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How long can the Antarctic continue to support its magnificent inhabitants?

You’re fighting for the frozen continent’s future
The Antarctic and species like penguins,
whales and seals that call it home, are
facing catastrophic threats. Thankfully,
supporters like you are taking powerful
action to save them.

in the world and support a rich diversity of life.
More than 9,000 species of plant and animal live
in its waters, with more than half of them found
nowhere else on Earth. But the Antarctic is under
unprecedented strain.

The Antarctic is an amazing place. The oceans
that surround it are among the most pristine

The Antarctic and its wild inhabitants need
us like never before.

The challenges we face

The solutions

Without our help, the Antarctic’s future looks grim.

Here’s what you’re doing to help.

• 	Climate change means parts of the Antarctic are among
the fastest-warming places on Earth.

• P
 rotecting the peninsula: With your support, WWF
is working to protect 30% of critical habitat around the
Antarctic Peninsula in the largest network of marine
protected areas (MPAs) in the world. These areas, where
human activity will be strictly limited, will give vulnerable
species a chance to recover.

• 	Since 1979, the duration that sea ice has remained frozen
along the Antarctic Peninsula has decreased a whopping
85 days a year. This has devastated krill populations and
had serious flow-on effects for animals like whales and
penguins that feed on them.
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• S
 cientists predict that
in the decades to
come, penguin and
seal species will be
decimated and driven to
the point of extinction.
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• 	Safeguarding Antarctic species with innovative
science: Working with leading research organisations,
who are using the latest technologies, you are helping
us monitor and map the movements and behaviour of
vulnerable species of whale, penguin and seal. This will
help us understand more about how climate change is
affecting them and guide future recommendations on the
most effective locations for MPAs.
Thank you for giving the Antarctic a fighting chance.
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The road ahead
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DETECTION DOG
REPORTING FOR DUTY
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WILDLIFE
WINS WORTH
CELEBRATING
Thank you for everything you’re
doing for our fragile planet.
I spend a lot of time out in nature. It’s
the best part of my job. I’ve visited some
amazing places, but nowhere has taken my
breath away quite like the Antarctic.
On our recent trip I was awestruck by the
sheer beauty of the landscape and the rich
abundance of wildlife.
I saw the wonderful conservation work that
you’re helping make possible with your
support of WWF.
I also saw firsthand, the threats the Antarctic
faces. Its future is in our hands and, as
you’ll read in this issue of Living Planet, your
support is more important now than ever.
You’ll also read about the powerful
difference you’re making for vulnerable
koalas, green turtles and numbats.
None of this inspiring work would
be possible without you. Thank you
for being someone our planet can
depend on.

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia

You’re helping track endangered numbats so we can
learn how to best conserve them.
These quirky, striped marsupials
have been driven to extinction
across 99% of their former
habitat. Fewer than 1,000 are
currently estimated to remain
in the wild. The Upper Warren
region of Western Australia
is home to one of only two
remaining original populations.
Finding exactly how many
numbats are left and where
they live is critical to helping the
species survive. But numbats are
notoriously hard to find thanks
to their small size, solitary nature
and large range.
The answer? With the support
of the Western Australian

Government, we’ve recruited and
trained the world’s first numbat
detection dog. Using scent, this
canine detective will help find
live numbats so they can be
fitted with Very High Frequency
radio and Global Positioning
System collars.
By tracking numbats we’ll get
answers to important questions
like how far they move, where
their burrows with young are,
and what is limiting the growth of
their population.
We couldn’t do this vital
numbat-saving work without
you. Thank you.

DONATE NOW AT WWF.ORG.AU/LIVINGPLANET

BALANCE OF
THE SEXES
You’re helping vulnerable turtles adapt
to climate change.
Thanks to your support, WWFAustralia has teamed up with
furniture company Koala and
other partners to help green sea
turtle populations on the northern
Great Barrier Reef fight an urgent
problem: almost all the hatchlings
are female. They currently
outnumber males 116 to one.

In the hope of returning hatchling
gender ratios to more natural
levels, WWF is working in
partnership with Koala and
other organisations on Milman
Island to trial different methods
of cooling sand in turtle nesting
areas. Successful methods will
then be rolled out across other
turtle rookeries.
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A baby sea turtle’s sex is
determined by the temperature
of the sand incubating the eggs.
Warmer sand produces females,
while cooler sand produces
males. With climate change
driving air and sea temperatures
up, the gender balance of green
sea turtles has been thrown
wildly out of balance. If the trend

continues, the population could
be entirely female in the near
future. And that could spell the
end for these ancient mariners.

Thank you for helping
to conserve precious
marine creatures like
green sea turtles.

