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Prior it ies for a Living Aust ralia  Liberal-Nat ional Coalit ion  Aust ralian Labor  Party  Comment  

Commitment  to stabilise 
Australia's emissions by 
2010:  

Not  met .  Not  met .   AustraliaÕs emissions are 
cont inuing to rise.  A smoot h 
t ransit ion to a low emission 
future requires emissions to 
stop rising and start  t o fall.   

Adopt  a t arget  to reduce 
emissions 20%-30% below 
1990 levels by 2020:  

Not  met .  Not  met .   See comment  above.  

1.  Reduce greenhouse 
pollut ion:   

Adopt  a t arget  to reduce 
emissions 60%-80% below 
1990 levels by 2050: 

Not  met .   Largely met .   

Target  to reduce emissions 60% 
below 2000 levels (30/ 05/ 07)  

A long-term emission t arget  is 
required to encourage 
investment  in low emission 
technology and inf rastructure.   

Household appliance 
standards: broad coverage, 
all high-star and regular 
reviews to incorporate new 
technology 

Not  met .   

Coalit ion announced t he phase-
out  of  incandescent  lights 
(12/ 02/ 07) and the extension of  
rebates for household solar hot  
water and solar PV (see below).  
However improved appliance 
standards are the fastest and 
lowest-cost way to reduce 
household emissions.  

Met .   

10 star appliance rat ing system 
over expanded product  range; 
review standards every 3 years; 
phase-out  elect ric hot  water 
systems except  where impract ical;  
greenhouse standard for hot  water 
heaters (Greenhouse and Energy 
Minimum St andards (6/ 08/ 2007).   

Improved appliance, plant  and 
equipment  standards provide a 
very signif icant  opportunit y to 
reduce emissions in the short -
term at  low cost.    

 

 

2.  Reduce the cost of  act ion:  
adopt  world's best pract ice 
energy ef f iciency standards 
for all sectors of  t he 
economy. 

Commercial appliance 
standards: broad coverage, 
all high-star and regular 

Not  met .   Met .   See comment  above.  
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reviews to incorporate new 
technology  See comment  above.  

Household and commercial 
building standards: a 
nat ional building code 
which requires 
implement at ion of  all  cost-
ef fect ive energy and wat er 
ef f iciency measures  

 

Not  met  

Coalit ion has announced a $252M 
extension to the Solar Hot  Wat er 
Rebat e Program (17/ 07/ 02),  
$150M extension to the 
Phot ovol t aic Rebat e Program 
(8/ 05/ 07) and $336M Green 
Vouchers f or Schools Program 
(17/ 07/ 02) and $123M ext ension 
to the Renewable Remot e Power 
Generat ion Program.  

Not  met  in respect  of  
household/resident ial buildings.  

Part ly met  in respect  of  
commercial buildings (since 8 
November 2007).   

ALP has announced the following 
building-related rebate programs: 
$150M Low Emission Plan for 
Rent ers (26/ 10/ 07),  $489M 
Nat ional  Solar Schools Plan 
(25/ 10/ 07),  $300M Solar,  Green 
Energy and Wat er Renovat ions Plan 
(29/ 04/ 07),  $50M Solar PV Home 
Plan (28/ 03/ 07).   

Since 8 November ALP has 
announced the followi ng building 
programs: $90M Green Bui lding 
Fund to provide grants to improve 
the ef f iciency of  commercial 
buildings.  The program also 
includes st rengthened building 
standards and disclosure of  
ef f iciency rat ing at  point  of  sale 
or lease (14/11/07).    

Improved building standards 
provide a very signif icant  
opportunit y to reduce 
emissions. Furthermore, the 
long life that  buildings have 
means t hat  each new inef f icient  
building represents a 
signif icant ,  unnecessary source 
of  greenhouse gas emissions for 
many years. 

Raising building standards to 
internat ional best pract ice is 
the most cost-ef fect ive source 
of  signif icant  emission 
reduct ions and (with mass 
deployment  schemes) generally 
provides larger and lower cost 
emission reduct ions than rebat e 
schemes. 

 

Industrial  energy ef f iciency 
standards:  

Not  met .   

 

Not  met .    

Since 8 November ALP has 
announced the followi ng 
indust r ial  energy ef f iciency 
programs: $75M Re-t ool ing for  
Cl imat e Change to provide grants 
to manufactur ing f irms to enable 
them to improve energy 

About  40% of Australian 
emissions are di rect ly or 
indirect ly at t ribut able to 
energy use by industry and 
Australian energy ef f iciency is 
poor relat ive to other 
count ries. Improved industrial  
ef f iciency standards provide a 
cost-ef fect  and t ransparent  way 
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ef f iciency and reduce emissions 
(14/11/07).  

to signif icant ly reduce 
Australian emissions.    

