get to see.
We have a simple choice: change the way
we do things or lose them forever.
It’s a daunting challenge but I have reason
to be hopeful. I know WWF-Australia has
the support of a dedicated and passionate
movement of people who are willing
to take powerful action to defend the
wonderful animals we share our planet
with. You are one of them and I couldn’t
be more grateful for the contribution you
are making.
In this issue of Living Planet you’ll read
how you’re helping vulnerable species like
the koala, Javan rhino and eastern quoll
survive the extinction crisis. There’s also
an update on the Great Barrier Reef, and
some practical tips on other ways you can
help our fragile planet.
I’m proud to stand beside you as we
fight for our natural world.

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

A HOME AMONG THE
GUM TREES

You’re helping to rehabilitate and connect critical koala habitats.
Earlier this year we reached
out to our wonderful WWFAustralia supporters and asked
you to get behind the next stage
of a koala habitat restoration
project. We’re delighted to
tell you that thanks to the
generous response we received,
conservation work is already
well under way.
Campbelltown in Sydney’s
south west is home to one of the
only healthy koala populations
in the region. Working with
Greening Australia and the
Campbelltown local council,
WWF-Australia supporters
and volunteers from the local
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community planted 3,000 trees
to create a new ‘koala corridor’.
This corridor will allow koalas
to move freely between their
habitats without having to
spend too long travelling on
the ground, where they face
deadly threats such as dogs and
cars. It will also make them less
susceptible to diseases such
as stress-induced chlamydia,
which is linked to habitat loss.

Without help koalas are
on track to be extinct in
NSW by 2050. Thank you
for taking action to stop
that happening.

GUESS WHO’S BACK?

You’ve been part of not one, but two successful
reintroductions of eastern quolls to the Australian mainland.
Thanks to you and other generous WWF-Australia
supporters, a second group of these cute marsupials
have recently been relocated from captive breeding
facilities in Tasmania and NSW to Booderee National
Park in Jervis Bay.

© JANNICO KE

The latest relocation boosted the quoll population in
the park by 40. That’s a big step forward for this bold
conservation project, which is already reaping rewards.
Baby quolls have been born and reared in the park.
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Eastern quolls were once a common sight on the east
coast, before disease, habitat loss and feral animals
wiped them out more than 50 years ago. Visitors to
the park will now be seeing a lot more of these little
predators, which will play a vital role in restoring the
landscape to good health.

AUSTRALIA

The latest reintroduction was timed to give the new
arrivals a chance to familiarise themselves with their
surroundings before the breeding season began in June.

Thank you for giving eastern
quolls a second chance.

A DECADE PROTECTING
SEA COUNTRY TOGETHER
This August we celebrate the ten-year anniversary
of WWF’s partnership with Indigenous Gudjuda
Rangers. The Gudjuda are the Traditional Owners of
the land between the Whitsundays and Townsville in
North Queensland.
Through this partnership, Gudjuda Rangers play a
leadership role in managing and protecting their Sea
Country and the rich diversity of marine life it sustains.
Being a ranger is a busy but rewarding job. They are
responsible for turtle tagging and research to monitor
population size and the health of animals. They also
keep their country’s beaches clean of plastic and other
waste to protect the ocean and animals, and revegetate
key areas to prevent erosion and land degradation.
Also, the Gudjuda Junior Ranger program targets
young Indigenous students in years 11 and 12, giving
them hands-on experience and educational pathways
into careers in land and sea management.
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This important partnership is protecting our pristine
marine environment at the same time as giving
Gudjuda people an opportunity to practice and hand
down their culture to the next generation.

Thank you for being part of this innovative
and empowering partnership.
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OUR PLANET,
OUR REEF

The Great Barrier Reef’s survival is hanging in the balance.
Time and again you’ve answered the call to protect our
Reef and the wonderful creatures that depend on it for
survival. Most recently you helped WWF-Australia remove
a deadly fishing net from Princess Charlotte Bay in the
northern Great Barrier Reef, protecting local dugongs
and other marine life from entanglement. And to make
sure nothing goes to waste we’ve upcycled the net into
trendy ReefCycle sunglasses. You can order a pair now at
www.wwf.org.au/get-involved/reefcycle

You can watch Our Planet on
Netflix now. Please share it
with your friends and family
and make them aware of
what we all need to do to
save the Reef.

But climate change remains the single biggest threat to
the Reef. Alex Veil was a cameraman working on our
recent Our Planet documentary in partnership with
Netflix. He’s spent more than thirty years living and
working on the Reef, and says:
“It’s heartbreaking to see these corals I’ve known for years
turn ghostly white. There’s a pretty straightforward solution
to stopping it and that is lowering carbon emissions. If we
don’t do that I don’t think reefs have got a great chance.’’

SOWING SEEDS FOR RHINO SURVIVAL

You’re saving one of the most threatened species on the planet: the Javan rhino.

When we wrote to you in 2017, things were looking grim
for rhinos on the Indonesian island of Java. There were
only 67 individuals left, and they were facing serious food
shortages as the aggressive Arenga palm was killing off what
remained of their food supply. But WWF supporters came
to the rescue.
Since then there’s been strong progress on the rhino front.
Arenga removal work is on track, and 2,093 seeds have been
planted that are now growing into delicious, nutritious food
for the rhinos. 28 people are employed cultivating these
crops, which means the project is benefiting not only the
rhinos, but local communities as well!
There’s been mixed news on the rhino population, with four
births and three deaths since 2017, which takes numbers
to 68. While a modest increase, it’s very encouraging to see
that rhinos are breeding and numbers are no longer falling.
It’s evidence that our conservation efforts are working.

None of these efforts would have been possible
without you. Thank you so much.
ESIA
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WHY I LOVE MY JOB

WWF-Australia’s Chief Conservation Officer, Rachel Lowry, talks campaign
successes, conservation challenges, and a pretty quirky favourite animal.
And the biggest challenge

I’ve always admired WWF’s work, but my first
real interaction was when I was a campaigner at
Zoos Victoria. I was working on the ‘Don’t Palm Us
Off’ campaign about the need to label palm oil on
all food products. A campaigner from WWF saw
me on television and called me soon after with a
plan to help open some influential doors. It was
great fun working with WWF and it led to some
significant commitments from Australia’s top six
food manufacturers.

Apathy. I think our biggest challenge is gaining a
better understanding of the human dimensions of
conservation and making those insights work to
our advantage.

What’s the best part of your job?
Problem solving issues that matter. I spend my
days with expert members of the WWF team and
our incredible Eminent Science Group focussing on
innovative solutions that get right to the heart of a
process threatening nature. It’s so fulfilling.

When strangers ask you what you do for a
living, how do you describe what you do?
I used to say that I fight wildlife extinction, but
I think I’m going to start saying that I work as a
broker seeking a New Deal for People and Nature
and see how that flies?
What’s your favourite animal?
The marsupial mole. With a face like
that and a lifestyle that’s literally
underground, I figure someone has
to love it.
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When did you first get involved with WWF?