OUR PLANET,
OUR FUTURE
Don’t miss a ground-breaking WWF
collaboration starting April 5 on Netflix.
Right now, we humans are the
biggest threat to the natural world that
provides the food we eat, the water
we drink and the air we breathe.

produce Our Planet, an original
eight-part documentary series to be
released globally on Netflix on
5 April 2019.

As a species, we know the
challenges the Earth faces, and the
solutions. What we lack is a global
will to protect our natural world.

Filmed over four years in more
than 50 countries, the series is
voiced by Sir David Attenborough.
It celebrates the Earth’s rich natural
wonders and iconic species and
tackles the things threatening its
future survival.

Netflix has collaborated with
Silverback Films and WWF to

We hope it will inspire millions of
people around the world to truly
understand our planet and the
challenges it faces. Only then can
we start to restore nature and
reverse its decline.
Watch the first episode of this
eight-part documentary on 5
April and let your friends and
family know! We’d love to hear
what you think.
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WITH COMPLIMENTS OF LARRY WEISS

TURTLE
SPOTTING
IN BOWEN

A wildlife research trip with Indigenous
rangers was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience for WWF-Australia
supporter, Larry Weiss.

This year, a group of WWF-Australia Partners in
Conservation were invited to join a special two-day field
trip tagging turtles in Bowen, QLD.

photograph, measure and tag the turtles. Larry even got
to name one of the turtles Gudlj, a hybrid of Gudjuda and
his initials.

Long-time supporter Larry Weiss, said it was a great
opportunity to get away from his hectic schedule and get
some hands-on experience of the work he backs as a
regular WWF-Australia donor.

The trip also included visits to the Gudjuda Cultural
Centre, where Larry enjoyed a bush tucker guided
tour and the Reef HQ Great Barrier Reef Aquarium in
Townsville. He said the trip was ‘one of the best days of
my life.’

Serving as key lookout, Larry says it was a thrill to spot
the turtles as the boat floated over the seagrass beds
of Bowen Harbour. He also helped Indigenous Gudjuda
rangers and researchers from James Cook University to

To find out more about becoming a Partner
in Conservation, contact Debra Almeida 		
on 02 8228 6806 or dalmeida@wwf.org.au

A SAFE HAVEN FOR KOALAS

We did it! Thank you for helping reach our target to build the new rehabilitation facility
and green corridors for vulnerable koalas.

Your wonderful support also means we can continue
our work restoring critical koala habitats and linking them
through green corridors. That means fewer koalas will be
forced to travel on the ground, where they’re at risk of being
hit by cars or attacked by predators such as dogs.
Thank you for digging deep and helping our
wonderful koalas.
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Built in partnership with WIRES, the new pre-release
facility will protect recovering koalas from predators, giving
them their best chance to get strong and healthy, before
they’re released back into the wild. The facility, which has
a basic medical examination room and a large enclosure
of eucalypt trees, will be built near Grafton on the NSW
North Coast, close by one of the state’s last significant
koala populations.

WWF-Australia’s Antarctic expert, Chris Johnson, tells us
what he loves about protecting the frozen continent.
How long have you been involved with WWF?
I have a long history working with WWF, from
international field projects to leading our Antarctic
program for the past three years. From 2000-2005,
I was part of the Voyage of the Odyssey, a five-year
global study of the impact of ocean pollution on whales
co-funded by WWF-US. And in 2010 I helped produce
a film on the critically endangered vaquita porpoise with
WWF-Mexico.

days I’m out inthe-field with the
top scientists in the
world in the most spectacular polar icescapes on the
planet. Other days, I speak with media and at events
about the Antarctic’s incredible biodiversity. Then I
work with scientists to translate research into solutions
for policymakers.
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WHY I LOVE MY JOB

What’s the biggest challenge the Antarctic 		
is facing?
Climate change is impacting the Antarctic and its iconic
wildlife in different ways. Antarctic oceans are warming,
accelerating glacier loss in the region and putting
habitats and biodiversity under increasing threat.

What’s the best part of your job?
The variety of work and the people I meet. Some
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How do you describe what you do for a living
when strangers ask?
I’m a marine scientist who works to protect our oceans.

ADOPT A PENGUIN
Adopt an Adelie penguin
today and help protect
them from the devastating
effects of climate change.
We’ll send you a special
adoption kit with a cuddly
penguin plush toy, penguin
fact book, and adoption
certificate to remind you
how you’re caring for these

stunning flightless birds.
Adopt a penguin
online today at
wwf.org.au/penguin
or by calling
1800 032 551.
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Join us on Facebook

Join us on Twitter
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Why are you so passionate about the Antarctic?
It’s one of nature’s most wondrous places.
It teems with iconic wildlife, such as
penguins, whales, seals and seabirds, and
is supported by krill – the keystone
of the Antarctic food web. There is no place
like it on Earth and we need to protect it 		
before it’s too late.