Government :   Not  met .   

See comments above in respect  
of  solar hot  water and rainwater 
tanks for schools.  

 

Met .   

Improved energy ef f iciency 
standards for government  
buildings; low emission car 
purchasing for government ;  funding 
for PV and energy ef f iciency in 
government  and private schools; 
renewable energy for Parliament  
House and MPs of f ices (Tackle 
Cl imat e Change by Example 
(30/ 05/ 07)).  

The Australian Government  is a 
maj or purchaser of  elect ricit y,  
vehicles and building space, and 
a maj or consumer of  energy.  As 
a consequence Government  
purchasing and energy 
ef f iciency policies can 
signif icant ly reduce nat ional 
emissions, and drive change in 
the market  generally.   

3.  Promote cost-ef fect ive deep cuts: establish an emissions 
t rading scheme by 2010:  

Largely met .   

Emissions t rading scheme by 
2011-2012 (but  short ,  medium 
and long-term emission 
reduct ion t argets not  stated: see 
sect ion 1 above).  

Met .   

Emissions t rading scheme by 2010 
(but  short  and medium-term 
emission reduct ion targets not  
stated; long-term emission 
reduct ion t arget  stated: see 
sect ion 1 above).   

Targets that  signif icant ly 
reduce emissions are an 
essent ial element  of  an 
ef fect ive emission t rading 
scheme. Without  adequate 
targets the scheme merely 
imposes a new cost on the 
economy with no environment al 
benef it .  

4.  Look to t he future:  adopt  a renewable energy target  of  
20% of elect ricit y generat ed by 2020, and 25% by 2030:  

Not  met .   

Coalit ionÕs Clean Energy Target  
(22/ 09/ 07) of  45,000 GWh will 
cont ribute approximately 15% of 
elect ricit y generated in 2020, a 
lit t le more than the existing 
State renewable energy schemes 
it  replaces. The Clean Energy 
Target  is a combined renewable 
and low emission (i.e.  low 
emission coal) energy t arget .   

The Coalit ion has also 

Met .   

Renewable energy t arget  of  60,000 
GWh (approximat ely 20% of 
elect ricit y generated) by 2020. 

In respect  of  low emission coal,  
ALP has announced a $500M 
Nat ional  Clean Coal  Init iat ive 
(12/ 03/ 07),  $50M Geothermal 
Dril l ing program (30/ 05/ 07) and 
$20M geosequestrat ion dril l ing 
program (28/ 05/ 07).   

Elect ricit y generat ion is 
responsible for about  50% of 
AustraliaÕs emissions. 
Renewable energy technologies 
are essent ial for bot h Australian 
and global long-term emission 
reduct ions and a scheme that  
guarantees a proport ion of  
market  share (unt il a carbon 
price suf f icient  to support  
renewable energy technologies 
is reached) is the approach 
most likely to lead to t he scale 
deployment  of  renewable 
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announced a $75M Cl imat e 
Change Fund to be established 
no later than 2012.  

ALP has announced the 
establishment  of  a $50M Austral ian 
Solar Instit ut e (30/ 05/ 07) 
incorporat ing the existing CSIRO 
Nat ional Solar Energy Cent re.  Since 
8 November  ALP has announced a 
$150M Energy Innovat ion Fund 
(which includes funding for t he 
Solar Inst it ute) to support  clean 
energy t echnology R & D 
(14/11/07).   

Since 8 November ALP has 
announced a $75M Climat e Ready 
program to support  the 
commercialisat ion of  clean 
technologies in Aust ralia 
(14/11/07).   

energy technologies.  

$250m over 5 years for a 
stand alone Nat ureBank 
program to build a Nat ional  
Reserve System that  buf fers 
biodiversit y against climate 
change 

Part ly met .  

¥ $6m for the Nat ional  
Reserve System in 07-08 
budget 1 

¥ $6m for Steve Irwin Wildlife 
Reserve2 

¥ $21m over 2 years part ly 
toward acquisit ion of  
privat e prot ect ed areas3 

Not  met .  

No policy announcement .  

 

Protect ing climate-crit ical safe 
havens and corridors in t he 
Nat ional Reserve System was 
ident if ied as top priorit y in t he 
WWF-IUCN symposium 
Prot ect ed Areas: Buf fering 
nat ure against cl imat e change 
in June 2007. 

