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LARGEST REGENERATION PROJECT EVER
You’re defending
The Unburnt Six

You’re helping
plant 110,000+ trees
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Your response to
endangered species
in the Kimberley
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Gouldian finches resting on a branch in the Kimberley.

NEW SCIENCE IN THE KIMBERLEY

The black-footed rock-wallaby
(known locally as the wiliji) is
threatened by severe late dry season
wildfires and introduced species.
That’s why the Nyikina Mangala
Rangers are working with us to establish
a permanent monitoring program on
the Erskine, Grant, and Edgar Ranges
to understand how populations respond
to different measures.
Late-season fires can be equally
destructive for the Gouldian finch,
which is also listed as endangered.

Partnering with Bardi Jawi and Nyul Nyul
Rangers, together with the Kimberley
Land Council, we’re identifying key
breeding habitats and assessing how fire
affects these habitats. Plus, we’re working
to produce and carry out essential surveys
and running workshops and training
sessions for local rangers.
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New community-supported work in
the Kimberley region is helping protect
endangered species. A generous grant
from Lotterywest is helping us work
alongside eight different Indigenous
ranger groups to strategically protect
species most at risk.

The Nyikina Mangala Rangers are working to save the
wiliji from wildfires and introduced species.
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YOUR PART IN THE LARGEST WILDLIFE AND REGENERATION
PROJECT EVER
A message from CEO, Dermot O’Gorman
As one of our key supporters, you’ve had
exclusive insight into our largest ever
regeneration effort that launched at the end of
2020 – and we were recently proud to announce
it publicly. It’s called Regenerate Australia,
and it’s possible because of generous donors
and backers as well as local efforts to accelerate
our recovery after a challenging year.
I’m thankful for the outpouring of generosity
in response to so many pressing ecological
challenges around the country. In this edition of
Living Planet, you’ll see just how significant
your impact has been, and will continue to be.
We’ve got good news about the successful koala
vaccination and wildlife hospital programs
recently implemented, following a successful
answer to the request for help we sent out a
few months ago. One of the most encouraging
aspects of these programs is how quickly we’ve
been able to respond in the areas hardest hit
by disasters.

Finally, I’m so grateful for you and everyone
else generously backing our mission here at
WWF-Australia. You are determined to fight for
and protect the natural wonders all around us.
Thank you so much. I’m glad to share some of
the incredible work that’s being done – because
of you.
Yours in conservation,

Dermot O’Gorman
CEO, WWF-Australia
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Of course, natural disasters have wreaked
significant damage on our habitats, and so you’ll
also read about a number of tree planting and
habitat restoration programs that you’ve helped
implement. Some of these programs are under
the leadership of local Indigenous rangers who
are uniquely familiar with the landscapes.

Your support is helping to roll out a successful koala vaccination
campaign to combat Chlamydia.

Together, we are doing everything possible to prevent the extinction of koalas on the east coast of Australia.

YOU’RE ENSURING EXTINCTION IS NOT AN OPTION

Together, we can ensure that extinction is not an option for koalas.
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On the Tweed Coast, our partners
including Currumbin Wildlife Hospital
and Tweed Shire Council at the newly
established Tweed Coast Koala Research
Hub have been able to fully vaccinate
13 koalas in the first three months of
operation. This is such a great outcome!
Chlamydia is the leading cause of
hospitalisation for koalas, affecting up
to 60% of koalas treated by Currumbin
Wildlife Hospital. WWF-Australia
supporters like you are the backbone of
the recovery effort for koalas, ensuring
they have a safe place to stay, covering
veterinarian costs and food, while receiving
their vaccinations. We are monitoring
koalas that have been vaccinated and if
the program continues to be successful,
it will be rolled out across key koala areas.
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Your response to urgent needs has been
so important in recent months, reminding
every Australian, including key policymakers, that extinction is not an option.
Habitats and wildlife have faced threat
after threat. But people like you have
rallied together to ensure their safety and
protection. You’re helping vaccinate koalas
and protecting key habitats. The outcomes
have been nothing short of amazing, as
you’ll see.