5.   Refocus and augment  t he 
Natural  Heritage Trust to 
establish a new stand alone 
Nat ional  Biodiversit y 
Conservat ion and Resil ience 
Fund t hat  includes: 

$150m over 5 years to 
establish and ef fect ively 
manage Indigenous 
Protect ed Areas within the 

Part ly met .  

¥ $47.6m over 4 years  for 
Indigenous rangers to 

Largely met .  

¥ Commitment  to re-instate 

Indigenous Protected Areas 
(IPAs) are a vital t o prot ect  
Aust ralia's biodiversit y as well 
as delivering strong social,  

                                                             
1 Senate Est imates Hansard 22 May 2007. Contribut ion to NRS programme from NHT3 budget  yet  to be decided. 
2 ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ minister/ env/ 2007/ index.html special funding outside the allocated budget  for reserve acquisit ion 
3 Hotspots Programme ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ biodiversit y/ hotspots/ programme.html 
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Nat ional Reserve System, 
including 300 full-t ime 
Indigenous rangers. 

replace CDEP4 

¥ $20m over 2 years to 
support  Indigenous land and 
sea management  in the NT5 

¥ Addit ional $7m over 3 years 
for Indigenous Protected 
Areas6 

CDEP7 

¥ $90m over 5 years to employ 
and t rain Indigenous rangers8 

¥ $50m over 5 years for 
Indigenous Protected Areas9 

economic and cultural benef it s 
to remote indigenous 
communit ies. They are severely 
under-resourced 

 

 

 

$100M to ident ify and plan 
protect ion of  coastal  priorit y 
habitats with emphasis on 
Northern Australia 

Part ly met .   

¥ No new policy commitment .  
Coastcare within NHT3 and 
Austral ian Cent re for 
Cl imat e Change Adapt at ion 
will have a coastal  
component .  

Largely met .  

¥ $100 M Communit y Coast Care 
Program could address t his 
proposal.  It  is unclear what  
proport ion of  funds will be 
invested in nat ure 
conservat ion in t he North and 
how much in t he built  
environment . 10 

The coast is on the f ront line as 
our cont inent  weathers the 
pressure f rom climate change 
and coastal development .  
Import ant  coastal habitats and 
species will need considerably 
increased protect ion t hrough 
good planning to have any 
chance of  adapt ing to t he 
impacts f rom climat e change 
that  are al ready in t rain.  

6.  Commit  at  least $300m to accelerat e implement at ion of  
the Great  Barrier Reef Water Qualit y Protect ion Plan in high 
pollut ion risk areas. 

 

Not  met .  

No new commitment  made 
beyond budget  announcements 

Budgeted programs include: 

¥ Unident if ied amounts yet  to 
be allocated f rom NHT for 
reef  catchment  NRM groups 

Largely met .  

$200m commitment  over 5 years 
f rom budgeted but  unallocated 
Nat ional Herit age Funds (NHT) to 
provide: 

¥ $146m for farm grants to 
reduce pollut ion 

¥ $22m for monitoring water 

The Great  Barrier Reef is at  risk 
f rom farm pollut ion and climate 
change.  

14 mill ion tonnes of  farm mud 
& chemical  pollut ion reaches 
the reef lagoon in an average 
year,  leading to less coral and 
resilience to climat e change. 
Fixing pollut ion makes farms 
more ef f icient  and protects 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
4  Working on Count ry Programme to replace the Community Development  and Employment Programme or CDEP ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ indigenous/ workingoncount ry/ index.html 
5 Healt hy Count ry Heal thy People Schedule to the Overarching Agreement  on Indigenous Affairs. $10m from Aboriginal Benefit s Account  and $10m from Indigenous Land Corporat ion. 
6 ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ minister/ env/ 2007/ pubs/ mr09aug07.pdf 
7  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
8  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
9  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
10 ht t p:/ / alp.org.au/ download/ now/ 071112___caring_for_our_coasts___final .pdf  
11 ht t p:/ / alp.org.au/ download/ now/ 071112___car ing_for_our_coast s___f inal.pdf  
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¥ $14.2m for monitoring 

¥ $5.5m for small proj ects 

qualit y and adopt ion rates 

¥ $12m for part nerships with 
industry and ot her groups 

¥ $10m for Indigenous 
part nerships and 
communicat ion 

¥ $10m for research & 
development  of  new 
technologies 

¥ $100 M Communit y Coast Care 
Program which may be part ly 
invested in Reef cat chments11 

63,000 reef j obs. 

Industry and Natural  resource 
Management  groups have 
estimated they can reduce 
pollut ion by 50% over 5 years 
with a $300m investment  by t he 
federal Government  and a co-
investment  of  $340m from 
industry.  

7.   Invest $15m to create the world's largest Marine 
Protect ed Area by expanding t he boundaries of  t he Great  
Barrier Reef Marine Park (GBRMP) to include the Coral 
Sea.  
 

Not  met .   

The Coral Sea is being assessed 
as part  of  the GovernmentÕs 
current  marine science and 
planning process.  

The Minister has indicated he 
does not  favour extending 
GBRMP boundaries 12.   

 

Not  met .   

No policy announcement  

The Coral Sea is one of  t he 
worldÕs last great  ocean 
wildernesses, containing near 
pristine reefs full  of  mant a rays 
and sharks. 

Whilst remoteness has 
protect ed the Coral Sea in t he 
past,  it s future could include oil 
and gas rigs as well as il legal 
shark f in f ishing.  

WWF recommendat ion will 
creat e the largest mult iple-use 
Marine Park in the world.  

8.  Invest $233m in a 
Sustainable Nort hern 
Austral ia package. 

Invest $10m over f ive years 
to develop a 25-yr 
Sustainable Nort hern 
Austral ia act ion plan and 

Not  met  

The $20m Nort hern Austral ia 
Taskforce and associated 

Not  met  

Commitment  to establish the 
Of f ice of  Nort hern Austral ia and 

A coordinated sustainable 
development  agenda is required 
for Nort hern Australia to avoid 
ad hoc decisions and int egrat ion 

                                                             
12 ht t p:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ minist er/ env/ 2007/ pubs/ mr17sep07.pdf 



WWFÐ is simply referred to as WWF or WWF, the conservati on organisation. 

Pr ior it ies for a Living Aust ralia  Liberal-Nat ional Coalit ion  Aust ralian Labor  Party  Comment  

sustainable development  
agenda 

Nort hern Austral ia Land and 
Wat er Fut ures Assessment  is 
primarily focussed on further 
development  for t ropical 
agriculture,  but  may cont ribute 
towards this proposal.  

 

expanded terms of  reference for 
the $20m Nort hern Austral ia Land 
and Wat er Taskf orce and Land and 
Wat er Fut ures Assessment  
addresses aspects of  sustainabilit y 
but  it  is uncosted and furt her 
details are required. 13 

of  policies and programs of  the 
Australia,  Queensland, Northern 
Territ ory and Western Australia 
Governments. 

 Provide a $50m grant  over 
f ive years to help the 
Northern Territ ory 
implement  it s Parks Master 
Plan that  helps to assist 
buf fer biodiversit y against 
climate change 

Not  met  Not  met  The Northern Territ ory is 
ranked as t he highest priorit y 
j urisdict ion for consolidat ion of  
the Nat ional Reserve System, 
cont aining seventeen priorit y 
bioregions for creat ion of  
addit ional protected areas.14 
The NT relies on 
Commonwealth funding for the 
vats maj orit y of  it s nat ural 
resource management  funding. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
13 ht tp:/ / www.kevin07.com.au/ news/ invest ing-in-australia-s-future/ rudd-labor-governments-plan-for-northern-aust ralia.html 
14 Sat t ler & Glanznig, 2006. Bui lding NatureÕs Safet y Net , p77. See ht tp:/ / wwf.org.au/ publicat ions/ building-natures-safety-net /   
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 Establish a f ive year $50m 
program to build the 
capacit y of  Indigenous 
communit ies in Nort hern 
Australia to manage Count ry 
and create long-term j obs 
for land and sea rangers, to 
complement  t he $150m 
nat ional investment  in 
Indigenous Protected Areas 

Part ly met .  

No new policy announcement .  
Budgeted programs include: 

¥ $47.6m over 4 years15 for 
Indigenous rangers some 
of  which will benef it  t he 
nort h 

¥ $20m over 2 years to 
support  Indigenous land 
and sea management  in 
the NT16 

Largely met .  

¥ Commitment  to re-instate 
CDEP17 

¥ $90m over 5 years to 
employ and t rain 
Indigenous rangers18 

¥ $50m over 5 years for 
Indigenous Protected 
Areas19 

¥ Unclear what  emphasis 
will be on Nort hern 
Australia but  l ikely to be 
substant ial 

Indigenous people manage 
approximat ely 20% of 
Northern AustraliaÕs land, and 
have cult ural responsibilit ies 
for caring for Count ry 
generally.  Long-term 
Indigenous Ranger j obs need 
to be funded to assist 
communit ies undert ake 
nat ural and cultural  resource 
management .  