Thank you so much for helping us defend
the Unburnt Six. This critical collection
of vulnerable, unburnt forest habitats and
landscapes is one of our highest priorities.
Your support helped launch a new campaign
in collaboration with Environmental
Defenders Office (EDO), advocating for
stronger protections, using existing laws
and to up-list threatened species. Since
April 16,000+ WWF supporters have
contacted politicians urging them to
take action.
A big thank you to everyone who
sent videos, and we’re excited to share
the result with you now: visit
wwf.org.au/unburnt-six-defenders

By protecting habitat, you are defending vulnerable species to
ensure their survival.
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YOU’RE PROVIDING TREES
FOR KOALAS
New habitat growth has accelerated in recent
months, helped along by the tremendous efforts
of crucial supporters like you.
In partnership with Bangalow Koalas, we’re
aiming to plant 100,000 koala food and habitat
tree seedlings in the Richmond Valley of the
Northern Rivers, NSW over the next three
years. Local landowners and government
have been supportive of the plan to secure
vital corridors of new habitat. WWF-Australia
Landscape Restoration Project Manager, Tanya
Pritchard, says that working alongside people
with the same vision to sustain koala lives is
very rewarding. “It’s so wonderful to work with
people who volunteer a portion of their land
to welcome koalas and other wildlife back.”
Right now in the Richmond Catchment Koala
Corridor in NSW, we’re supporting Envite and
Minyumai Indigenous rangers to restore fifty-five
hectares of habitat through strategic removal of
weeds and planting of 9,355 habitat trees. The
project will reinvigorate burnt areas and help
save natural wildlife in the region over the next
two years.
Finally, thanks to your support WWF-Australia
is partnering with the Turner Family Foundation
and world-leading seeding technology to
revegetate eleven hectares of vital land. In the
Lockyer Valley of southeast Queensland, drone
technology will help establish a koala corridor
in a priority area and restore a threatened
ecosystem. The program is also running
alongside controlled burning efforts to prepare
the site for plantings.

© WWF-Aus / Paul Fahy

Thank you so much for assisting with
local-led recovery efforts for key habitats
around Australia. You’re helping on the
ground already!

Your generosity is supporting an innovative trial using drones to
regenerate critical koala habitat.

“JUST MY CUP OF TEA”
It was an unlikely source that sparked David Waterhouse’s support
of WWF and 60 years later he is one of our longest dedicated donors.
David Waterhouse remembers first
hearing of the “World Wildlife Fund”
back in 1961.
He became a WWF supporter all those
years ago and remains one to this day.
“I grew up in England. I had been
fascinated by wildlife all my
young life, not just with the local
British fauna found near my home,
but wildlife the world over. In
those days, books were expensive
for people on low incomes, so
information on wild animals and
birds, especially beyond the British
Isles, was difficult to acquire.
One free supply of information was
to be found from an unlikely source.
The Brooke Bond Tea Company
gave away coloured cards of
wildlife in their packets of tea.
In 1962 they issued a beautiful
series, entitled ‘Asian Wild Life.’”

David in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) at 26

to preserve wildlife, write to the World
Wildlife Fund, 2 Caxton Place London,
for an account of what is being achieved.’
At the age of sixteen David made his first
donation to WWF and has remained as
passionate about protecting wildlife as he
was all those years ago.
“58 years later I’m still a supporter,
and very pleased to continue my
legacy to nature through a gift in
my Will to WWF-Australia.”
To find out more about leaving
a gift in your Will, please
contact Christine Robinson
at giftsinwills@wwf.org.au

Asian Wild Life tea card album from 1961

David sent for the accompanying album,
and the first page outlined the plight of
many of Asia’s iconic animals. In very
small print was the message: ‘If you
are interested in the work being done

David and driver on salt plains Rann of Kutch,
Gujurat, India.
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