 Create a $60m Nort hern 
Austral ia St ewardship 
Incent ives Program to 
support  pastoralists, 
Tradit ional Owners and 
cat chment  groups to manage 
weeds and feral animals, 
manage wildf ires and look 
af ter the land 

Not  met .  

The nat ional $15m Tackl ing 
t he Feral  Pest Menace 
commitment  may address 
feral animals in Nort hern 
Australia,  such as camels, 
cane toads and feral pigs20.  

Not  met .  

The $2m Nat ional  Cane Toad 
Plan addresses a small aspect  
of  this policy,  but  is focused 
on R&D into innovat ive cont rol  
measures and bet ter 
coordinat ion of  research21.  

Pastoralists and Indigenous 
peoples should be supported 
f inancially to assist t heir 
ef fort s to address the threats 
to the globally signif icant  
nat ural and cultural  values of  
Northern Australia.   

                                                             
15 ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ indigenous/ workingoncount ry/ index.html 
16 Healthy Count ry Healthy People Schedule to the Overarching Agreement on Indigenous Affairs. $10m from Aboriginal Benefit s Account  and $10m from Indigenous Land Corporat ion. Investment st rategy yet to be finalized. 
17  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
18  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
19  ht tp:/ / www.labor.com.au/ media/ 1007/ msenhiaNA050.php 
20 ht tp:/ / www.liberal.org.au/ about / documents/ FeralPestMenace.pdf 
21 ht tp:/ / www.kevin07.com.au/ news/ climate-change-water/ climate-change-water.html 
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 Develop an $8m Nort hern 
Austral ia Cl imat e Change 
Risk and Adapt at ion 
Program to bet ter 
understand and prepare for 
climate change, including 
accredit ing carbon of fsets 
f rom Indigenous savannah 
wildf ire management  

Part ly met .  

Budget  commitment  to the 
new $170m Austral ian Cent re 
for Cl imat e Change 
Adapt at ion and CSIRO 
Adapt at ion Flagship,  could 
assist but  allocat ion to 
Northern Australian issues are 
unknown22.  

 

Part ly met .  

The $200m Reef  Rescue Plan, 
$60m Cl imat e Change 
Adapt at ion Plan and t he Plan 
For Cl imat e Change Impact  On 
Iconic Areas address t his 
proposal in relat ion to icons 
and cropping. The $10m 
commitment  to develop 
Indigenous carbon of fset  
markets and t he Nat ional  
St andard f or Carbon Credit s,  
address important  aspects of  
the WWF proposal. 23 

Northern Australia will 
undergo maj or changes due to 
climate change, such as f rom 
hot ter temperatures and more 
ext reme events that  generate 
more f requent  wildf ires and 
storms. Adaptat ion planning is 
needed to build climate 
resilience into biodiversit y,  
land managers and rural 
communit ies. Opportunit ies 
exist to enable Indigenous 
communit ies to engage in 
savanna f ire management  to 
generat e income and j obs 
through the voluntary carbon 
market .  

 Establish a $25m world-class 
Tropical  Nat ural Resource 
Management  Research 
Cent re 

Not  met .  Not  met .  The generat ion and 
applicat ion of  new knowledge 
is fundamental  to sustaining 
Northern AustraliaÕs natural  
and cult ural values, 
part icularly in t he face of  
climate change. However the 
Tropical  Savannas CRC will not  
be funded af ter June 2008, 
leaving a signif icant  R&D gap.   

   
NOTE: The schedule only t akes account  of  policies and measures announced since January 2007 as it  is assumed that  earlier Government  policies and measures have been 
incorporated into the Nat ional  Greenhouse Accounts. In order to achieve our purpose Ð the conservat ion of  nat ure Ð WWF Aust ralia encourages all governments to develop 
policies and programs to conserve nature and natural  resources. WWF Australia does not  engage in act ivit ies t hat  include support ing a polit ical part y,  seeking to persuade 
members of  t he public to vote for or against part icular candidates or part ies in an elect ion,  part icipat ing in part y polit ical demonstrat ions, or distribut ing material  
designed to underpin a party polit ical campaign. This schedule will be reviewed on 19 November 2007 to incorporate any policy changes and a version current  at  that  dat e 
released. Aut horized by R. C. Nias, WWF Australia,  L13, 325 Jones St  Ult imo NSW2007 
                                                             
22 ht tp:/ / www.environment .gov.au/ minister/ env/ 2007/ pubs/ mr08may307.pdf 
23 ht tp:/ / www.kevin07.com.au/ news/ climate-change-water/ climate-change-water.html 


